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" The CoTidtitution in its words is plain and intelligible, and it is meant for 
the home-bred, unsophisticated understandings of our fellow-citizens." 

" The people alone are the absolute owners and uncontrollable movers of 
such sovereignty as human beings can claim to exercise ; subject to the eternal 
and unchangeable rules of justice, of truth, and of good faith. The moral law 
is out of its reach ; sovereignty cannot violate that, and be more justified tbaa 
the humblest individual." 

<' Yield away the Constitution and the Union, and where are we ? Frittered 
into fragments, and not able to claim one portion of the past as peculiarly our 
own ! Our Union is not merely a blessing; it is a political necessity. We can- 
not exist without it. I mean, that all of existence which is worth having must 
depart with it. Our liberties could not endure the incessant conflicts of civil 
and conterminous strife ; our independence would be an unreal mockery , our 
very memories would turn to bitterness." 

{M.T, Dallas in defence of the Ck>nstitution.} 
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James Madison ^ President of the United States^ 
on entering upon the duties of the office^ declared, 
that ^^to support the Constitution^ which is the ce- 
ment of the Union ^ as well in its limitations as in its 
authorities^ and to favor the advancement of science 
and the diffiision of infomiation, as the best aliment 
to true liberty/' with other salutary sentiments and 
intentions; would be a resource which could not fail 
him; and added; ^^but the source to which I look 
for the aid which alone can supply my deficiencies^ 
is the well tried intelligence and virtue of my fellow- 
citizens ^ and in the counsels of those representin§f 
them in the other departments associated in the care 
of the national interests." 

''To support the Constitution'' by his- talents, by 
his best services, and with his life, if required, is the 
firm and irrevocable determination of every true pa- 
triot; but the ''support" presupposes a knoii^dge 
of that valued instrument; and the knowledge can 
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alone be expected to follow a careful reading and 
study of its letter and its spirit. To afford an oppor- 
tunity to every American citizen to do this^ is the 
object in the publication of the present edition. 

If, as Cicero informs us, in ancient Rome the very 
boys were obliged to learn the twelve tables by heart, 
as a carmen necessarium, or indispensable lesson, to 
imprint on their tender minds an early knowledge of 
the laws and constitution of their country, 

** Nocturna versate manu, versate diurna." 

If it was deemed important to the preservation of 
British liberty, in the earlier and better days of that 
country, that Magna Charta should be authorita- 
tively promulgated and read to the people — it is no 
less important to the preservation of American liler- 
tj, that every intelligent citizen should, by his own 
will and authority, aided by the liberality of the Go- 
vernment, possess a copy of this great cluarter of 
American liberty. 

There appears to have been no formal provision 
made by the Goverament of the United States for 
the promulgation of the Constitution, except by a 
concurrent resolution of the two Houses of Congress, 
made during the first Congress, (6th July, 1789,) 
.vrhereby it was ^* Resolved, that there be prefixed to 
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the publication of the acts of the present session of 
Congress, a correct copy of the Constitution of Go- 
vernment for the United States." This, however, 
was sufficient to shew the intention and the judgment 
of the Patres PatiicB upon the subject. 

Every good citizen ^ capable of reading and under- 
standing its meaning, is bound by duty to his coun- 
try, if in his power, to possess a copy of the Consti- 
tution. The compiler of this publication has added 
the Declaration of Independence, with invaluable 
matter claiming paternity of the ^^ Father of his coun- 
try," and other interesting information, and has so 
limited the cost of this Constitutional bouquet, as to 
enable the Government, should such be its pleasure, 
by a judicious and liberal investment in this provident 
stock — to lay up, for a time of need, a vast fund Qf 
fivailable treasure in the minds and the hearts of the 
people, for the defence of their liberties and the per-* 
petuity of their institutions — to sow the good seed in 
i^irgin soil, which might otherwise be occupied by 
noxious weeds. With diffidence it is submitted, that 
this national object may be practically effected by the 
distribution of barely so many copies as may {dace 
one in each village or neighborhood, which would 
introduce it to the knowledge of the people, who 
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iroold then seek by their own means to possess k; and 
thus^ as a mustard seed would it muhiply^ and its 
salutary principles be extended. Nor couid any 
means more convenient be proposed^ than to entrust 
to the hands of the guardians of the Constitution in 
Congress the distribution^ or the sowing of this good 
seed. It would appear from the tables of the last 
census^ that there are^ in the United States^ upwards 
of three and a half millions of men, over twenty years 
of age, capable of reading; and should there be only 
one copy furnished by the Government to every hun- 
dred men, a large portion of the other ninety-nine 
would, probably, by their own means, obtain it. 

Viewing the immense diffusion of printed political 
matter through all the villages and hamlets of the Re> 
public, as the abundance of material provided by the 
generosity of the Government and zeal of private en- 
terprise, as political food for the mind, this compila- 
tion may be considered as scUt for the preservation of 
such as may be wholesome, or as lime to neutralize 
and destroy such as may be carious. It would be a 
test by which to separate the wheat from the tares and 
<^ckle — a crucible by which to separate the gold from 
the dross and base metal, or the cupel by which to 
try the current coin of politics, and a text book by 
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which to judge of the orthodoxy of political dis^ 
quisUions. 

By the British statute^ '^ confirmatio cartarum^* 
the great charter was directed ^^ to be allowed as the 
common law ; all judgments contrary to it are de* 
clared void ; copies of it are ordered to be sent to all 
cathedral churches , and read ttoice a year to the 
people/' whereby it was intended that the sanctity 

« 

of the place should inspire a peculiar veneration for 
that noble structure of fundamental law — sacred to 
human liberty^ civil and religious. 

According to Plato and Aristotle ^ ^^ Lex est mens 
sine (xffectUy et quasi DeuSj' — the law is tnind with- 
out passion y and therefore like God. Or, according 
to Grotius, ^^God approved and ratified the salutary 
constitutions of government made by men ;" while 
Demosthenes declares, that ^^ the design and object 
of laws is to ascertain what is just, honorable^ and 
expedient; and when that is discovered, it is pro- 
claimed as a general ordinance, equal and impartial 
to all. This is the origin of law, which, for variou9 
reasons, all are under an obligation to obey, but espe* 
cially because all law is the invention and gift of Hea- 
ven , the resolution of wise men , the correction of every 
offence, and the general compact of the State; io 
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live in conformity with which is the duty of every 
andivi(iual in society." 

Bossuet remarks, that '^If the Roman laws have ap- 
peared so sacred, that their majesty still subsists^ not- 
withstanding the ruin of the empire, it is because good 
sense, which controls human life, reigns throughout 
the whole, and that there is no where to be found a 
finer application of the principles of natural equity." 

Algernon Sidney adds, that ^^ The Israelites, Spar- 
tans, Romans, and others, who framed their govern- 
ments according to their own will, did it not by 
uny peculiar privilege, but by a universal right con- 
ferred upon them by God and nature. They were 
made of no better clay than others; they had no 
right that does not as well belong to other nations ; 
that is to say, the Constitution of every government 
is referred to those who are concerned in it, and no 
other has any thing to do with it." — 

"Salus populi est lex suprema.'* 

Judge Blackstone remarks, that ^^ every man, when 
he enters into society, gives up a part of his natural 
liberty as the price of so valuable a purchase; and, 
in consideration of receiving the advantages of mu- 
tual commerce, obliges himself to conform to those 
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IjAWs which the community has thought proper to 
establish . And this species of legal obedience and 
conformity^ is infinitely more desirable than that wild 
and savage liberty which is sacrificed to obtain it* 
For no man^ that considers a moment^ would wish 
to retain the absolute and uncontrolled power of do- 
ing whatever he pleases ; the consequence of which 
is^ that evety other man would also have the same 
power^ and then there would be no secuiity lo indi- 
viduals in any of the enjoyments of life. Political^ 
therefore^ or civil liberty , which is that of a member 
of society; is no other than natural liberty ^ so fiou: re* 
strained by human laws (and no farther) as is neces- 
sary and expedient for the general advantage of the 
public. Hence we may collect that the law^ which 
restrains a man from doing mischief to his fellow- 
citizens, though it diminishes the natural, increases 
the civil liberty, of mankind." And Locke has well 
observed, ^^ where there is no law there is no free- 
dom,^^ 

Socrates made a promise, with himself, to observe 
the laws of his country ; but this is nothing more than 
what every good man ought both to promise and to 
perform : and he ought to promise still further, thai 
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he will exert all hU power^ when constiiutioDally 
called upon^to compel others to obey them . 

The compiler of this edition of our own venerated 
Constitution 9 to which he has with anxious labor pre- 
fixed a copious ; and^ he trusts^ a faithful analytical 
index ; believes that there are among his fellow-citi- 
zens many thousands of intelligent men capable of 
reading and understandiug the great American charter 
of liberty, but who, without seeing and judging for 
themselves of ^^ its hmitations and its authorities," 
have, with a passive creduUty, (which, in other mat- 
ters of comparative insignificance, would have been 
indignantly spumed,) reposed their faith, their birth- 
right, and their safety, on the opinions of others^ 
whose impassioned, and sometimes vituperative, 
tones, have appealed rather to the prejudices of the 
heart than to the integrity of the understanding. 

Mr. Dallas has well said, that ^^the Oonstitution 
in Ha words is plain and intelligible, and it is meant 
for the home-bred, unsophisticated understandings of 
ourfeUotO'Citizens,^^ To this sentiment the compiler 
is indebted for suggesting to his mind the idea of pub- 
lishing this edition of the Constitution, with its ac- 
companiments ; and he therefore believed that there 



wouMbepropiicflTMHijBflDor JBsbt noOirjrtnr» sE n 
to this disuDSuishfed ^ttscsBika. uifi t^irf^ncH' itm ift 
the Amcrkan people. 

The compacr. dMHfiH etf' hs <mnk i^iSin w irn 
adequate jusdcc to the suSyifin. ius oLoi u iLk 
some of the most emioeoi va^Kcujs^ k fusudzi 
inviolable sanctity of the l&v. 2jk& k ulttcse 
Americans a rerereotial aitarhT&cm ia* uit OcsiaaEB- 
tion, as ia the h^est seiide the piJIhiiiiaL of AaieE^ 
can libertT ; so that their jndbn^eat- ik5 w<Ll w& zbor 
affections; may be colisied on ibe sde <i xLe Cokuq- 
tution^ as the tniest security ci ibe Unxc hJtf, die 
only solid baas on vhich to rest ;he jcraof ripis^ 
the public libeities, and the subsaoiuaii |cv»^ediT <£ 
the people compoang the American Ri£{>id«AC. 

He will next have recouise to the a^niKfTrr of ibe 
universallv esteemed and lamented Justice Storr. as 
to the high re^onsibilities of the pec^e. and the 
proper means of ^guarding the inesiimabie r^is thej 
now enjoy. In reference to the Consutuoon of go- 
vernment he says : *^ It must perish, if there be ooi 
that vital spirit in the people^ which alone can nou- 
rish; sustain ; and direct all its movements. It is in 
vain that statesmen shall form plans of government; 

in which the beauty and harmony of a repubUc shall 

2» 
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be embodied in visible order^ shall be built up on solid 
subelructions^ and adorned by every useful ornament, 
if the inhabitants suffer the silent power of time to 
dilapidate its walls, or crumble its massy supporters 
into dust ; if the assaults from without are never re- 
sisted, and the rottenness and mining from within 
are never guarded against. Who can preserve the 
rights and liberties of the people, when they shall be 
abandoned by themselves? Who shall keep watch 
in the temple, when the watchmen sleep at their 
posts? Who shall call upon the people to redeem 
their possessions, and revive the republic, when their 
own .hands have deliberately and corruptly surren- 
dered them to the oppressor, and have built the pri- 
sons or dug the graves of their own friends? This 
dark picture, it is to be hoped, will never be applica- 
ble to the Republic of America. And yet it affords a 
warning, which, like all the lessons of past expe- 
rience, we are not permitted to disregard America, 
free, happy, and enlightened as she is, must rest the 
preservation of her rights and liberties upon the vir- 
tue, independence, justice, and sagacity of the peo- 
ple. If either fail , the republic is gone. Its shadow 
may remain with all the pomp, and circumstance, 
and trickery of government, but its vital power will 
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« 

have departed. In America , the demagogue maj 
arise as well as elsewhere. He is the natural, tbouigh 
spurious^ growth of repubUcs ; and , like the cooitier, 
he may^ by his blandishments, delude the ears and 
blind the eyes of the people to their own destrudioo. 
If ever the day shall arrive, in which the best taleola 
and the best virtues shall be driven from office by in- 
trigue or corruption^ by tlie ostracism of the press, or 
the still more unrelenting persecution of party, legis- 
lation will cease to be national. It will be wise by 
accident, and bad by system." 

^' In every human society,'* says the celebrated 
Beccaria, ^^ there is an effort continually tending to 
confer on one part the height of power and happiness, 
and to reduce the other to the extreme of weakness 
and misery . The intent of good laws is to oppose 
this effort, and to diffuse their influence universally 
and equally ;" and Montesquieu declares that, ^' In 
a free stale, every man, who is supposed a free agent, 
ought to be concerned in his own government ; there- 
fore the legislative power should reside in the whole 
body of the people, or their representatives. The 
political liberty of the citizen is a tranquillity of mind, 
arising from the opinion each person has of his safety. 
In order to have this liberty, it is requisite the govern- 
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ment be so constituted ^ as that one man need not be 
afraid of another. The enjojftnent of liberty ^ and 
even Us support and preservation y consists in every 
man^s being allowed to speak his thoug/Us, and 
lay open his sentiments. ^^ 

The compiler will next propose to bis fellow-citi- 
zens the advice of a profound philosopher^ as to the 
proper mode of preserving the independence of the 
mind; which is alike applicable to every free born 
American citizen ^ and points out the means by which 
the native talent; the integrity of heart, and the in- 
domitable spirit of the people, guided by patriotism ; 
will be rendered available in the preservation of the 
purity of the government, and of their own liberties. 
It is submitted, that a copy of this edition of the Con- 
stitution be in the possession of every citizen capable 
of reading and understanding the meaning of lan- 
guage, before whom the following instructions of 
Locke would then be placed : 

^^ Reading is for the improvement of the under- 
standing." 

^^ The improvement of the understanding is for 
two ends: first, for our own increase of knowledge ; 
secondly, to enable us to deliver and make out that 
knowledge to others," 
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<^ I hope it will not be thought arrogance to say^ 
that perhaps we should make greater progress in the 
discovery of rational and contemplative knowledge ^ 
if we sought it in the fountain — ^in the consideration 
of things themselves — and made use rather of our 
own thoughts than other men's to find it; for 1 think 
we may as rationally hope to see with other men's 
eyes^ as to know by other men's understandings. So 
much as we ourselves consider and comprehend of 
truth and reason ^ so much we possess of real and true 
knowledge. The floating of other men's opinions in 
our brains makes us not one jot the more knowing, 
though they happen to be true. What in them was 
science^ is in us but opiniatrety; whilst we give up 
our assent only to reverend names^ and do not, as 
they did, employ our own reason to understand those 
truths which gave them reputation. Aristotle was 
certainly a knowing man, but nobody ever thought* 
him so^ because he bUndly embraced, or confidently 
vented, the opinions of another. And if the taking 
up another's principles, without examining them^ 
made not him a philosopher, I suppose it will hardly 
make any body else so. In the sciences, every one 
has so much as he really knows and comprehends ; 
what he believes only, and takes upon trust, are but 
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diredS) wbich, howevar well in the whcde piece, 
make no consideraUe addition to his slock who ga- 
thers them. Such borrowed wealth, like ^ry money, 
though it were gold in the hand from which he re- 
ceiTed it, will be but leaves and dust when it comes 
to use." 

''How many men have no other ground for their 
tenets than the supposed honesty, or learning, or 
number, of those of the same profession ! As if hon- 
est or bookish men could not err, or tnith were to be 
established by the vote of the multitude ; yet this, with 
most men, serves the turn." 

''All men are liable to error, and most men are, 
in many points, by passion or interest, under temp- 
tation to it. If we could but see the secret motives 
that influenced the men of name and learning in the 
world, and the leaders of parties, we should not al- 
ways find that it was the embracing of truth, for its 
own sake, that made them espouse the doctrines they 
owned and maintained . This at least is cer^in , there 
is not an opinion so absurd which a man may not re- 
ceive upon this ground. There is no error to be 
named, which has not had its professors ; and a man 
«hall never want crooked paths to walk in, if he thinks 
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that he is in the right way wherever he has the foot- 
steps of others to follow." 

It is not hence to be inferred ^ however ^ that the 
opinions and the judgment of the wise and the good 
are to be disregarded^ and more especially are we not 
permitted to treat with irreverence the political doc- 
trines and maxims of the fathers of the republic^ 
whose wisdom and counsel^ and devoted patriotism, 
gave being to the Declaration of our independence 
and the Constitution of our country. In the funda- 
mental principles of our Government^ on what can 
the American mind and faith repose with as much 
confidence and safety as the expositions contained in 
the ^^ Federalist, an incomparable commentary of 
three of the greatest statesmen of their age," in the 
extraordinary judgments of the supreme judicial tri- 
bunal, and the solid wisdom embodied in the consti- 
tutional commentaries of those who have imparted 
dignity and purity to the moral ermine which orna- 
ments that august tribunal . 

Nor can the American people look to any source 
more entitled to their confidence, for an exposition of 
the essential principles of oiir Government, and, con- 
sequendy, those which ought to shape its adminis- 
tration, than to the farewell address of the ^' Father 
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of his country/' (contained in this compilation^) and 
to the principles proclaimed by the ^^ Fathers" of the 
memorable Declaration and of the immortal Constitu- 
lion ; when respectively ^^ called upon to undertake' 
Ae duties of tlie first executive office of our country." 
Thomas Jefferson declared those principles to be — 
^^ Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever 
state or persuasion, religious or poUtical ; for having 
)>anished from our land that religious intolerance, 
under which mankind so long bled and suffered , we 
have yet gained little, if we countenance a political 
intolerance, as despotic, as wicked, and capable of as 
bitter and bloody persecutions: peace, commerce, 
^nd honest friendship, with all nations, entangling 
aUiances with none; the support of the State govern- 
ments in all their rights, as the most competent ad- 
ministrations for our domestic concerns, and the surest 
bulwarks against anti-republican tendencies; the pre- 
servation of the General Government in its whole 
constitutional vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace 
At home and safety abroad ; a jealous care of the 
tight of election by the people ; a mild and safe cor- 
rective of abuses which are lopped by the sword of 
revolution, where peaceable remedies are unprovided; 
absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the major- 
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ity, the vital principle of repuUks^ from which kno 
appeal but to force, the vital priociple and iminediaile 
parent of despotisiii ; a well disciplined militia, our 
beat idiance in peace and for the first moments of 
war, till r^ulars may relieve them ; the supiemacy 
of the civil over the military authority ; economy in 
the public expense, that labor may be lighdy bur- 
thened; the honest payment of our dd)ts, and sacred 
preservation of the public £uth; encouragement of 
agriculture, and of commerce as its handmaid; the 
diffusion of information, and arra^nment of all 
abuses at the bar of the publk reason ; freedom of 
religion ; freedom of the press ; and freedom of per- 
son, under the protection Of the habeas corpus ; and 
trial by juries impartially selected. These principles 
form the bright constellation whkh has g<me before 
us, and guided our steps through an age of revolution 
and reformation. The wisdom of our sages, and 
blood of our' heroes, have been devoted to their at- 
tainment : they should be the creed of our political 
faith; the text of civic instruction; the touchstone by 
which to try the services of those we trust; and should 
we wander from them in moments of error or of 
alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps, and to re- 
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gain the road which alone leads to peace^ liberty, 
and safety."- 

James Madison, equally pursuing the principles of 
the Constitution, declared the purposes of Govern- 
ment to be: 

'^To cherish peace and friendly intercourse with 
all natipns having correspondent dispositions; to main- 
tain sincere neutrality towards belligerent nations; to 
prefer, in all cases, amicable discussion and reason- 
able accommodation of differences, to a decision of 
them by an appeal to arms; to exclude foreign in- 
trigues and foreign partialities, so degrading to all 
countries, and so baneful to free ones; to foster a 
spirit of independence, too just to invade the rights 
of others, too proud to surrender our own, too liberal 
to indulge unworthy prejudices ourselves, and too ele- 
vated not to look down upon them in others; to hold 
the union of the States as the basis of their peace and 
happiness; to support the Constitution , which is the 
cement of the Union, as well in its limitations as m 
its authorities; to respect the rights and authorities re- 
served to the States and to the people, as equally in- 
corporated with, and essential to the success of, the 
general system; to avoid the slightest interference 
with the rights of conscience, or the functions of re- 
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ligion, 80 wisely exempted from civil jurisdiction; to 
preserve^ in their full energy^ the other salutary pro- 
visions in behalf of private and personal rights^ and 
of the freedom of the press; to observe economy in 
public expenditures; to liberate the public resources 
by an honorable discharge of the public debts; to 
keep, within the requisite limits, a standing military 
force, always remembering that an armed and trained 
militia is the firmest bulwark of republics — that with- 
out standing armies their liberty can never be in 
danger, nor with large ones safe; to promote, by au- 
thorized means, improvements friendly to agriculture ^ 
Ho manufactures ; and to external as well as internal 
commerce; to favor, in like manner, the advance- 
ment of science and the diffusion of information, as 
the best aliment to true liberty; to carry on the be- 
nevolent plans which have been so meritoriously ap- 
plied to the conversion of our aboriginal neighbors 
from the d^adation and wretchedness of savage life ^ 
to a participation of the improvements of which the 
human mind and manners are susceptible in a civil- 
ized state. As far as sentiments and intentions such 
as these can aid the fulfilment of my duty, tliey will 
be a resource which cannot fail me. But the source 
to which I look for the aids which alone can supply 
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my deficiencies, is in the well tried intelligence and 
virtue of my fellow-citizens, and in the counsels of 
those representing them in the other departments as- 
sociated in the care of the national interests. In these, 
my confidence will, under every difficulty, be best 
placed, next to that which we have all been encour- 
aged to feel in the guardianship and guidance of that 
Almighty Being whose power regulates the destiny of 
nations^ whose blessings have been so conspicuously 
dispensed to this rising republic, and to whom we are 
bound to address our devout gratitude for the past, as 
well as our fervent supplications and best hopes for 
the future." 

The citizens of these United States were blessed 
with the virtue, the fortitude, and the pei'severance 
to achieve their independence as a nation; their pa- 
triotism and valor, both by sea and on land, brought 
them, with increased honor, through the ^^ second war 
of independence," and through all the trials and dif- 
ficulties by which they have, from time to time, been 
environed, both as respects their foreign and domestic 
relations; and it is only necessary for them to have 
^^lighi^^ as regards the fundamental law, and the op- 
erations of the Government, to enable them to judge 
of the fidelity of those whom they periodically en- 
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trust with the power which alotie belongs to them- 
selves as a nation of freemen^ the proper use and ap- 
}Aication of which power^ is so vitally necessary to 
the preservation of their own liberties and best inter- 
ests^ and the perpetuity of our institutions. 

^^ Light, true light in the mind," says Locke, ''is 
or can be nothing else but the evidence of the truth 
of any proposition; and if it be not a self-evident 
proposition, all the light it has, or can have, is from 
the clearness and validity of those proofs upon which 
it is received. To talk of any other liglU in the un- 
derstanding, is to put ourselves in the darkj or in the 
power of the Prince of Darkness, and, by our own. 
consent, to give ourselves up to delusion; for, if 
strength of persuasion be the light which must guide 
us, I ask how shall any one distinguish between the 
delusions of Satan and the inspirations of the Holy 
Ghost?" 

Subtleties and authoritative corruscations have been 
repudiated by pure and true hearted sages and states- 
men . The advice of some of the most profound of 
whom, has been characterized by the simplicity of 
manner and of language in which they have borne 
witness to truth. Judge Story has remarked, thttt 
''upon subjects of Government, it has always i4)pear- 
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ed to me^ that metaphysical refinements are out of 
place. A constitution of government is addressed to 
the common sense of tlie peofde, and never was de^ 
signed for trials of l(^cal skilly or visionary specu* 
lation." 

Of a constitution so wisely contrived^ so strongly 
raised^ and so highly finished^ it is hard to speak with 
that praise which is justly and severely its due: the 
thorough and attentive contemplation of it will fur* 
nish its best panegyric. To sustain ^ to repair^ to 
beautify this noble pile^ is a charge intrusted princi* 
pally to the people and their constitutional represent 
tatives, in all the branches of the Government. 

If honor and confidence^ in a pre-eminent degree^ 
are, with a portion of their power, conferred by the 
people upon the Chief Executive Magistrate, the 
guardianship of the national honor is in no less a de-^ 
gree conferred upon their representatives in the two 
Houses of Congress, the intrinsic dignity of whose offi- 
cial character, in every moral point of view, transcends 
that of every other legislative assembly, in so much as 
our Constitution excels that of every other human gov- 
ernment; and while the Constitution, practically ani- 
mated by the people, thus confers honor and dignity 
upon Congress^ to them it is given to stand by the 
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Constitution^ in spirit and in truth, inflexibly main- 
taining its principles — the principles of union ^ of lib- 
erty, of justice, of domestic tranquillity, of commoa 
defence, and of the general welfture. The Constitu- 
tion and the Government, thus reciprocally animating 
and being animated, illustrates the beau ideal of good 
government — one of the choicest gifts of God to man. 
The protection of the liberty of the United States 
of America is a duty which they owe to themselves, 
who enjoy it; to their ancestors, who transmitted it 
down; and to their posterity, who will claim at their 
hands this, the best birthright, the noblest inheritance, 
of mankind. 

To conclude, in the language of Judge Story — 
^^If, upon a closer survey of all the powers given 
by the Constitution, and all the guards upon their 
exercise, we shall perceive still stronger inducements 
to fortify this conclusion, and to increase our confi- 
dence in the Constitution, may we not justly hope, 
that every honest American will concur in the dying 
expression of Father Paul, ^may it be perpetual !' '^ 

ESTO PERPETUA!!! 



DESIGN OF THE ANALYSIS. 



1. Every substantive matter or point contained in each article, sec-- 
tion, and clause, embracing every subject and definition in the 
Constitution, has been arranged in alphabetical order. 

9. Under the head of each branch or department of the Government, 
has been shewn its powers, duties, restrictions, privileges, and 
joint or concurrent power with other branches or departments. 

3. By this arrangement the entire instrument is resolved into its 
elements, and presented in a form more inviting to the mental 
vision, and more easily impressed upon the memory. 



THE CONSTITUTION, 

Afl printed in this edition, has been collated with the original man- 
tiseript in the Department of State, and found to agree with it in 
every particular, as to text, letter, and punctuation. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OP TBB 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 



Wfi the Peo|de of the United States^ in order to form 
a more perfect Union/ establish Justice^ insure 
domestic TranquiUity^ provide for the comm(Mi 
defence^ promote the general Welfare^ and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Pos- 
terity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America. 

ARTICLE. I. 

Section . 1 . All legislative Powers herein granted 
shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Section. 2. ^The House of Representatives 
shall be composed of Members chosen every second 
Year by the People of the several States, and the 
Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications 
requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch 
of the State Legislature. 
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^No Person shall be a Rejuresentative who shall 
not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and 
been seven Years a Citizen of the United States^ and 
who shall not; when elected ^ be an Inhabitant of that 
State in which he shall be chosen. 

^Representatives and direct Taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluded within this Union ^ according to their respective 
Numbers^ which shall be determined by adding to 
the whole Number of free Persons^ including those 
bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding 
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. 
The actual Enumeration shall be made within three 
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within eveiy subsequent Term of 
ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law di- 
rect. The Number of Representatives shall not ex- 
ceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State 
shall have at Least one Representative; and until such 
enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hamp- 
shire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts 
eight, Rhode- Island and Providence Plantations one, 
Connecticut five, New- York six. New Jersey four, 
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, 
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Virginia ten, North CaroIiDa five, Soulh Carolina 
five, and Georgia three. 

'^When vacancies happen in the Representation 
from any State, tlie Executive Authority thereof shall 
issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. 

^The House of Representatives shall chuse their 
Speaker and other Officers ; and shall have the sole 
Power of Impeachment, 

Section. 3. ^The Senate of the United States 
shall be composed of two Senators from each State, 
chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and 
each Senator shall have one Vote. 

2 Immediately after they shall be assembled in Con- 
sequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of 
the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the 
Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at 
the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third 
Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one- 
third may be chosen every second Year ; and if Va- 
cancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during 
the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Exe- 
cutive thereof may make temporary Appointments 
until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which 

shall then fill such Vacancies. 

8 
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^No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have 
attained to the A^e of thirty Years^ and been nine 
Years a Citizen of the United States^ and who shall 
not; when elected ^ be an Inhabitant (tf that State for 
which he shall be chosen. 

^The Vice President of the United States shall be 
President ef the Senate, but shall have no Vote, un- 
less they be equally divided. 

^The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and 
also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the 
Vice. President, or when he shall exercise the Office 
of President of the United States. 

®The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all 
Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they 
shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President 
of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall 
preside: And no Person shall be convicted without 
the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 

'''Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not ex- 
tend further than to removal from Office, and Dis- 
qualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honour, 
Trust or Profit under the United States: but the 
Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and sub- 
ject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punish- 
ment, according to Law. 
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Section. 4. ^Tbe Times^ Places and Manner of 
holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, 
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law 
make or alter such Regulations^ except as to the 
places of chusing Senators. 

^The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
Year^ and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday 
in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a dif- 
ferent Day. 

Section. 5. ^Each House shall be the Judge of 
the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own 
Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a 
Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may 
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to 
compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such 
Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may 
provide. 

^Each House may determine the Rules of its Pro- 
ceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Beha- 
viour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel 
a Member. 

^Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceed- 
ings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting 
such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; 
and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House 
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•Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the 
Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives may be necessary (except on a question of Ad- 
journment) shall be presented to the President of 
the United States ; and before the Same shall take 
Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapprov- 
ed by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, according to the 
Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill . 

Section. 8. The Congress shall have Power 

*To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and 
Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the com- 
mon Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall 
be uniform throughout the United States ; 

^To borrow Money on the credit of the United 
States ; 

^To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and 
among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes; 

^To establish an uniform Rule of Naturahzation , 
and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies 
throughout the United States ; 

'^To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and 
of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights 
and Measures; 
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®To provide for the Piuiishmenl of counterfeiting 
the Securities and current Coin of the United States: 

''To estabhsh Poet Offices and post Roads; 

^To promote the Progress of Science and usefni 
Arts^ by securing for limited Times to Authors and 
Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writ- 
ings and Discoveries; 

^To constitute Tribunak inferior to the supreme 
Court; 

*®To define and punish Piracies and Felonies 
committed on the high Seas^ and Offences against 
the Law of Nations; 

' *To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and 
Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on 
Land and Water ; 

* *To raise and support Armies, but no Appropria- 
tion of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term 
than two Years ; 

' ^To provide and maintain a Navy ; 

* *To make Rules for the Government and Regu- 
lation of the land and naval Forces ; 

* ^To provide for calling forth the Militia to exe- 
cute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections 
and repel Invasions; 

* ^To provide for organizing, arming, and discip- 
lining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of 
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them as may be employed in the Service of the United 
States, reserving to the States respectively, the Ap- 
pointment of the OflScers, and the Authority of train- 
ing the Militia according to the Discipline prescribed 
by Congress; 

''''To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases 
whatsoever , over such District (not exceeding ten Miles 
square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and 
tlie Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the 
(jroveinment of the United States, and to exercise 
like Authority over all Places purchased by the Con- 
vsent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same 
shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arse- 
nals, Dock -Yards, and other needful Buildings; — And 

' ®To make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow- 
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution 
in the Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof. 

Section. 9. * The Migration or Importation of such 
Persons as any of the States now existing shall think 
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Con- 
gress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, but a Tax or Duty may be imposed on 
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such Importation^ not exceeding ten dollars for each 
Person. 

^The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall 
not be suspended^ unless when in Cases of Rebellion 
or Invasion the public Safety may require it. 

^No Bill of Attaij^r or ex post facto Law shall 
be passed. 

"^No Capitation^ or other direct, Tax shall be laid, 
unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration 
herein before directed to be taken. 

^No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles ex- 
ported from any State. 

^No Preference shall be given by any Regulation 
of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State 
over those of another : nor shall Vessels bound to, or 
from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay 
Duties in another. 

''^No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but 
in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; 
and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts 
and Expenditures of all public Money shall be pub- 
lished from time to time. 

®No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United 
States : And no Person holding any Office of Profit or 
Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the 
Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, 
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or Title ^ of any kind whatever^ from any King, 
Prince, or foreign State. 

Section. 10. * No State shall enter into any Trea- 
ty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Mar- 
que and Reprisal ; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; 
make any Thing but gold ancik^ver Coin a Tender 
in Payment of Debts ; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex 
post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of 
Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

^No State shall, without the Consent of the Con- 
gress, lay an^ Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, 
• except what may be absolutely necessary for execut- 
ing it's inspection Laws : and the net Produce of all 
Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or 
Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the 
United States ; and all such Laws shall be subject to 
the Revision and Controul of the Congress. 

^No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, 
lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of 
War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or 
Compact with another State, or with a foreign Pow- 
er, cr engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in 
such imminent Danger as will not admit of Delay. 
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ARTICLE. 11. 

Section . 1 . * The executive Power shall be vested 
in a President of the United States of America. He 
shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, 
and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the 
same Term, be elected, as follows 

^ Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the 
Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Elec- 
tors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and 
Representatives to which the State may be entitled 
in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, 
or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under 
the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

[* The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by 
Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhab- 
itant of the same State with themselves. And tliey shall make a 
Last of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for 
each ; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to 
the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the 
President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the 
Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the 
Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person hav- 
ing the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such 
Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed ; 
and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an 
equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall 
immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President ; and if no 



*ThiB clause within brackets hag been superceded and annulled by the l'4fUi 
amendment, on page 38. 
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Person haTe a Majority, Uica firam the im highest oo the List the 
said House shaU in like Mimniy chose the President. But in chus* 
ing the President, the Totes shaO he taken by States, the Represen- 
tation from each Stale having one Tote; A Gtuonim for this Purpose 
riiall consist of a Member or Members from twothirds of the States, 
and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In 
erery Case, afrer the Choice of the President, the Person having the 
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. 
But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the 
Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President] 

*The Congress may determiae the Time of chusing 
the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give 
their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout 
the United States. 

"^No Person except a natural bom Citizen, or a Citi- 
zen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption 
of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of 
President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that 
Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty 
live Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident with- 
in the United States. 

^In Case of the Removal of the President from Of- 
fice, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to 
discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, 
the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the 
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Re- 
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fidOVBl, Death, Rea^nalioo, or Inability, both of the 
President and Vice Pre^dent, dedarii^ whal Officer 
shall then act as President, and such Office shall act 
accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a 
President shall be elected. 

^The President shall, at stated Times, receive Am* 
his Services, a Compensation , which shall neither be 
encreased nor diminished during the Period for which 
he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive 
within that Period any other Emolimient from the 
United States, or any of them. 

"^Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, 
he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation : — 

^^ I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faith- 
^^ fully execute the Office of President of the United 
^^ States, and will to the best of my Ability, pre- 
'' serve, protect and defend the Constitution of the 
'' United States." 

Section. 2. ' The President shall be Commander 
in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, 
and of the Militia of the several States, when called 
into the actual Service of the United States; he may 
require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Of- 
ficer in each of the executive Departments, upon any 
Subject relating to the Duties of th^ir respective Offi- 
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CCS, and he Bball have Power to grant Reprieves and 
Ptolons for Offences againei the United States , ex- 
cept in Cases of Impeachment. 

^He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two 
thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall 
nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of 
ihe Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors ^ other public 
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, 
and all other Officers of the United States, whose Ap- 
pointments are not herein othei-wise provided for, and 
whicli shall be established by Law: but the Congress 
may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior 
Officers^as they think proper, in the President alone, 
in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

^Tlie President shall have Power to fill up all Vii- 
cancies that may happen during the Recess of the 
Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire 
at the End of their next Session. 

Section. 3. He shall from time to time give to the 
Congress Information of the State of the Union, and 
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on ex- 
traordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either 
of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them , 
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with Respect to the Time of Adjoammait, he may 
^ adjoum them to such Time as he shall think pnqper; 
he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Minis- 
ters^ he shall take Care that the Laws be £uthfuUy 
executed 9 and shall Commbsion all the officers of 
the United States. 

Section . 4. The President^ Vice President and all 
civil Officers of the United States^ ^all be removed 
from Office on Impeachment for^ and Conviction of, 
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misde- 
meanors. 

ARTICLE UL 

Section.' 1. The judicial Power of the United 
States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in 
such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to 
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of tlie 
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices 
duriifl| good Behavior, and shall , at stated Times, re- 
ceive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall 
not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

Section. 2, * The judicial Power shall extend to all 
Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Consti- 
tution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties 
fXiadje^ or which shall be made> under their Authori- 
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iy; — to all Cases aflbcting Ambassadors^ other public 
Ministers^ and Consuls; — to all Cases of admiralty 
and maritime Jurisdiction; — to Controversies to which 
the United States shall be a Party; — to Controversies 
between two or more States; — between a State and 
Citizens of another State; — between Citizens of dif- 
ferent Statesy — between Citizens of the same State 
claiming Lands under Grants of different States ; and 
between a State ^ or the Citizens thereof^ and foieign 
States, Citizens or Subjects. 

^In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public 
Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State 
shall be Party , the supreme Court shall have original 
Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned , 
the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction . 
both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and 
under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

'The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Im- 
peachment, shall be by Jury; and such Tria^hall 
be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have 
been committed; but when not committed within any 
State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as 
the Congress may by Law have directed . 

Section. 3.- ^Treason against the United States, 
shall consist only in levying War against them, or in 
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adhering to their Enemies, giving ihem Aid and 
Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason 
unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the 
same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. 

^The Congress shall have Power to declare the 
Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Trea- 
son shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture 
except during the Life of the Person attainted . 

ARTICLE. IV. 

Section. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given 
in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judi- 
cial Proceedings of every other State. And the Cou- 
gresfe may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in 
whfch such Acts, Records and Proceedings shiall be 
proved, and the Effect thereof. 

Section. 2. *The Citizens of each State shall be 
entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens 
in tfl| several States. 

^JftPerson charged in any State with Treason, 
P^Mp > or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, 
and be-found in another State, shall on Demand of 
the executive Authority of tlie State from which be 
fled, be delivered up, to be removed .to the State liav- 
ing Jurisdiction of the Crime. 

9# 
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*No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, 
under tbe Laws thereof, escaping into another^ shall , 
in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein , be 
discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be 
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such 
Service or Labour may be due. 

Section. 3. ^New States may be admitted by the 
Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be 
formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other 
State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of 
two or more States, or Parts of States, without the 
Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned 
as well as of the Congress. 

^The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and 
make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the 
Territory or other Property belonging to the United 
States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so 
construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United 
States, or of any particular State. ^ 

Section. 4. The United States shall guarantee t(* 
every State in this Union a Republican Form of Gov- 
ernment, and shall protect each of them against In- 
vasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of 
the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be con- 
vened) against domestic Violence. 
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ARTICLE. V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necessary^ shall propose Amendments 
to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall 
call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, 
in eitljier Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Pur- 
poses, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by 
the Legislatures of three fourths of the several Slates, 
or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by 
the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which 
may be made prior to the Year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first 
and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first 
Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall 
be deprived of its equal Sufi'rage in the Senate. 

% ARTICLE. VI. 

*A11 Debts contracted and Engagements entered 
into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall 
be as valid against the United States under this Con- 
stitution, as under the Confederation. 

2 This Constitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and 
all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the 
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authority of the United States^ shall be the supreme 
Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall 
be bound thereby^ any Thing in the Constitution or 
Laws of any State to the Contraiy notwithstanding. 
^The Senators and Representatives before mention- 
ed^ and the Members of the several State Legisla- 
tures, and all executive and judicial Officei*s, both of 
the United States and of the several States, shall be 
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Consti- 
tution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as 
a dualification to any Office or public Trust under 
the United States. 

ARTICLE. VIL 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States , 
shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Con- 
stitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 
Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent 
of the States present the Seventeenth Ej^y of 
September in the Year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the 
Independance of the United States of America 
the Twelfth In "Witness whereof We have 
hereunto subscribed our Names, 

GEO WASHINGTON— 
Presidt and deputy from Virginia 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
John Langdon, Nicholas G^ilman. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Nathaniel Gorbam, Rufub Kino. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Wm. Saml. Johnson, Rogkr SniRMnnN. 

NEW YORK. 
Alexander Hamilton. 

NEW JERSEY. 
WiL : LiviNOSTON, Datid Brearlkt, . 

Wm. Paterson, Jona. Datton. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
B. Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, 

RoBT. Morris, Geo : Cltmbr, 

Tho : FiTzsiMONs, Jared Inoersoll, 

James Wilson, Gout: Morris. 

DELAWARE. 
Geo : Read, Gunning Bedford, Jun V, 

John Dickinson, Richard Bassett, 

Jaco : Broom. 

MARYLAND. 
James M'Henrt Dan: of St. Thos. Jenifer, 

Danl. Carroll. 

VIRGINIA. 

John Blair, James Madison, Jr., 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Wm. Blount, Rich'd Dobbs Sfaigbt, 

Hu. Williamson. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
J. Rutledoe, Charles Cotesworth Pincknet, 

Charles Pincknet, Pierce Butler. 

GEORGIA. 
William Few, Abr. Baldwin. 

Attest: WILLIAM JACKSON, Seerdary. 
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ARTICLES 



IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF, 

# 

THE CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Proposed by Congress, and ratified by tlie Legis- 
latures of the seiwral States , pursuarit to the fifth 
article of the original Constitution, 

(ARTICLE 1.) 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there- 
of ; or abridging the freedom of speech , or of the 
press; oi the right of the people peaceably to assem- 
ble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. 

(ARTICLE 2.) 

A well regulated Militia , being necessary to the se- 
curity of a free State, the right of the people to keep 
and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
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(ARTICLE III.) 

No Soldier shall ^ in time of peace be quartered in 
any house ^ without the consent of the Owner ^ nor in 
time of war 9 but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

^ (ARTICLE IV.) 

The right of the people to be secure in their per- 
sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasona- 
ble searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no Warrants shall issue , but upon probable cause , sup- 
ported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describ- 
ing the place to be searched, and the persons or things 
to be seized. 

(ARTICLE T.) 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in 
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in ac- 
tual service in time of War or public danger; nor 
shall any person be subject for the same otfence to be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be com- 
pelled in any Criminal Case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor shall private proper- 
ty be taken for public use, without just compensation . 



(ARTICLE VI.) 

. In aU criminal prosecutions^ the- accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and public trials by an impar- 
tial jury of the State and district wherein the crime 
shall have been committed^ which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be in- 
formed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; 
to have Compulsoiy process for obtaining Witnesses 
in his favour, and to have the Assistance of Counsel 
for his defence. 

(ARTICLE VII.) 

In Suits at common law, where the value in con- 
troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial 
by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury 
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the 
United States, than according to the rules of the com- 
mon law. 

« 

(ARTICLE VIIL) 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 

fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments 

inflicted. 
9 
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(ARTICLE IX.) 

The enumeration in the Constitution^, of certaiii 
y i^all not be con^rued to deny or disparage 
c^eis retained by the people. 

(ARTICLE X.) 

The powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States^ 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people. 

ARTICLE XI. 

• 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not 

l)e construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 

commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 

States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or 

l&ubjects of any Foreign State. 

ARTICLE XII. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, 
and vote by ballot for President and Yice- President, 
onei of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of 
the same state with themselves j they shall name in 
their ballots the person voted for as President, and in 
distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, 
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and they shall make distinct lists of all penons voted 
foi as PresideDt^ and of all persons voted for as Vice- 
President; and of the number of votes for each^ which 
tists they diall sign and certify ^ and transmit sealed 
to the seat of the government of the United States^ 
directed to the President of the Senate; — The Presi- 
dent of the Senate shall; in presence of the Sen- 
^ate and House of RefuresentativeS; open all the oerti- 
fieates and Uie votes shall then be counted ; — The per- 
son having the greatest number of votes for Presj^ 
^ent; shall be the President; if such number be a ma* 
jority of the whole number of Eleq^rs appointed; 
and if no person have such majority ; then from the 
persons having the highest numbers not exceeding 
three on the list of those voted for as President; the 
House of Representatives shall choose immediately, 
by ballot; the President. But in choosing the Presi* 
dent; the votes shall be taken by statc/S; the represent 
tation from each state having on^ vote; a quorum 
for this purpose shall consist of a. member or mem* 
bers from two^hirds of the states ; and a majority of 
all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if 

the House of Representatives shall not choose a Pre- 
sident whenever the right of choice shall devolve 

upon them; before the fourth day of March next fol- 
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lowing, then the Vice-President shall act as President, 
as in the case of the death or other constitutional dis- 
ability of the President. The person having the 
greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be 
the Vice-President; if such number be a majority of 
the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no 
person have a majority, then from the two highest 
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the 
Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall con- 
sist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, 
and a majority of the whole number shall be neces- 
sary to a chqjce. But no person constitutionally 
ineligible to the ofQce of President shall be eligible 
to that of Vice-President of the United States. 
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The following is prefixed to the first ten* of the 
preceding amendments: 

, CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES^ 

Begun and held at the City of New York, on Wednesday, the fourth, 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine. 

The Conventions of a number of the States, hav- 
ing at the time of their adopting the Constituti(Hij| 
expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconettuction 
or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and 
restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending* 
the ground of public confidence in the Government, 
will best insure the beneficent ends of its institution; 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America y in Congress 



* It may be proper here to state that 12 articles of amendment were pro- 
posed by tlie first Congress, of which but 10 were ratified by the States — tbe 
^rst and second in order not having been ratified by the requisite number oC 
Sutes. 

These two were as follows : 

Article the first... .After the first enumeration required by the first Article 
of the Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thirty thoa- ' 
sand, until the number shall amount to one hundred, after which, the itfopor- 
•tion shall be so regulated by Congress, tliat there shall not be less than one 
hundred Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every forty 
thousand persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount to two 
hundred, after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that 
there shall not be less than two hundred Representatives, nor more than onet 
Representative for every fifty tliousand persons. 

Article the second.... No law, varying the compensation for the services or 
the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Rep- 
resentatives shall have intervened. 

9* 
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mmnMed, two thirds of both Houses concurridg, 

That the following Aitides be proposed to the Legis? 

latures of the several States^ as amendments to the 

ponstitution of ,the United States^ all; or any of 

which articles ; when ratified by three fourths of the 

aaid Legislatures; to be valid to aU intents and pur- 

poseS; as part of the said Constitution; viz. 

.. .Articles in addition tO; and Amendment of the 

fJcnstijtution of the United States of America^ pro- 
posed by Congress; and ratified \ff the Legislatures 

of the several States ; pursuant to the fifth article fo 

the original Constitution. 

^?he first ten amendments of the Constituiion were 
latified by the States as follows ; viz : 

By New Jersey, 20th November; 1789. 

By Maryland, 19th December, 1789. 

By North Carolina, 22d December, 1789. 

By South Carolina, 19th January, 1790. 

By New Hampshire, 25th January, 1790. 

By Delaware, 28th January, 1790. 

By Pennsylvania, 10th March, 1790. 
* By New York, 27th March, 1790. 

By Rhode Island, 15th June, 1790. 

By Veirnont, 3 November, 1791. 

By Virginia, 15 December, 1791 
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The foUofwing is prefixed to the eleventh of the pre* 

ceding amendments: 

THIRD CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES: 

At the first session , begun and held at the city of 
Philadelphia y in the State of Pennsylvania ^ on 
Monday the second of December one thousatid 
seven hundred and ninety-three. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent 
iatives of the United States of America^ in Oo?igress 
assembled f two thirds of both Houses concurriDg^ 
That the following Article be proposed to the Legis- 
latures of the several States^ as an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States; which when rat- 
ified by three-fourths of the said Legislatures shall 
be valid as part of the said Constitution; viz: 

77ie following is prefixed to the twelfth of the pre^ 

ceding amendments: 

EIGHTH CQNGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES; 

At the first session ^ Begun and held at the city of 
Washington, in the Territory of Columbia , 07i 
Monday y the seventeenth of October y one thou- 
sand eight hundred and three. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
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iaiives of (he United Sieves of America, in Congress 
4i89embled, Two thirds of both Houses concurring, 
that in lieu of the third paragraph of die first- section 
of the second article of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States^ the following be proposed as an amend* 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, which , 
when ratified by three-fourths of the legislatures of 
the several states ; shall be valid to all intents and 
purposes, as part of the said Constitution, to wit: 

The ten first of the preceding amendments were 
proposed at the first session of the first Congress, of 
the United Slates, 25 September, 1789, and were 
ifinalty ratified by the constitutional number of States, 
on the 15th day of December, 1791. The eleventh 
amendment was proposed at the first session of the 
third Congress, 5 March, 1794, and was declared in 
a message from the President of the United States to 
both houses of Congress, dated 8th January, 1798, 
to have been adopted by the constitutional number of 
States. The twelfth amendment was proposed at 
the first session of the eighth Congiess, 12 Decem- 
ber, 1803, and was adopted by the constitutional 
number of States in 1804, according to a public 
notice thereof by the Secretary of State, dated 25th 
Septembcr,"of the same year. 
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CHAPTER 2. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES OP THE FOLLOWING TABLES. 



1. The tables of Electoral votes for President and 
Vice President of the United States, commencing with 
page 37, presents an historical synopsis of the lead- 
ing political sentiments of the American people, from 
the adoption of the Constitution to the present time, 
tis indicated by the votes given for the distinguished 
individuals whose opinions were supposed to embody, 
from time to time, those sentiments, and a biographi- 
cal notice of the individuals themselves; the statement 
of whose names alone will recal to memory their 
meritorious public services and exalted characters. 

2. The table commencing with page 66, of the 
terms of office and length of service, in the Senate, 
of the Vice Presidents and Presidents pro tempore, 
may be supposed, generally, to shew, from time to 
time, the leading political sentiments of the majority 
of that honorable body, as indicated by the choice of 
Senators to occupy the station of President pro tem- 
pore, whose political sentiments were, at the time, 
well known. This table also shews the commence- 
ment and termination of, as well as the number of 
Jays in, each session of Congress and special sessionT 

9* 
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of the Senate, from the 4th March, 1789, to the ter- 
mination of the first session of the twenty-ninth Con- 
gress, being the 10th of August, 1846. 

3. The table commencing with page 64 shews the 
names, and the commencement and termination of 
the seiTice, of every Senator of the United States, 
from the 4th March, 1789, to the 10th August, 1846, 
being the termination of the 1st session 29th Congress. 
A geographical, rather than an alphabetical, arrange- 
ment was preferred , for the reason that a regular suc- 
cession may be traced in the service of the several 
classes of Senators of each State, from the commence- 
ment of the Government, or the admission of such 
State into the Union, to the present time. 

This table practically illustrates that provision of the 
Constitution which directs the arrangement of the 
Senators into three classes, whose terms of service ex- 
pire alternately every two years, exhibiting the pro- 
gressive application of the principle to the Senators 
from new States as they become qualified, by which 
the three classes are preserved equal in number, or as 
nearly so as practicable — one-third being elected bi- 
ennially, and two-thirds being, at all times, prepared 
to attend the call of their country for the transaction 
of Legislative, Executive, or Judicial business; or, 
indeed, by a provident arrangement of the State Le- 
gislatures (as is the prevailing practice) in re-electing 
the Senators whose terms of service are about to ex- 
pire, or electing others in anticipation of vacancies. 
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the Senate may preserve a coatinued existence in 
full force. 

4. The table commencing with page 105, exhibits 
the names and terms of service of the Representatives 
in Congress who have been elected to^ and have oc- 
cupied ^ the distinguished station of Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the United States^ from 
the 4th March, 1789, to the 10th August, 1846, and 
the names of the States of which they were Repre- 
sentatives. 

The second and fourth tables embrace the names 
of all those individuals who have occupied the stations 
of Vice President, President pro tempore, and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives; the occupants of 
which offices have been constituted a reserve corps by 
the provisions of the Constitution, and of the act of 
Congress of the 1st March, 1792, in the order in which 
they are here mentioned , to fill the office of President 
of the United States, in the event of its becoming va- 
cant by any of the casualties enumerated in the Con- 
stitution. Hence has arisen the practice of the Vice 
President's retiring from the Chair of the Senate a 
short time previous to the adjournment of each ses- 
sion, with the view of affording the Senate an oppor- 
tunity of choosing a President pro tempore, who, ac^ 
cording to the prevailing practice , would hold that 
office until the reappearance of the Vice President in 
the Senate; and, should any casualty deprive the 
country of the services of the President, and Vice Pre- 
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flident actiag as President^ during the recess of Con- 
gress^ the President pro tempore so chosen, according 
to the prevailing understcmding j would be prepared 
to occupy that office until a President could be elect- 
ed; which office would otherwise, however, devolve 
on the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
should the vacancy happen during the existence of a 
Congress; but should there be no President pro tem- 
pore, and the vacancy occur during a recess, after the 
expiration of one Congress and previous to the assem- 
bling of another, while there was no Speaker, there 
would then be no officer to fill that high and respon- 
sible station. 

These tables may afford a useful suggestion of the 
importance of preserving the biography of distinguish- 
ed citizens who may have been, or may be called to 
important public stations, with a view of extending 
the practical political history of the country, which, 
perhaps, could not be more effectually developed than 
by a faithful delineation of the characters, principles, 
and acts of the American statesmen, whose wisdom 
and patriotism have elevated the character of the Re- 
public, and will continue to guide its destinies, as it 
is fervently hoped, through the long vista of ages to 
the consummation of time. 
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•Owrge WflBhington, elected Presideiit, took the oath of oflioa 
fin B second term on 4th March, 1793. 

John Adams, elected Vice President, look the oath of oiEce and 
atleuded in Senate on ad Decembw, 1793. 










:::: 


;«»;;;;; 


; ; ; ; at 




'a'BJo'Aia 


::::-: 




: : : : - 


-i 


■■4 JO 'urn 


: : : :-^" 




::::■> 


1 


■D-MJo 


::::": 




: : ; : " 


.^«, 








:" : : " 


-KM A NJO 


: :- : : 


« 




: : : : " 










: : : ;" 


: : : ; •" 




m^iSi^o 








— :- 3 


1 


™.-Sfi-, 




S 




: : : .■ a 


i 

1 

1 


5SSK 


""* ; ;""*" :" : : : 


: : : : S 




. . .»-—• '"-a- 


5- . S 




"""SS- := : : : 


. . . . 8 


■seBWJn 


: : : — -"--S= 


'2-" p 


i 


i • 


11 




ift; 
illlo 


1 ■ i : T? 




■HEIB ip>»» 
lODjjBimaBia 


""■•"S 


as: 


"S-S- 


•a-» s 






New Hompabin 



Rkode Island 

Connetticnt 

Tennont.. ..■■■. 

New York 

New Jeraej 

PennspWania.-.. 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Kentacky 

NoTlh Carolina. . . 

TeoiKHee 

South Carolina. . . 
Georgia 



I 



vnifd B.r Thomas J^Birsjii, nr Vi 



coniinued □mil 'J'uDidiiy, iTih Pebmnry, ISOI, when Uie (lUty-flnii ba 
kad all Ui( piTTHHii balinu, reiulied ihc Hme ar ihs Dm. Tiic ttdu» 
■nic««l«d (a llw llilily-tlitb ballot, ind h bavlncbeen conctudnl, Ib>' d) 
dadaiMl thai llw vouw nT ten Slain bad bom iiWn Rii Tlminu itft^a 
Tliflais, llie vol»nr(i>Dr si31eiR>rAarnnB<iiT.ofNewVork,«iilllii' 
nf two BHUa In hlnnk ; and thai ™n«qnontly, TlHiinM Jelfeinon, of Vii 



Aimn Burr.u Vic* 
^ti(ion4UiMan:b, It 



letit, took Qia otih of «fflae, ind ci 



1 


ITATBI. 


P„.„„.- 


I. PBESIDUr*. 


n 

■5-= 
2 


It 


ill 


1 


1 

s 


7 




7 
19 
4 

e 

19 

8 

ao 
'a 

34 
14 
10 

s 
s 

e 

3 


■ ■ 

1 's 

1 ^ 


19 

"fi 

19 

8 

ao 

i 

i« 

10 
6 
5 

i 










Rhode Island 


•■ 








19 
















3 

n 


DeJaware 


s 










1 ; 












































176 


Whole number of electora . . 
Majority 89 


162 


1 14 


Its 


14 



Thomas JeffersoD, elected Preaident, took the oath of office for n 
second term on 4lh March, 1805. 

Georae Clinton, elected Vice Presideot, took the oath of office in 
Seoau Chamber on 4lh March, 190S. 
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Jainm Madison, elected President, took lh« onth of office, and 
entered upon its duties on 4ih March, 1809. 

George Clinton, elected Vice President, look the oath of office^ 
to Senaie Chamber, on 4ih March, 1809. 
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Jamea Monroe, elected President, took the oath of office and en- 
■Mmi upon ila duties on 4th March, 1817. 

Daniel D. Tompkins, elected Vice President, took the oath or 
ii^ce tuid attended in Senate on 4lh March, 1817. 
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James Monroe elected President for a second term. (There ia 
no nOticeontheJournalBofConsrcsB of his having taken the oath.) 

Daniel D, Tompkins elected Vice President for a second term. 
(There is no notice on the Journals of Congreas of his haying lakea 
ihe OBlh.) 
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James Monroe, elected President, took the oath of office and 
4ered upon its duties on 4th March, 1817. 

Daniel D. Tompkins, elected Vice Pftsideht, took the 
office and attendea in Senate on 4th March, 1817. 
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Andrew Jnckaan, elected President, took the oath of office, and 
eniered upon its dutjea tlie 4th of March, 1339. 

John C. Calhoun, elected Vice President, took the oath of office, 
and attended in 8«nai« the 4th of March, 1839. 
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Andrew Jackson, elected President, took the oath of olSce, and 
eoDtimnid the duties 4th March, 1833. 

Martin Van Buren, elected Tiee PresMent, look the oath of of- 
fice, BDd entered npon its dulk* 4lh March, 1833. 
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Martin Van Biiren, elected President, took the oalh of office, and 
entered upon ila duties 4lh March, 1837. 

Richard M. Johnson, elected Vice Preaidenl, took the oftlh •( 
office, and attended in ScMte 4lh Much, 1837. 
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"William H. HarriBon, elected President, took the oath of office 
■ndenlcrcdupoiiitBdulieBon 4th March, 1841. 

John Tyler^ elected Vice President, look the oath of offiM and 
cnieitd Dpoa its dntiei on tlbMaich, IMl. 
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^ Tdisdat, 4pnl e, ISil. 

Immedialely after the ieceaae of ihe PrMiiJent, Mr. WebBler, 
jr., Chief Clerk in the DeparUnem of SUilP, BCMunponitjl by Mr. 
BenJI, BH officer of Ihe Senate, BOt out for the raBidcnce of the Vice 
President, in Virginia, beaiing to him the following letter : 

Washington, Jjpril 4, 1841. 
To Jqhn Tilbb, 

Hce Presideni of the Ufuted Staita. 

SiB : II hea become our moat painful duty U> inform you that 
William Henry Harrison, late Presideni of the TTnited Slates, hiu 
departed this life. 

This diatressing event took place this day, at the Presidents 
Mansion in this cily, at thirty minulea before one in the morning. 

We lose no lime in deapatohing the Chief Clerk in the Slate 
Department, oa a special meaaenger, to benr you these melancholy 

"We have the honor to be, with the highest regard, your oliedient 

DANIEL WEBSTER, 

Secrttary ofSliiit, 
THOMAS EWING, 

Sect-dory q/" lit Trtttsarg- 



JOHN BELL, 

SrcreMni nf War. 
JOHN J. CRITTENDEn, 
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City of "Washington, D. C, 

Wednesday f Jipril 7, 1841. 

By the extraordinary despatch used in sending the official intel- 
ligence to the Vice President, at Williamsburg, and similar des- 
patch by him in repairing to the seat of Government, John Tyler, 
now President of tne United States, arrived in this city yesterday 
morning, at 5 o'clock, and took lodgings at Brown's Hotel. 

At 12 o'clock, all the Heads of Departments, except the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, (who has not yet returned to the city from his 
visit to his family,) waited upon him, to pay him their official and 
personal respects. They were received with all the politeness and 
kindness which characterize the new President. He signified his 
deep feelinff of the public calamity sustained by the deam of Pres- 
ident Harrison, and expressed his profound sensibility to the heavy 
responsibilities so suddenly devolved upon himself. He spoke of 
the present state of things with great concern and seriousness, and 
ma^ known his wishes that the several Heads of Departments 
would continue to fill the places which they now respectively oc- 
cupy, and his confidence that they would afford all the aid in their 
power to enable him to carry on the administration of the Govern- 
ment successfully. 

The President then took and subscribed the following oalh of 
office : 

I do solemnly swear, that I will faithfully execute tlie office of 
President of the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, 
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States. 

JOHN TYLER. 

April 6, 1841. 

District op Columbia, 

City and county of Washingtonj ss: 

I, William Cranch, Chief Jud^e of the Circuit Court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, certify, that the above named John Tyler per- 
sonally appeared before me this day, and, although he deems him- 
self qualified to perform the duties, and exercise the powers and 
office of President on the death of William Henry Harrison, late 
President of the United States, without any other oath than that 
which he has taken as Vice President, yet, as doubts may arise, 
and for greater caution, took and subscribed the foregoing oath 
before me. 

W. CRANCH. 
April 6, 1841. 
10 
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James K. Polk, elected President, look the oath of office and 
enleredupon its duties on 41h March, 1845. 

Georee Mifflin Dallas, elected Vice Prendenl, attended in Senate 
and took the oath of office on 4tb March, 1845. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS TO CHAPTER 3. 



The insertion of the following proceedings may prove a warning 
against the treasonable suggestions of the evil spirit, whose insidi- 
ous and alluring temptations are, not unfrequently, directed towards 
the most ardent and honest citizens, whose zeal in the defence of the 
supposed interests of a part of the Union might induce them even to 
go so far as to calculate the value of the Union itself, and of the Consti- 
tution. By exliibiting the impotency of the measures adopted by 
the Old Confederation, to provide for the wants, and to secure the 
independence and safety of the people, the perusal of these proceed- 
ings will induce a due appreciation of the value of our inestimable 
Union, so firmly bound together by the conservative and protective 
principles of our noble Constitution, and will banish from the mind 
the least idea of a disorganizing tendency, or of relapsing into the 
enfeebled condition of the Greneral Government before the adoption 
of the Constitution. The danger of extracting from the edifice one 
particle of the material which serves to support ite magnificent su- 
perstructure, is here practically made manifest, and every true 
hearted American citizen will firmly resolve, with heart and hand, 
to guard the Union, fortified by the Constitution — this citadel of our 
liberties — with sleepless vigilance. 



CHAPTER 3. 

Brief statement of the official proceedings andprox- 
imate causes which led to the adoption and ratifi- 
cation of tite Constitution of the United States. 

IN CONGRESS OF THE CONFEDERATION. 

Wednesday, February 15, 1786. 

Congress assembled : Present, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia, Maryland, and South Carolina. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. King, Mr. Pinck- 
ney, Mr. Kean, Mr. Monroe, and Mr. Pettit, to 
whom were referred several reports and documents 
concerning the system of general revenue, recom- 
mended by Congress on the 18th of April, 1783, 
report: 

**That, in pursuance of the above reference, they have carefully 
exammed the acts of the several States, relative to the general system 
of revenue recommended by Congress on the 18th of April, 1783, 
and find that the States of Delaware and North Carolina have passed 
acts in full conformity with the several parts thereof; the former of 
which States has inserted a proviso in their act, restraining the ope- 
ration thereof until each of the other States shall have made a like 
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and equaJly estcnaive grant ; that the Slates of New Hflmpeiiire. 
MaBsaoliuBStlSi Connecticut, New Jersey, Vii^nia, and South Cei- 
rolina, liave each passed acta complying with thtii part of the sys- 
tem which recommends a gieneral impost, but have come 1o no de- 
cision oa the other pari, whicli proposes the eslablishmem or funds, 
supplemGntary to, and tn aid of the general impost; (hat the Slate 
of Pennsylvania has parsed an act complying with the racommen- 
datioti of the general impost, and in the same act Las declared, that 
Iheir proportion, or quota of the aupplemeulary funds, sliaJI be 
raised add levied on the persons and esuics of the ioLabitanls of 
that Stale, in suchmnnner as the legislature lliereof shall, from time 
to time, direct; with this proviso, that if nuy of the annual propor- 
licn of the supplementary funds shall be otherwise raised and paid 
to the United Stales, then sHcli annual levy or tax shnll he discon- 
tinued: The committee concfiive that this clause ia rather an engage- 
rooni tliBt Pennsylvania will proride adequate aupplamentary fiinde, 
than an actual cgUiblishment thereof) nevertheless, the act conlains 
a pTorisD restraining its operation until each of the other Slates shall 
have passed laws in full conformity with the whole of llie revenue 
system BfnrGsoid; The committee further find, that the Stale of 
Rhode Island has passed on act on this subject, but so dlQerentf^Bi 
tlio plan recommended, and so wholly insufficient, that it cannot be 
considered as a compliance with any pait of the system submitted 
for their adoption; that the Suite of Maryland passed an act in 1763, 
and a supplement thereto in 1784, complying with the recommeir- 
dation of Congress of the 3d of February, 1781, which recomroen- 
dation is not compatible with, and was reHnquisbed by the Teaolvea 
of Congress of the 18th of April, 1783; but that neither the State of 
Maryland, New York, nor Greorgia, has passed any act in purai- 
ancflofthe system of the 18th of April, 1783, 

From this statement it appears that seven States, viz; New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, have granted the impost in 
such manner, that if the other six States had made similar grants, 
the plan of the general impost might immediately begin to operate: 
that two other States, viz., Pennsylvania and Delaware, have also 
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granted theuipMt, bat liavv connected their grants with provisoes, 
which will ^i^pfvi their operation until all the other States shall 
have passed laws in fiill conformity with the whole of the rcTenue 
system aforesaid ; that two only of these nine States, viz., Delaware 
and Nordi Carolina, have iiiOy acceded to that system in all its 
parts; and that the four other States, viz., Rhode Island, New 
York, Maryland, and Georgia, have not decided in favor of any 
part of the s]rstem of revenue aforesaid, so long since, and so re- 
peatedly presented by Congress for their adoption. 

The committee have thought it their duty candidly to examine 
the principles of this system, and to discover, if possible, the rea- 
sons which have prevented its adoption ; they cannot learn that any 
member of the confederacy has stated or brought forward any ob- 
jections against it, and the result of their impartial inquiries into the 
nature and operation of the plan, has been a clear and decided opin- 
ion, that the system itself is more free from well-founded excep- 
tions, and is better calculated to receive the approbation of the seve- 
ral States than any other that the wisdom of Congress'can devise. 
In the course <^ this inquiry, it most clearly appeared that the 
requisitions of Congress, for eight years past, have been so irregu- 
lar in their operation, so uncertain in their collection, and so evi- 
dently unproductive, that a reliance on them in future as a source 
from whenHiL moneys are to be drawn to discharge the engagements 
of the confederacy, definite as they are in time and amount, would 
be not less dishonorable to the understandings of those who entertain 
such confidence, than it would be dangerous to the welfare and 
peace of the Union. The committee are therefore seriously im- 
pressed with the indispensable obligation that Congress are under, 
of representing to the immediate and impartial consideration of the 
several States, the utter impossibility of maintaining and preserving 
the faith of the Federal Government by temporary requisitions on 
the States, and the consequent necessity of an early and complete 
accession of all the States to the revenue system of the 18th of 
April, 1783. 

Although in a business of this magnitude and importance to the 
respective States, it was natural to expect a due degree of caution, 




and a thoiougli inTMUgalion of Ihe aystem recomniendni, yel Uic 
conuniUec numot rorbeor to remark, lliat Ihja plan has been undi-r 
rcTereoce ibr nearly three yearn; thai, during thai period, numfjrrvus 
«luUigM have taken place in the delegations of every Stale, hut lliai 
ihis ayitem haa rMaJTeil the repeated approbation of each luccea- 
■in Congress, and that the urgency of the public engagementa at 
thia lime, renders it the unquealionable dnty of Ibe several Slates (o 
adopt, without further delay, thoae nibaaiirea which alone, in tliir 
judgment of the cammitlce, can preserve Ibe sacred faith of Ihi* 
confederacy." 

"Thus ii m evident thai the sum of S,45T,<>87 25-90lhs dollara 
only, was received in a apace of niore than four yenrs, when the 
requiaitiunB, in the moat forcible manner, pressed on the Scatea the 
paynienl of much larger auma, and for purposes of the higheat na- 
tional imponance. It ahould Ije here observed, that the receipts of 
the last fourteen monLlis of the above period, amoimt only to 
433,897 Sl-90tha dollars, which ia at the rale of 371,052 doUara per 
annum, a aum abort of whal is essemially neceasary for the barr 
maintenance of the Federal Qovemmeni on the most economical 
emablishment, and in lime of profound peace. 

The commiilse obaerve, witli greal concern, thai tiie security of 
the navigation and commerce of the citizens of these States from the 
Barbary powers, the protection of the frontier inhabiUBt^Mnn the 
■avagea, Che immediate establishment of mihiary magazines in dif- 
ferent parts of the Union, rendered indtapensable by the principlea 
of public safety, the maintenance of the Federal OoTemment at 
home, and the support of the public servants abroad, each and all, 
depend upon the conu-ibulions of the States under the annual requi- 
sitions of Congress. The moneys eaaentially necessaj-y for these 
important objects, will ao far exceed the sums formerly collected 
from the Slatca by taxes, that no hope cnn be indulged of being 
able, from that source, to make any rEmittances for the discharge of 
foreign engagcmenla. 

Thua circumstanced, aAer the most solemn deliberauon, and 
under the fulleat conviction that the pubUc embarrassments ar« sucn 
as sbove represented, and that they are daily increasing, the com- 



113 

mittM are of opinkm that it has become the duty of Congress to 
declare, most explicitly, that the crisis has arrived when the peo|de 
of these United States, by whose will, and for whose benefit the 
Federal Gk>Temment was instituted, must decide whether they will 
support their rank as a nation, by maintaining the public faith at 
home and abroad; or whether, for want of a timely exertion in 
establishing a general revenue, and thereby giving strength to the 
confederacy, they will hazard not only the existence of the Union, 
but of those great and invaluable pnvil^es for which they have so 
arduously and so honorably contended." 

Resolved^ That Congress agree to the said report. 

And to the end, that Congress may remain wholly acquitted from 
every imputation of a want of attention to the interest and welfare 
of those whom they represent, 

Rt8olvtd, That the requisitions of Congress of the 37th of April, 
1784, and the 27th of September, 1785, cannot be considered as the 
establishment of a system of general revenue, in opposition to that 
recommended to the several States by the resolves of Congress of 
the 18th of April, 1783. 

Resohedf That the resolves of Congress of the 18th of April, 
1783, recommending a system of general revenue, be again present- 
ed to the consideration of the legislatures of the several States, which 
have nc^ fully complied with the same. That it be earnestly recom- 
mended to the legislatures of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticutj New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vii^nia, and South Carolina, 
which have complied only in part with the said system, completely 
to adopt the same; and to the legislatures of the States of Rhode 
Island, New York, Maryland, and Greorgia, which have not adopted 
the said system, either in whole or in part, to pass laws, without 
further delay, in full conformity with the same. But as it is highly 
necessary that every possible aid should, in the most expeditious 
manner, be obtained to the revenue of the United States, it is there* 
fore recommended to the several States, that, in adopting the said 
system, they enable the United States, in Congress assembled, to 
carry into effect that part which relates to the impost, so soon as it 
shall be acceded to. 

15 
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"^ Mi9ohed^ Thai whiUit Congrma are deniad the maona of wnitfy-' 
ing thoae engagemeota wkich tiiey have oonatitatioiially emered imo- 
Uk the common benefit of the Union, they hold it .thflir duty to wnm 
their constitaenta that the moat fiital evila will inevitably flow firom 
a breach of public fidth, pledged by solenm contract, and a Tii^atioii 
of thoae principlea of justice, which are the only aolid baaia of the 
honor and prosperity of nations. 



COMMONWEALTH OP VIRGINIA. 
In the House of DekgaUt^ January ^Ut, 1786. 

Resolvedj That Edmund Randolph, James Madison, junior, Wal* 
ter Jonea, Saint George Tucker, Meriwether Smith, Darid Rciaa; 
William Ronald, and George Mason, esquires, be appointed com- 
missioners, who, or any five of whom, shall meet such oMnmiaL 
sioners as may be appointed by the other States in the Unkm, at 
a time and place to be agreed on, to take into considereiloB the 
trade of the United States ; to examine the relative situationa and 
trade of the said States ; to consider how far an uniform system in 
their commercial regulations may be necessary to their common in- 
terest and their permanent harmony, and to report to the several 
States such an act relative to this great object, as, when imanimous- 
ly ratified by them, will enable the United States, in Congress as- 
sembled, effectually to provide for the same : that the said commis- 
sioners shall immediately transmit to the several States copies of 
the preceding resolution, with a circular letter requesting their con- 
currence therein, and proposing a time and place for the meeting 
aforesaid. 

Test: JOHN BECKLEY, C H. D. 

1786, January Qlst, 

Agreed to by the Senate. 

H. BROOKE, C. S. 
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By his exceUency, Patrick Henry, esquire, governor of the com- 
monwealth of Virginia, it is hereby certified that John 
Beckley, the person subscribing the above resolve, is 
derk of the house of delegates, and that due faith and 

{l. s.] credit is, and ought to be, paid to all things done by him 
by virtue of his office. Given under my hand as gov- 
ernor, and under the seal of the commonwealth, at Rich- 
mond, the 6th day of July, 1786. 

P. HENRY. 

{Certain other of the States came readily into the measure pro- 
posed, and a meeting of commissioners took place at Annapolis, 
whose proceedings are stated in the following report :] 

ANNAF0LI8, IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND, 

September 11, 1786. 

At a meeting of commissioners from the States of New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Virginia : 

FRESENT : 
NEW YORK. DELAWARE. 

Alexander Hamilton, Gkorge Read, 

Elgbert Benson. John Dickinson, 

NEW JERSEY. Richard Bassett. 

Abraham Clarke, Virginia. 

William C. Houston, Eldmund Randolph, 

James Schureman. Jeunes Madison, jun., 

PENNSYLVANIA. Saint Gkorge Tucker. 

Tench Coxe. 
Mr. Dickinson was unanimously elected chairman. 
The commissioners produced their credentials from their respec- 
tive States, which were read. 

After a full communication of sentiments, and deliberate consi- 
deration of what would be proper to be done by the commissioners 
now assembled, it was unanimously agreed, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare a draught of a report to be made to the States 
having commissioners attending at this meeting. 
Adjourned till Wednesday morning. 
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Wtiiui i ag , a^fUrnktr 13,.178& 

Met agraeaUe to adjounuiieiit. 

The committee appointed for that puipoeoy reported the dnng^ 
of the report, which being read, the meeting proceeded to the cmi- 
aideration thereof; and after some time apent therain, adjourned 
tin toHOdonrow morning. 

Thwr9ia$, SqfUmher 14, 1786. 

Met agreeable to adjournment. 

The meeting resumed the consideration of the draught oi the r^ 
p^ and after some time tpeni therein, and aihendmenta made, the 
aame was unanimously agreed to, and is as foUowa, to wttr 
To thchonorable the legiriatures of Virginia, Delaware, Pemuiyhs^ 

nia. New Jersey, and New York, the conmustioners firom the 

said States, respectively, assembled at Annapolis, humbly bc|^ 

leave to report: 

That, pursuant to their several e^pointments, they met aft Ann»- 
polis, in the State of Maryland, on the 11th day of 8q»tember 
instant, and having proceeded to a communication of their powera, 
they found that the States of New York, Pennsylvania^ and Yii^ 
ginia, had, in substance, and nearly in the same terms, authorized 
their respective commissioners *' to meet such commissioners as 
were or might be appointed by the other States in the Union, at 
such time and place as should be agreed upon by the said commis- 
sioners, to take into consideration the trade and commerce of the 
United States, to consider how far an uniform system in their com- 
mercial intercourse and regulations might be necessary to their 
common interest and permanent harmony, and to report to the seve- 
ral states such ein act relative to this great object, as, when unani- 
mously ratified by them, would enable the United States in con- 
gress assembled efTectucdly to provide for the same." 

That the State of Delaware had given similar powers to their 
commissioners, with this difference only, that the act to be framed 
in virtue of these powers, is required to be reported " to the Um- 
ted States in congress assembled, to be agreed to by them, and con 
firmed by the legislatures of every State." 
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That the State of New Jersey had eAlavged the object of their 
appointment, empowering their commiasioBors, '*to eonsider how 
far an uniform system in their commercial regulations and ttker tm- 
poriant matUrt, mif ht be necessary to the common interest and per> 
manent harmony of the scTeral States ;** and to report such an act 
on the subject, as, when ratified by them, *' would enable the Um'* 
ted States in congress assembled, effectually to provide for the exi- 
gencies of the union. " 

That appointments of commissionera have also bees made by the 
States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and North 
Carolina, none of whom, however, have attended ; but that no in- 
formation has been received by your commissioners, of any ap- 
pointraent having been made by the States of Connecticut, Mary- 
land, South Carolina, or Greorgia. 

That the express terms of the powers to your commissioners 
supposing a deputation from all the Stated, and having for object 
the trade and commerce of the United States, youi^ commissioners 
did not conceive it adviseable to proceed on the business of their 
mission under the circumstance of so partial and defective a refsre- 
sentation. 

Deeply impressed, however, with the magnitude and importance 
of the object confided to them on tiiis occasion, your commissioners 
cannot forbear to indulge an expression of their earnest and unan- 
imous wish, that speedy measures may be taken to effect a general 
meeting of the States, in a fixture convention for the same and such 
other purposes, as the situation of public affairs may be found to re- 
quire. 

If, in expressing this wish, or in intimating any other sentiment, 
your commissioners should seem to exceed the strict bounds of 
their appointment, they entertain a full confidence, that a conduct, 
dictated by an anxiety for the welfare of the United States, will not 
fail to receive on indulgent construction. 

In this persuasion, your commissioners submit an opinion, that 
the idea of extending the powers of their deputies to other objects 
than those of commerce, which has been adopted by the State of 
New Jersey, was an improvement ob fthe original plan, and will de- 
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•erre to be mcofporated into that of a fiitun con MBHjott» fihmf are 
th^ more naturally led to this 6oiichuuoii, aa, in the oouraa of dieir 
refleetioBB on the subject, they hare been indooed to tfakik thai the 
powor of regulating trade ia of auch oomprehenaiTtt extent, and wfll 
enter ao fiur into the general 83ratem of ^ federal goTernmeatythat 
to give it effieae]|r, and to obyiate queationa and doubta eoaetnf* 
ing its precise nature and limits, may require a o o f rcqa oadeat ad* 
juatment of other parts of the federal system. 

That there are important defects in the system of the federal go- 
vernment, ia acknowledged by the acta of all thoee Statea whkih 
have concurred in the present meeting ; that the defects, upon a cl oa ea 
examination, may be found greater and more numennia than aven 
theae acta imply, is at least so far probable, from the embamulBniflnti 
which characterise the present state of our natimud affiura, ^Ibre^gtf 
and domestic, as may reasonably be supposed to marit a ddSbenda 
and candid discussion, ifl some mode which will unite the aenttmenta 
and^councils ofall the States. In the choice of the mode, your eom- 
miasioners are of opinion, that a convention of depntiee from the 
different States, for the special and sole purpose of entering into thia 
investigation, and digesting a plan for supplying such defeefa-aa 
may be discovered to exist, will be entitled to a preference from con- 
siderations which will occur without being particularized. 

Your commissioners decline an enumeration of those national cir- 
cumstances on which their opinion respecting the propriety of a fu- 
ture convention, with more enlarged powers, is founded ; as it would 
be an useless intrusion of facts and observations, most of which s 
have been frequently the subject of public discussion, and none of 
which can have escaped the penetration of those to whom they 
would in this instance be addressed. They are, however, of a na- 
ture so serious, as, in the view of your commissioners, to render 
the situation of the United States delicate and critical, calling for an 
exertion of the united virtue and wisdom of all the members of the 
confederacy. 

Under this impression, your commissioners, with the most res- 
pectful deference, beg leave to suggest their unanimous conviction, 
that it may essentially tend to advance the interests of the union, if 
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the States, by whom they have been respectively ^delegated, would 
themselves concur, and use their endeavors to procure the concur- 
rence of the other States in the appointment of commissioners, to 
meet at Philadelphia on the second Monday in May next, to take 
into consideration the situation of the United States, to devise such 
further provisions as shall appear to them necessary to render the 
constitution of the federal government adequate to the exigencies of 
the union ; and to report such an act for that purpose to the United 
States in Cbrigress assembled, as, when agreed to by them, and af- 
terwards confirmed by the legislatures of every State, will effectually 
provide for the same. 

Though your commissioners could not with propriety address 
these observations and sentiments to any but the States they have 
the honor to represent, they have nevertheless concluded, from mo- 
tives of respect, to transmit copies of this report to the United 
States in ^Congress assembled, and to the Executives of the other 
States. 

By order of the commissioners. 

Dated at Annapolis, September 14th, 1786. 

Resolved, That the chairman sign the aforegoing report in be- 
half of the commissioners. 

Then adjourned without day. 

NEW YORK. DELAWARE. 

Egbert B^ison, George Read, 

Alexander Hamilton. John Dickinson, 

NEW JERSEY. Richcu'd Bassctt, 
Abra. Clark, * Virginia. 

Wm. Ch. Houston, Edmund Randolph, 

James Schureman. James Madison, jun. 

PENNSYLVANIA. St. George Tucker. 
Tench Coxe. 
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IN CONGRESS OF THE CONFEDERATION, 

Wednesday, February 21, 1787. 

Congress assembled : Present , Massachusetts , Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York,. New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Virginia, Maryland, North Ca- 
rolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

The repoft of a Qrand Committee, consisting of Mr. Dane, Mr. 
Vamum, Mr. S. M. Mitchell, Mr. Smith, Mr. Cadwallader, Mr. 
Irvine, Mr. N. Mitchell, Mr. Forrest, Mr. Grayson, Mr. Blount, 
Mr. Bull, and Mr. Few, to whom was referred a letter of 14th Sep- 
tember, 1786, from J. Dickinson, written at the rfequest of commis- 
sioners from the States of Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and New York, assembled at the city of Annapolis, together 
with a copy of the report of the said commissioners to the legisla- 
tures of the States by whom they were appointed, being an order 
of the day, was called up, and which is contained in the following 
resolution, viz : 

"Congress having had under consideration the letter of Jolui 
Dickinson, esq., chairman of the commissioners who assembled at 
Annapolis during the last year; also the proceedings of the said com- 
missioners; and entirely coinciding with them, as to the inefficiency 
of the Federal Grovernment, and the necessity of devising such far- 
ther provisions as shall render the same adequate to the exigencies 
of the Union, do strongly recommend to the different legislatures to 
send forward delegates, to meet the proposed convention, on the 
second Monday in May next, at the city of Philadelphia.*' 

The del^^ates for the State of New York thereupon laid before 
Congress instructions which they had received from their constitu- 
ents, and, in pursuance of the said instructions, moved to postpone 
the further consideration of the report, in order to take up the fol- 
lowing proposition, viz : 

"That it be recommended to the States composing the Union, 
that a convention of representatives from the said States respective- 
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ly, be held at , on , for the purpose of revising the 

Articles of Confederation and perpetual union between the United 
States of America, and reporting to the United States in Congress 
assembled, and to the States respectively, such alterations and 
amendments of the said Articles of Confederation, as the represen- 
tatives met in such convention shall judge proper and necessary to 
render them adequate to the preservation and support of the Union. '^ 
On the question to postpone, for the purpose above mentioned, 
the yeas and nays being required by the delegates for New York, 

Massachusetts Mr. King, ay ) 

Dane, ay > ^^ 

Connecticut Mr. Johnson, ay > ^ . 

S. Mitchell, no ] **^^- 

»Nho York Mr. Smith, ay ) 

Benson, ay J ^ 

A«o Jersey Mr. Cadwallader, ay ^ 

Clarke, no > no 

Scheurman, no ) 

Pennsyhania,., • .Mr. Irvine, no ^ 

Meredith, ay > no 

Bingheun, no S 

Delaware Mr. N. Mitchell, no f * 

Maryland Mr. Forrest, no J- * 

Virginia Mr. Grayson, ay > 

'Madison, ay ) 

J^. Carolina Mr. Blount, no ) 

Hawkis, no \ "^ 

5. Carolina Mr. Bull, no ' 

Kean, no 

Huger, no 

Parker, no 

Georgia Mr. Few, ay > ^• 

Pierce, no ] °^^' 

So the question was lost. 

A motion was then made by the delegates for Massachusetts, to 
postpone the further consideration of the report, in order to take 
into consideration a motion which they read in their place ; this be- 
ing agreed to, the motion of the delegates for Massachusetts was 
token up, and, being amended, was agreed to, as follows: 
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Whereas there is proviBion in tlia Articles of Cnnfederalion and 
perpelusl Union, for muting ajteratioiifl therEin, by the Bssonl of a 
Congrei He United Slates, and of the legialatureH of the several 

States ; Itreas experience haXh evinced that there ore defects 

in the p.. confederolion, aa a meiui to remedy which oeveral of 

the Suua, and putioularly the Slate of New York, by express in- 
■tructiona to thcic dclegoles m CongreBS, have suggealed a conven- 
tion for the purposes expressed in the following resolution; and 
«uch mnvenflon appflariog to be the moat probHble raean of eata- 
blishiog in these Slates a Gim National Government: 

Resolved, Thai, in the opinion of CongreSB, it is expedient, thai, 
on the second Monday in May next, a convention of deiegales, who 
shall have been appointed by the ssTcral States, be held at Philadel- 
phia, for the sole and express purpose of revising the Article* of 
Confederation, and reporting lo Congress, and the several legiala- 
turea, such alterations and provisions therein as shall, when agreed 
to in CoBgreaa, and confirmed by the Stales, render the Federal 
Conalilution adequate lo the exigencies of Government, and the 
preservation of the Union. 



Ada of Ike several Stales for the appmtitment of 

Deputies to tneet in Oonventimt, for the ptirpose 

of forming a Constitution of Government, viz: 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA. 

General .Saterabiy, begun and held rI 1^ publu bvildings In the eity tf 

n Iht year of «ur 

An act for appointing Deputies from this Commonwealth to a C«Ji- 
vention proposed to be held in tlie city of Philadelphia, in May 
next, for the purpose of revising the Federal Constitution. 
Whereas the commissioners who assembled at Anni^lU, on the 
14thday of September last, for the purpose of devising and report- 
ing the means of enabling Congress to provide efiactuatly for tha 
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commercial interesta of the United States, have represented the ne- 
cessity of extending the revision of the Federal system to all its de- 
fects, and have recommended that deputies for that purpose be ap- 
pointed by the several legislatures, to meet in convention, in the city 
of Philadelphia, on the second day of May next, a provision which 
was preferable to a discussion of the subje<^t in Congress, where it 
might be too much interrupted by the ordinary business before 
them, and where it would, besides, be deprived of the valuable 
counsels of sundry individuals who are disqualified by the Consti- 
tution, or laws of particular States, or restrained by peculiar circum- 
stances from a seat in that assembly : And whereas the GSeneral 
Assembly of this Commonwealth, taking into view the actual situ- 
ation of the confederacy, as well as reflecting on the alarming repre- 
sentations made, from time to time, by the United States in Con- 
gress, particuWIy in their act of the 15th day of February last, can 
no longer doubt that the crisis is arrived at which the good people 
of America are to decide the solemn question, whether they will, 
by wise and magnanimous efforts, reap the just fruits of that inde- 
pendence which they have so gloriously acquired, and of that Union 
which they have cemented with so much of their common blood, or 
whether, by giving way to unmanly jealousies and prejudices, or 
to partial and transitory interests, they will renounce the auspicious 
blessings prepared for them by the revolution, and furnish to its 
enemies an eventual triumph over those by whose virtue and valor 
it has been accomplished: And whereas the same noble and extend- 
ed policy, and the same fraternal and affectionate sentiments which 
originally determined the citizens of this Commonwealth to unite 
with their brethren of the other States in establishing a Federal Gro- 
vemment, ceuinot but be felt with equal force now as motives to lay 
aside every inferior consideration, and to concur in such farther con- 
cessions and provisions as may be necessary to secure the great ob- 
jects for which that Government was instituted, and to render the 
United States as happy in peace as they have been glorious in war: 
Be it therefore enacted by the GeMral •Assembly of the CommonweaUh 
of Vtrgimiay That seven commissioners be appointed by joint ballot 
of both Houses of Assembly, who, or any three of them, are here- 
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by authorized, as defratiea Amu this Comaiiniveahh, to lamtmuk 
depataes as may be appointed and authorized by other teile% lx> 
usemble in convention at JHiiladelphia as abore leeonunendedi md 
to join with them in deviaiBg and disenaaing all sooh-aheisdoBs 
and fiurther provisions as may be necessary to render ths-iMml- 
Constitution adequate to the exigencies of the Union; and 19 isporl- 
ing such an act for that purpose to the United States in CoDgnw; 
as when agreed to by them, and duly confirmed by the sereml 
States, will effectually proTide for the same. 

Jkid be ii JvrUter tnaOed, That in case of the death ef any of the 
said deputies, or of their declining their i^ypointments, the exseii- 
tive are hereby authorized to supply such Tacancies; and the Go- 
vernor is requested to transmit forthwith a copy of this act to the 
United States in Congress, and to theexecutiTes of each of the Stalea 
in the Union. 

(Signed) JOHN JONES, 

Speaker qf the Setude. 
JOSEPH PRENTISS, 
Speaker t^ ikt Hotui qf Deiege^, 
A true copy from the enrollment, 

JOHN BECKLEY, Clerk H. D. 

IN THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 

Monday f the Ath of December, 1786. 

The House, according to the order of the day, proceeded, by 
joint ballot with the Senate, to the appointment of seven deputies 
from this Commonwealth, to a convention proposed to be held in 
the city of Philadelphia in May next, for the purpose of revising 
the Federal Constitution, and the members having prepared tickets 
with the names of the persons to be appointed, and deposited the 
same in the ballot boxes, Mr. Corbin, Mr. Matthews, Mr. David 
Stewart, Mr. Greorge Nicholas, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Wills, Mr. 
Thomas Smith, Mr. Goodall, and Mr. Turberville, were nominated 
a committee to meet a committee from the Senate, in the conference 
chamber, and jointly with them to examine the ballot boxes, and 
report to the House on whom the majority of the votes should fall. 
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The committee then withdrew, and after some time returned into 
the House, and reported that the committee had, according to order, 
met a committee from the Senate in the conference chamber, and 
jointly with them examined the ballot boxes, and found a majority 
of rotes in favor of G«orge Washington, Patrick Henry, Edmund 
Randolph, John Blair, James Madison, Gfeorge Mason, and Gkorge 
Wythe, esqrs. Extract from the journal. 

JOHN BECKLEY, 

Clerk House Delegates. 
Attest: JoHK Becklet, Clerk H. D. 

IN THE HOUSE OF SENATORS. 
Monday, the \th of December, 1786. » 

The Senate, according to the order of the day, proceeded, by 
joint ballot with the House of Delegates, to the appointment of seven 
deputies from this Commonwealth, to .a convention proposed to be 
held in the city of Philadelphia in May next, for the purpose of re* 
vising the Federal Constitution ; and the members having prepared 
tickets with the names of the persons to be appointed, and deposited 
the same in the ballot boxes, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Nelson, and Mr. 
Lee, were nominated a committee to meet a committee from the 
House of Delegates, in the conference chamber, and jointly with 
them to examine the ballot boxes, and report to the House on 
whom the majority of rotes should fall. The committee then with- 
drew, and after some time returned into the House and reported 
that the committee had, according to order, met a committee from 
the House of Delegates, in the conference chamber, and jointly with 
them examined the ballot boxes, and found a majority of votes in 
favor of Greorge Washington, Patrick Henry, Edmund Randolph, 
John Blair, James Madison, Greorge Mason, and Gfeorge Wythe, 
esqrs. Extract from the journal 

JOHN BECKLEY, Clerk H, D. 

Attest: H. Brook, Clerk, 

[L. 8.] VIRGINIA, to vni: 

I do hereby certif^and make known, to all whom it may con- 
cern, that John Beckley, esq., is clerk of the House of Delegates for 
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this Commonwealth, and the proper officer for «tteetiiig the proceedr 
Inge of the General Assembly of the said Commonwealth, and that 
full faith and credit ought to be giVen to all things attested by the. 
said John Beckley, esq., by Tirtne of his office aforesaid. 

Qiven under my hand, as Qoyemor of the ComiBonweahh*<oC 
Virginia, and under the seal thereof^ at Riefamoad, thk fourth day 
of May, 1787. . .- 

EDM. RANDOLPH. 

[l. 8.] VIRGINIA, to %dU : 

I do hereby certify, that Patrick Henry, esq., one of the seven 
commissioners appointed by joint ballot of both Houses of Assem- 
bly of the Commonwealth of Viiginia, authorized as a deputy there* 
from, to meet such deputies as might be appointed and authonzed 
by other States, to assemble in Philadelphia, and to join with them 
in devising and discussing all such alterations and further provi- 
sions, as might be necessary to render the Federal Constitution 
adequate to the exigencies of the Union; and in reportii^ such an 
act for that purpose to the United States in Congress, as when 
agreed to by them, and duly confirmed by the several States, might 
effectually provide for the same, did declme his appointment afore- 
said ; and thereupon, in pursuance of an act of the Greneral Assem- 
bly of the said CommonweaJth, entitled " An act for appointing de- 
]AUies from this Commonwealth, to a convention proposed to be 
held in the city of Philadelphia in May next, for the purpose of re- 
vising the Federal Constitution," I do hereby, with the advice of 
the Council of State, supply the said vacancy by nominating Jame5< 
McClvyg, esq., a deputy for the purposes aforesaid. 

Given under my hand, as Governor of the said Commonwealth, 

and under the seal thereof, this second day of May, in the year of 

our Lord 1787. 

EDM. RANDOLPH. 



THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

To the Honorable David Brearly, William Churchill Houston, 
William Patterson, and John Neilson, esqrs., greeting : 

The Council and Assembly reposing especial trust and confidence 
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in your integrity, prudence, and ability, have, at a joint meeting, 
appointed you, the said David Brearly, William Churchill Hous- 
ton, William Patterson, and John Neilson, esqrs., or any three of 
you, commissioners, to meet such commissioners as have been or 
may be appointed by the other States in the Union, at the city of 
Philadelphia, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylveuiia, on the second 
Monday in May next, for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the state of the Union, as to trade and other important objects, and 
of devising such other provisions as shall appear to be necessary to 
render the Constitution of the Federal GFovemment adequate to the 
exigencies thereof. 

In testimony whereof, the great seal of the State is hereunto affixed. 
Witness William Livingston, esq., Governor,^ captain genera! 
and commander-in-chief in and over the State of New Jersey, 
and territories thereunto belonging, chancellor and ordinary in 
the same, at Trenton, the 23d day of November, in the year of 
our Lord 1786, and of our sovereignty and independence th» 
eleventh. 

WILLIAM LIVINGSTON. 
By his excellency's command. 

BOWES REED, Secretary. 

THE STATE OP NEW JERSEY. 

To his excellency William Livingston, and the honorable Abraham 
{l. 8.] Clark, esqrs., greeting: 

The Council and Assembly reposing especial trust and confidence 
in your integrity, prudence, and ability, have, at a joint meeting, 
appointed you, the said William Livingston and Abraham Oark, 
esqrs., in conjunction with the honorable David Brearly, William 
Churchill Houston, and William Patterson, esqrs., or any three of 
you, commissioners, to meet such commissioners as have been ap- 
pointed by the other States in the Union, at the city of Philadel- 
phia, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, on the second Mon- 
day of this present month, for the purpose of taking into considera- 
tion the state of the Union, as to trade and other important objects, 
and of devising such other provisions as shall appear to be necessa-. 
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17, to render the ComiilalkMi of tkt Fedml Goicnonat adeqpiBlb 

to the ejdgeneies thereoC 

In testimony idieieo^ the grail smI of the SlirtoHliflnimtoaftza^ 
Witoeee William Livingiton, eeq., Qovcmor, eiqptun genenl 
and commander-inpdiief in and over the State of New Jeney, 
and tcrritonee thereimto belonging, flamneBnr and otdinary in 
the aame, at Boriington, the 8th day of May, in the year of our 
Lord 1787, and of oitr aovereignty and indqwndenoe the devvnth. 

YflLLULM UYINGSTQN. 
By his excellency^ eommand. 

BOWES REED, teretary. 

STATE OP NEW JERSEY. 

Tolhe honorable Jonathan Dayton, esq. 

The Council and Assembly, reposing especial tmst and confidence 
in your integrity, prudence, and ability, haTe, at a joint meeting, 
appointed you, the said Jonathan Dayton, esq., in conjunction with 
his excellency William Livingston, the honorable David Brearly, 
William Churchill Houston, WHliam Patterson, and Abraham 
Clark, esqrs., or any three of you, oommissioners, to meet audi 
commissioners as have been appointed by the other States in the 
Union, at the city of Philadelphia, in the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, for the purpose of taking into consideration the state of 
the Union, as to trade and other important objects, and of devising 
such other provision as shall appear to be necessary to render the 
Constitution of the Federal Grovernment adequate to the exigencies 
tliereof. 

In testimony whereof, the great seal of the State is hereunto affixed. 
Witness Robert Lettice Hooper, esq., vice-president, captain 
general and commander-in-chief in and over the State of New 
Jersey, and territories tliereunto belonging, chancellor and ordi* 
nary in the same, at Burlington, the fifUi day of June, in the 
year of our Lord 1787, and of our sovereignty and independence 

the eleventh. 

ROBERT L. HOOPER. 

By his honor's command. 

BOWES REED, Secrttary. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSTLYANLL 

An act appointing Deputies to the CouTention intended to be held 
in the city of Philadelphia, for the porpoae of reriaing the Fede- 
ral Constitution. 

Sectioit 1. Whereas the Greneial Astembly of this Common- 
wealth, taking into their serious considenuion the repr etenr a rio na 
heretofore made to the legislatures of the sereral Scales in the Union, 
by the United States in Congress assembled, and also weighing the 
difficulties under which the confederated Scales now labor, are fully 
convinced of the necessity of revising the Federal C<mstitution, for 
the purpose of making such alterations and amendments as the ex- 
igencies of our public ai&irs require. And whereas the legislature 
of the State of Virginia have already passed an act of that Com- 
monwealth, empowering certain commissioners to meet at the city 
of Philadelphia, in May next, a convention of commiasiMiers or 
deputies from the different States; and the legisbtmre of this State 
are fully sensible of the important advantages which nay be derived 
to thq United States, and every of them, from eo-operatn^ with the 
Commonwealth of Viiginia, and the other States of the confedera- 
tion, in the said design. 

Sec 2. Beit enacted, and it is kereby tmmeUd by the represeRt»- 
tives of the freemen of the Commonwealth of P^msjdvania, in Gen- 
eral Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, that Thomas 
Mifflin, Robert Morris, George Cljrmer, Jared IngersoU, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, James Wilson, and Grouvemenr Morris, esqrs., are 
hereby appointed deputies from this State, to meet in the conven- 
tion of the deputies of the respective States of North America, to be 
held at the city of Philadelphia, on the second day of the month of 
May next; and the said Thomas Mifflin, Robert Morris, George 
Clymer, Jared IngersoU, Thomas Fitzsimons, James Wilson, and 
Gouverneur Morris, esqrs., or any four of them, are hereby consti- 
tuted and appointed deputies from this State, with powers to meet 
such deputies as may be appointed and authorized by the other 
States, to assemble in the said convention, at the city aforesaid, and 
to join with them in devising, deliberating on, and discussing all 
such alterations, and farther provisions, as may be necessary to 

16» 
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render the Fedend C o mti t ttt io tt fiiUy wtaqiwfe Id ttW'esiceiiQias of 
the Union, and in reporting such act or acts, for that purpose, to 
the United States in Congress assembled, as when agreed to by 
them, and duly confirmed by the several States, will cfibetnally pro- 
Tide for the same. 

Sbc.3. wind htUMtherefMOtdhifthe miiAarUg ^ftnmi, That 
in case any of the said deputies hereby nomiaoted, shall imppen to 
die, or to resign his or their said appointment or appointmABts, the 
supreme executive council fidiall be, and hereby are empowered aAd 
required to nominate and appoint other person or persons lit lieu of 
him or them so deceased, or who has or have so- resigned, which 
person or persons, .from and after such nomination and appoint- 
ment, shall be, and hereby are declared to be, vested with the same 
powers respectively, as any of the deputies nominated and aj^int- 
ed by this act is vested with by the same : JPrpnided aiioi^ That 
the council are not hereby authorized, nor shall they make any 
such nomination or appointment, except in vacation, and during 
the recess of the Qeneral Assembly of this State. 
[l. s.] Signed by order of the House. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, apttAtr. 

Enacted into a law at Philadelphia, on Saturday, December the 
30th, in the year of our Lord 1786. 

PETER ZACHARY LLOYD, 

Clerk of the General Assembly. 

I, Matthew Irwine, esq., msister of the rolls for the State of 
Pennsylvania, do certify the preceding writing to be a true copy (or 
exemplification) of a certain act of Assembly lodged in my office. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of 
[l. s.] office, the 15th May, A. D. 1787. 

MATHEW IRWINE, M. R. 

A supplement to the act entitled " An act appointing deputies to 
the convention intended to be held in the city of Philadelphia, for 
the purpose of revising the Federal Constitution." 

Sec. 1st. Whereas by the act to which this act is a supplement, 
certain persons were appointed as deputies from this State to sit in 
the said convention : And whereas it is the desire of the General 
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Asaembly, that his exceUency Benjamin FiankHn, esq., president 
of this State, should also sit in the said convention as a deputy from 
this State : Therefore, 

Sec. fid. Beit enacted^ and it is hereby enacted by the representa^ 
tives of the freemen of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in Gren- 
eral Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, that his ex- 
cellency Benjamin Franklin, esq., be, and he is hereby appointed 
and authorized to sit in the said convention as a deputy from this 
State, in addition to the persons heretofore appointed ; and that he 
be, and he hereby is invested with like powers and authorities as 
are invested in the said deputies, or any of them. 

Signed by order of the House. 

THOMAS MIFFUN, Speaker. 

Enacted into a law at Philadelphia, on Wednesday, the 28th day 
of March, in the year of our Lord 1787. 

PETER ZACHARY LLOYD, 

Clerk of the General Msembly. 

f, Mathew Irwine, esq., master of the rolls for the State of Penn- 
sylvania, do certify the above to be a true copy (or exemplification) 
of a supplement to a certain act of Assembly, which supplement is 
lodged in my office. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of 
[l. 8.] office, the 15th May, A. D. 1787. 

MATHEW IRWINE, M. R. 



THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

To the honorable Alexander Martin, esq., greeting: 

Whereas our Greneral Assembly, in their late session, holden at 
Fayetteville, by adjournment, in the month of January last, did, by 
joint ballot of the Senate and House of Commons, elect Richard 
Caswell, Alexander Martin, William Richardson Davie, Richard 
Dobbs Spaight, and Willie Jones, esqrs., deputies to attend a 
vention of delegates from the several United States of Amerii 
posed to be held at the city of Philadelphia in May MZt^ 
purpose of revising the Federal Constitution. i , 
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We do, thereibre, by these preflefltSy nwni—fe, 
iukI Appoint y<Mi, the iaid Alexander Siartixi, one of the deputies 
for and in oiir behalf, to meet with onr other depodes af, FTiflmifi 
phia, on the ftnit day of May next, and with them, or any two of 
them, to confer with aoeE depotiea aa may have been, or ahaQ be 
appointed by the other Scstea, for the purpoacs aforeaaid : ToiioU, 
exercMe, and enjoy, the apfwucinent aforesaid, with all powers, au- 
thorities, and emoioinenta to the same bdongin^, or in any wiae ap" 
pertaininij;, yoo conforming, in every instance, to the act of our said 
AMpembly, under which yoo are appointed. 

WitneM Richard Caswell, esq., our Goremor, captain general 
and commander'in'chief, under his hand, and our great seal, at 
Kinn^ton, the 34th day of February, in the eleventh year of our 
iodqyendenee, A. D. 17d7. 
1 1.. ».] RICH. CASWELL. 

By his excellency's command. 

WINSTON CASWELL, P. secretary. 

A comtniesion, precisely similar to the above^ was 
given '4o the honorable William Richardson Davie^ 
m|.,'' on the 24th February, 1787. 

Anil iiIho another, ^^ to the honorable Richard 
Dubbs Spaight, esq.," on the 14ili of April, 1787. 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA'. 

ili.i rxorllrncy Rirlwiril CnswcU, esq., Governor, ciiptain general 

ami oonun«iulei*-iii-ehief, in nnd over the Suiie albresaid. 

To «ll to whom ihe.se piwsenls shall come, greeting: 

Wlionnxs. l»y rtu net of the Genenil Asisenibly of ihe said Slate, 
^M\«»ed the »i\th dny o\^ J^nunry last, entitled *' An act for appoini- 
it>? deputies l\^>n\ this 8tnte to a convention pR>jv>sed to be held in 
the ouy of rhiladelphin^ in May next, tor Uie pur|»ose of revising 
\)\^ Wlcral V\>nntvt\uion." among other ihii\gs it is enacted, **Thai 
V.ve con\mis5»oners l>c Aj^^xvintevi hy jonu KiUot of IxMh Houses of 
AwtemWv* vrlu\ or any three \vf thetn, jire he.rehv authoriied as de- 
Vmti^« (Vow U\i« 8«At^s to m«M ai l"*hilade.lphia. on the iirsi day of 
May nexu then a»4 th<>rc to wcci and confer utth 5:uc3i deputies as 
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DELAWARE. 

His excellency Thomas Collins, esq.. President, captain general 
and commander-in-chief of the Delaware State, to all to 
whom these presents shall come, greeting : Know ye, that 

[l. s.] among the laws of the said State, passed by the General 
Assembly of the same, on the 3d day of February, in the 
year of our Lord 1787, it is thus enrolled : 

In the eleventh year of the independence of the Ddaware State : 

An act appointing deputies from this State to the eonTention pro- 
posed to be held in the city of Philadelphia, for the purpose of 
revising the Federal Constitution. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Stale are fully convinced 
of the necessity of revising the Federal Constitution, and adding 
thereto such further provisions as may render the same more ade- 
quate to the exigeneies of the Union : And whereas the legislature 
of Virginia have already passed an act of that Commonwealth, ap- 
pointing and authorizing certaia commissioners to meet at the city 
of Philadelphia, in May neitf^'tf convention of commissioners or 
deputies from the different States; and this State being willing and 
desirous of co-operating with the Commonwealth of Virginia, and 
the other States in the confederation, in so usefiil a design : 

Be it therefore enacted by the General AuewJbli^ sf Delmmmt, That 
George Read, Gunning Bedford, John Dickinson. Richard Bassett, 
and Jacob Broom, esqrs., are hereby appointed deputies from this 
state to meet in the convention of the deputies of other states, to be 
held at the city of Philadelphia, on the 2d day of May next : And 
the said George Read, Gtmning Bedford, John Dickinson, Richard 
Basset and Jacob Broom, esqrs., or any three of them, are hereby 
constituted and appointed deputies from this State, with powers to 
meet such deputies as may be appointed and authorized by the other 
States to assemble in the said conv^ition at the city aforesaid, and 
to join with them in devising, deliberating on, and discussing such 
alterations and further provisions as may be necessary to render the 
Federal Constitution adequate to the exigencies of the Union ; and 



in rcportina; such act or acta for thai purpose lo die United Sntm 
in Congress assfmbled. ra, when ngreed lo by ihEm, and duly con- 
firmed by Ihe aerera] Slates, may efiectuaUy provide for tlie same 
So aliraya, and provided, that such olleralionl or fiuther proriaiona. 
or any of tliem, do not extend to that part of Ihe fifili article of ^le 
confederation of the anid States, finally ralifled on the fiist day of 
March, in ilie year 1781, which declares that, "In determining ques- 
tions in the United Stales in Congress nssnnblcd, each Slate shall 

.and be it ttaeied, That in cose any of the snid deputies hereby 
nominated, shall happen lo die, or to resign his or their appoinl- 
ment. the prs«ident or commander-in-chief, with tlie advia" of the 
prity floundl, in the recess of the General Asaembly, ia hereby au- 
thorised to supply sucK vacancies. 

Signed by order of the House of Aasambly, 

JOHN COOK, ^ofcer. 

Passed ol Dover, Fetn-uitry 3, 1787. 

Signed by order of the Council, 

GEO. CRAGHED, V"*" 

All and aiiigulai which preniiaea, by the tenor of these presents, 
1 have caused lo be exemplified. In tcslin.ony whereof, I hHve liere- 
uiito aubacribed my name, and caused Ilie great seal of the said 
Scale lo be alEied to tliese presents, at New Caalle, the second day 
of April, in the year of our Lord 1787, and in the eleventh year of 
the independence of the United States of America. 

THOMAS COLLINS, 

Attest: Jauei Booth, Stentary. 



By the honorable George Mathews, esq., captain general. Governor, 

and commander-in-chief, in and over the Slate aforesaid. 

To all lo whom these presents shall come, greeting : 

Know ye, thai John Milton, esq., who hath certified theannexed 
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copy of an ordinance, cadtkd '^ An ordinance for the 
of deputies from this State, for cbe purpose of refiakig due Federal 
Constitution," is Secretary of the said Suue, in whose ofiee the ap- 
chives of the same are deposited ; therefore^ all due frith, ciedit, anl 
authority, are, and ought to be, had and given the aaine. 

In testimony whereof, I hare hereunto set my hand, and cansed 

the great seal of the State to be put and affixed, at Augusta, 
[l. s.] this 24th day of April, in the year of our L.ord 1787, and of 

our sovereignty and independence the eleventh. 

GEO. MATHEWS- 

By his honor's command. 

J. MILTON. 

An ordinance for the appointment of deputies from this State, for 
the purpose of revising the Federal Constitution. 

JBe it ordained^ by the representatives oi the freemen of the State 
of Greoi^ia, in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the 
same, that William Few, Abraham Baldwin, Wilham Pierce, 
George Walton, William Houston, and jVathaniel Pendleton, eac^., 
be, and they are hereby appointed commisaioners, n^ho, or any two 
or more of them, ar^ereby authorized, as deputies from this State, 
to meet such deputies as may be appointed and authorized by other 
States, to assemble in convention at Fhiladelf^ia, and to join with 
them in devising and discussing aU such alterations and fiurther pro- 
visions as may be necessary to render the Federal Constitution ade- 
quate to the exigencies of the Union, and in reporting such an act for 
that purpose to the United States in Congress assembled, as, when 
agreed to by them, and diily confirmed by the several States, will 
effectually provide for the same. In case of the death of any of the 
said deputies, or of their declining their appointments, the executive 
are hereby authorized to supply such vacancies. 

By order of the House. 

(Signed) WM. GIBBONS, Speaker. 

Augusta, the 10th February, 1787. 

Georgia, Seeretary^a Office. 

The above is a true copy from the original ordinance deposited in 

my office. 

Augusta, 24th April, 1787. J. MILTON, Stcntory. 

17 



jeorgin, by tlie grace of God, free, soTereign, and 

independenl. 
To the honorable WUliam Few, esq. 
Whereas you, Ihe BaidTVilliom Few, are, in and by an ardinanee 
of ihe Genera] Af^sembly of our said State, nominated and appointed 
B deputy to reprCHent the same in a convention of the United Siatce, 
to be ns9enib)ed at Philadelphin, for the puipoaeH of dsvieing mid 
dirouBBin^ n]l sutih alterations and fbu-lher provisions be may be ne- 
ccBsary to render the Pederd Constitution adequate to the exigen- 
cies of the Union, 

You ere therefore hereby commiaaionefl V) proceed on the du- 
lies required of you in virtue of the said ordinanoe. 

Witnesa our trusty and well beloved George Matbewe, esq., our 

captain general, Governor, and couimander-in-chipf, under 

II. s,] hifi hand, and mir great aeal, at Auguela, this ITih duy of 

April, in tlic year of our Lord 1767, and of our sovereignty 

and independence the eleventh. 

GEO. MATHEWS. 
By hie honor's coninignd. 

J, MILTON, Sitrtimy. 
Commissions precisely siuiileir lo the above were 
given on the said ITtii April, 1"S7, io — 
The honorable Williani Pieice, esq. 
The lionoiabje William Houston, esq. 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 

By his excellency George Clinton, esq., Governor of the State of 
[v. s.] New York, general and conimandcr-in-chief of all tlie mili- 
tia, and admiral of the navy of the same: 

To ali to whom these preaenia shall come. 
It is by these presents certified, thnt John M'Kcsson, who has 
Bubecribed the annexed copies of resolutions, ia clerk of the Assem- 
bly of tliis State, 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the privy seal of the said 
State to be hereunto nfii^ied, this ninth day of May, in the 
eleventh year of the independence of the said Slate, 

GEO. CLINTON, 
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reBOltttion of the hooorabl* the SenoW waBdeUrcred 

«i, vnnderbill, Hint the Serai* wjll immediolely meel Ihis 

DBB in the Aiwenibly chamber, to compare the lisla of persona 

-■nated by the Beiinto and Assembly, reepei: lively, us delegalea, 

lanl lo the reHolaliona before meiitinncd. 

■■- '•onotablc the Senate uccordingly altended in tlie Aaaembly 
to compare the Usls of peraoils nominated for delegates, 

ne lib! of persons nominated by the honorable the Sensle, were 
■inornble Roberl Yates, esq., and John Lansing, jun., and 
nder HamiUon, esqra., -"d on mmparing the lialsof iheper- 
loraiiiated by ihc Sena mbly, reupeclively, it ap- 

,J that the saroe persons ii... nated in both lUiai there- 

favltitd. That the honoraljle B Yatfis, John Lcmsing, jun . , 

AloKHnder Hamilton, esqta,, L.., „. tliey ore hereby dedared 
-iuij nominated and appointed deltgnte-, on the part of this State, 
;o meet auch delegates as may be appointed on the part of the other 
-^latBB, respectively, on tlie second Monday in May next, at Philn- 
elphia, for the aole and espresa purpose of revising the Articles of 
•Jonfederation, and reporting to Congress, and to the Beierol le|;iH- 
latureB, surh aJleraiiona and provisions therein nsslinll, when ugreed 
to in Congreas, and confirmed by the several States, rnider the Ped- 
crai Constitution adequate to the exigencies of GotenimenI, and Ih* 
pnservation of the Union. 

True exlracta ftoui the jouiiibIh of (he Aasembly. 

JOHN M'BESSON, Clerk. 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
By hie excellency Thomas Pinckney, esq., Governor, and com- 
mander-in -chief, in and over the Stale aforesaid. 
To the honorable John Rutledge, esq., greeting: 
' By virtue of the power and authority in mc vested by the legis- 
lature of this State, in their act passed the eighth day of March last, 
I do hereby commission you, the said John Rutledge, as one of Iho 
riepiuiea ai^ointed from this State, to meet such deputies or com- 
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missioners as may be appointed and authorized by ollnr of tbs 
United States, to assemble in convention at the city of Philadelphia 
in the-monUi of May next, or as soon thereafter as may be, and ta 
join with such deputies or commissioners (they being duly authoi^ 
ized and empowered) in devising and discussing all such alteration^ 
clauses, articles, and provisions, as may be thought neoeasaiy ta 
render the Federal Constitution entirely adequate to the actual wita^ 
ation and future good government of the confederated States; and 
that you, together with the said de^mties or commissioiiers, or a. 
majority of them who shall be present, (provided the State be not 
represented by less than two,) do join in reporting such an act to 
the United States in Congress assembled, as, when approved and 
agreed to by them, and duly ratified and confirmed by the several 
States, will efiectually provide for the exigencies of the Union. 

Given under my hand, and the great seal of the State, in the city 
of Charleston, this 10th day of April, in the year of our) 
Xl. 8.] 1787, and of the sovereignty and independence 
States of America the eleventh. 

THOMAS PmCKNEY. 

By his excellency's command. 

PETER FRENEAU, Secrdmrf. 

Commissions precisely similar to the above were 
given, on the said 10th April, 1787, to — 
The honorable Charles Pinckney , esq. 
The honorable Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, cacj. 
The honorable Pierce Butler, esq. 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
By his excellency James Bowdoin, esq., Grovemcwr of the CommoflK 

wealth of Massachusetts. 

To the honorable Francis Dana, Elbndge Grerry, Nathaniel Gorfaam, 
Rufus King, and Caleb Strong, esqrs., greeting: 
Whereas Congress did, on the 21st day of February, A. D. 1787, 
resolve, ^'That, in the opinion of Congress, it is expedient that, an 
the second Monday in May next, a convention of delegate!, i 
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appoioled by llie several States, to be held M PhS- 

iiu>, lor ttie sole and eitpress purpose of revising the Article* 

—ftrfnnuion, and reporling to Congress, and lire wjveral lejis- 

-''TBlioas Olid provisions Iherein us stiEtll, wlien ngreed 

nnd confirmed by ths Stslea, render Ole F«deni 

I n..ni icjuato to the eKigBncies of Governioeni and the pro- 

, i tna Union." And whereas the general court have aon- 

— ™.d appointed yon tlieir delegales, to attend and represent 

nmonweallh in the aiud proposed convention, and liavc, by 

■ion of theira of the leiilh of March Usl, rcquealed me ta 

adion you for that purpose. 

r, ihetefore, know ye, that in pursuance of the resolutiona 
lid, 1 do, by these pregente, commu aion you, the said Francis 
*nbridge Oerry, Nathaniel Qorhai i, RuIuh King, and CJaleb 
esqts., or any three of you, to meet ouch delegates as may 
Inled by the other, or any of the oOicr Stales in the Union, 
itin coni-enlion at Philadelphia, at the time, and for Uie pur* 
aforeaaid. 
u teslimony whereof, I have caused the public seal of the Com- 
monwealth aforesaid to bo hereunto affixed. Oiven at tlie 
[l. 1,] council chamber, in Boston, tlie ninth day of April, A, D. 
1787, and in the elevenlli Tyear of the independence of |the 
Voiied Sune^ of Aiaeiica. 

JAMES BOWDOm. 
By bia excellency's command. 

JOHN AVERY, Juh., Stt'ry. 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 

M a GtnrralJisstmbly of the Slalt i)f CoKOttticnt, in Mxerita, holden 
[l. ).] Hi Hartford, on the mond Thursday of May, Ji. D. 1787. 
An act for appointing delegates to meet in aconvcntion of tlie States, 
to be held at the city of Philadelphia, on the second Monday of 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, by their act of the 
9lBt of February, 1787, have recommended that, on the second 
Monday of May instant, a convention of delegates, who shall have 
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been appointed by the aerenl States, be bdd at Phiiii^phiM, &r 
the sole and express puqMMe of reTiaiu^ the Artidea o€ Confedenk- 
lion. 

Be It enacted by the GoTenior, council, and repreaentatiTea, ia 
general court assembled, and by the authority of the nine. That 
tlie honorable William Samuel Johnson, Ro^r Shennan, and (XiTer 
Ellsworth, eaqrs., be, and they hereby are, appointed delrgatea to 
attend the said convention, and are rer^jeated to proceed to the eity 
of Philadelphia for that purpose, without delay; and the said dele- 
gates, and, in case of sickness or accident, such oae or more of them 
as shall actually attend the said convention, is, and are hereby, au- 
thorized and empowered to represent this State therein, and to con- 
fer with such delegates appointed by the several States, for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the said act of Congress, that may be present 
and duly empowered to act in said convention, and to disnisa i^mh 
such alterations and provisions, agreeable to the general princ^Ies 
of republican government, as they shall think proper to render the 
Federal Constitution adequate to the exigencies of Government and 
the preservation of the Union; and they are farther directed, pur- 
suant to the said act of Congress, to report such alterations and pro- 
visions as may be agreed to by a majority of the United States re- 
presented in convention, to the Congress of the United States, and 
to the General Assembly of this State. 

A true copy of record, examined by 

GEORGE WYLLY3, &e'ry. 

STATE OF MARYLAND. 

An act for the appointment of, and conferring powers in, deputies 
from this State to the Federal Convention. 

Be U enacted fry the GenenU AmnMy of MtaryUmd, That the hon- 
orable James M*Henry, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Daniel Car- 
roll, John Francis Mercer, and Luther Martin, esqrs., be appointed 
and authorized, on behalf of this State, to meet such deputies as may 
be aj^inted and authorized by any other of the United States, to 
assemble in convention at Philadelphia, for the purpose of revising 
the Federal system, and to join with them in considering sudi alte- 



and liirlher proviBions as may be ncci^Baary to render the 
] Conalilutioii Hdequatc to the exigencies of iJie Union; and 
urting Buch an Bi:t for that puqiose to the United Slalea in 
ini nbled, na, when agreed 10 by them, and duly con- 
ieveral Slalea, will efiscloally proiidc for theaame; 
putics, or auch of ihcm 03 bIibII attend the said cop- 
siiu,. iiavc full power to represent this Stale for tlie pnr- 
. —jrcanid; and the said deputies ore hereby direcled lo report 
roceedinga of the auid tonTention, and any act agreed to there- 
Id the ncxtaDsaion of the General Assembly of this States 
Y the House of Delegates, May 26, 1787, read and assented to. 
By order: WM. HARWOOD, CTbt*. 

e copy from (he original. 

WM. H .RWOOD, CUrk H. D. 
f the Senate, May 26, 1787, read mid aasenled la. 

By order: J. DORSEY, CUrk. 

' ■ from the original. 



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

In the year of our Lord 1787. 

An act for appointing deputies from ihia Stale to the convention, 
proposed to be holden in the city of Philadelphia, in May, 1787, 
for the purpose of revising the Federal Constitution. 

Whereas, in the formation of the Federal compact, which frames 
the bond of union of the American Stales, it was not possible in the 
infant stale of our republic to devise a sysiem which, in the course 
of time and e:iperience, would not manifest imperfections that it 
would be necessary lo reform. 

And whereas the Umiled powers, which by the Articles of Con- 
federation are vested in the Congress of the United Slates, have been 
found far inadequate lo the enlarged purposes which they were in- 
tended to produce. And whereas Congress hath, by repeated and 
mast Urgert representations, endeavored to awoken this and oiher 
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States of the Union to a sense of the truly critical and alarming sit- 
uation in which they may inevitably be involved, unless timely 
measures be taken to enlarge the powers of Congress, that they may 
be thereby enabled to avert the danger which threaten our existence 
as a free and independent people. And whereas this State hath been 
ever desirous to act upon the liberal ^stem of the general good of 
the United States, without circumscribing its views to the narrow 
and selfish objects of pai-tial convenience, and has been at all times 
ready to make every concession to the safety and happiness of the 
whole, which justice and sound policy could vindicate. > 

Be it therefore enactedy by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in general court convened, that John Langdon, John Picker- 
ing, Nicholas Gilman, and Benjamin West, esqrs., be, and hereby 
are appointed commissioners; they, or any two of them, are hereby 
authorized and empowered, as deputies from this Slate, to meet j{iC 
Philadelphia said convention, or any other place to which the con- 
vention may be adjourned, for the pur})oses aforesaid, there to con- 
fer with such deputies as are, or may be, appointed by the other 
States for similar purposes, and with them to discuss and decide 
upon the most effectual means to remedy the defects of our Federal 
Union, and to procure and secure the enlarged purposes which it 
was intended to effect, and to report such an act to the United States 
in Congress, as, when agreed to by them, and duly confirmed by 
the several States, will effectually provide for the same. 

STATE OP NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

In the House of Representatives, June 27, 1787. 

The foregoing^bill having been read a third time — voted, that it 
pass to be enacted. Sent up for concurrence. 

JOHN SPA;IHAWK, Speaker, 

In Senate, the same day : The bill having been read a third time, 

voted, that tlie same be enacted. 

JOHN SULLIVAN, President. 
Copy examined, per 

' JOSEPH PEARSON, Secretary, [l. a.] 

17* 
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In pursuance of the foregoing powers, the Dele- 
gates met in Convention at Philadelphia on ihe 14th 
day, being tlie second Monday in May, A. D. 178T, 
and on the 17lh of September, 1787, agreed to the 
Conslimtion as contained in ihe preceding part of this 
coivipilaiion, [from page 1 lo 23,] which [hey trans- 
niiUed to ihe United States in Congress assembled, 
togeliicr Willi the following resolutions and letter : 

In CoNiENTioK, Mwiiay, Sfplmtbei- 17, 1731. 
Present; The Slates or New Hamptihire, Massschuadls, Coitnee- 

licut, Mr. Hamilton from New York, New Jersry, PennaylTO- 

nia, Delaware, MaryJand, Virginiu, North Carolina, Soutli 

Carolina, ajid Georg'ia. 

Saohei, Tliat tlie preceding Conslitulion be laid liefote tlie 
United States in Congreas awGmblcd, and Chat it is ibe opinion of 
lliia coiivenlloii llmt it aljould nllerworda be suhmiltiid to a conven- 
tion of delegates, clioaen in each Stole by tlie people lliereof, under 
Uie recommendation of its legislature, for liieir asaenl and ratifica- 
tion ; and thai coch convention, aaaen ting 10 aiid lalifying the same, 
should give notice thereof to the United States in Congress asaem- 
bled. 

Ruolttd, That it ia the opinion of thia convention, llial as soon 
aa tlic conventions of nine States shall have ralified this Constitu- 
tion, the United States in Congress assembled should fix a day on 
which electors shoiild be appointed by the States whicli shall have 
ratified the same, and a day on which the cleclora should assemble 
lo vote for the President, and tlic time and place for commencing 
proceedings under this Constitution. That after such publication 
the electors should be appointed, and the Senators and Representa- 
tives elected ; that the elcctora should meet on (he day fixed for the 
election of the President, and should transmit tlieir votfs certified. 
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signed, sealed, and directed, as the CoBstitutioa lequm, to the 
Secretary of the United States in Congress assembled; that the 
ators and RepresentatiTes should conrene at the time and place 
«gned; that the Senators should appointa president of the 
for the sole purpose of receiring, opening, and counting the ToCes 
for President; and that, after he shall be chosen, the Congress, to- 
gether with the President, should, without delay, proceed to execute 
this Constitution. 

By the unanimous order of the convention. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Vrtnitnt. 

William Jackson, StereUary. 

In Contention, September 17, 1787. 

Sir: We have now the honor to submit to the consideration of 
the United States in Congress assembled, that Constitution wfaiek 
has appeared to us the most advisable. 

The friends of our country have long seen and desired that the 
power of making war, peace, and treaties, that of levying money 
and regulating commerce, and the correspondent executive and judi* 
cial authorities, sliould be fully and effectually vested in the Grenexai 
Government of the Union: But the impropriety of delegating such 
iDXtensive trust to one body of men is e^ddent; hence restdts the ne- 
cessity of a different oi^anization. 

It is obviously impracticable in the Federal Government of these 
States, to secure all rights of independent sovereignty to each, and 
yet provide for the interest and safety of all. Individuals entering 
into society, must give up a share of liberty to preserve the rest. 
Tlie magnitude of the sacrifice must depend as well on situation and 
circmnstance, as on the object to be obtained. It is at all times 
difficult to draw with precision the line between those rights which 
must be surrendered, and those which may be reserved ; and on the 
present occasion this difficulty was increased by a difierence among 
the several States, as to their situation, extent, habits, and particu- 
lar interests. 

In all our deliberations on this subject, we kept steadily in our 
view that which appears to us the greatest interest of every true 




Americon — ihe oraolidatioa of our Uitiun — in wliich is iuTolvcd 
OBrprospcrily.fclicily, saftly.perliapaournutionaleiciBtcnce. This 
impartant considemUon, Berioualy and deoply impressed on our 
ench Slale in (li« ronvention lo be less rigid on points o( 
inferior magnitudt, Uinn miglil hove bepn otherwise exppcied; and 
IhuB ihe ConHliLutioii, which «ft now present, is the result of a ^iril 
of amity, and of that miiliia] deference and concKHsion which Ihe 
peculinrity ol^our poliiicnl situwion rendered indispensable. 

Tliat it will mitft the full imd entire spprobntion of every Stale, 
is Dot, perhaps, to be expected ; but each will doubtless eonaider, 
that, had ber interest been alone consulted, the con^quenecs mi§bt 
have been parliculsrly diaagreeabJe or injurious lo others ; llint ii ia 
liable to as few eKceplions as could renaonably hare been expected, 
we hopennd behevei Ihnt it may promote Iho lasting wcUare of 
that country Eo dear lo ui< all, and secure her freedom and hBp]ii- 
ness, 'lA our most ardent wish. 

With great respect, we Iibvc [he honor lo be, sir, j-our excellen- 
cy ^A most obedient humble scrFanfA. 

By unanimous order of iJie convention. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Praidmt. 

His excellency the Presidkwt of Conoksi. 

Whereupon Congress passed Ihe following resolu- 
tion: 

UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 

FniDiT, Stptember 38, 1787. 

Present: New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, 

New Jersey, PennBylmnin, Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Und Geoi^ia, and from Maryland Mr. Ross. 

Congress having received the report of the convention lately as- 
sembled in Philadelphia — 

Kesofoci, uamliiioiuti). That tlie said report, with (lie resolutions 
and letter accompanying the same, be transmitted to the several 
legislatures, in order to be submitted to a cooveotion of delegates 
chosen in each Stale by ihe people ihereof, in conformity to the re- 
solves of the convention made and prorided in that cose. 
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The States having accordingly passed acts for se- 
verally calling Conventions, and the Constitution 
having been submitted to them^ was ratified by the 
Conventions of the several States at the dates respec- 
tively^ as stated on page 24 of this compilation. 



THE UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASS£;MBLED. 

Saturday, September 13, 1788. 

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia; and from Rhode 
Island Mr. Arnold, and from Delaware Mr. Kearny. 

On the question to agree to the proposition which was yesterday 
postponed by the Sta(e of Delaware, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. Gilman — 

Mvj Hampshire ..Mr. Gilman, ay > 

Wingate, ay ) ^^ 

Massachusetts Mr. Dana, ay > 

Thatcher, ay \ ^^ 

CofinecHcue. .......... .Mr. Huntington, ay ) 

Wadsworth, ay J ^^ 

J^'ew York Mr. Hamilton, ay > 

Gansevoort, ay \ ^^ 

J^ew Jersey Mr. Cleirke, ay > 

Dayton, ay J ^^ 

Pennsylvamm, . • Mr. Irwine, ay ' 

Meredith, ay 

Armstrong, ay 

Read, ay 

Virginia, . • Mr. GriiHn, ay ' 

Madison, ay 

Carrington, ay 

Lee, ay 

Souih Carolina Mr. Parker, ay ) 

Tucker, ay J *>" 

Georgia, •••.......•... Mr. Few, ay ) 

Baldwin, ay J ' 



ay 



ay 
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So il waa KS'ihcd in the affirmative, as follows : 
Whereas the convention Beaemblcd in Phibdelpbie, pursuant (o 
the resolution of Congress of the aisl of February, 1767, did, on 
the nth of September in Ihe sama year, report to the United States 
in Congress aasemblcd a ConBtitulion for the people of the United 
Slates ; whereupon CoNgrejifi, on tlie 3£ih of the Bsine September, 
4id lesolre, unoiiimouBly, "That the ^nid report, willi tlie resolu- 
lions and letter occompanying the some, be transmitted to the seve- 
ral legiaUlurea, in order 10 be cubmilled to a conranlion of dek- 
gBtes, choaen ui each Si&te by tlic people thereof, in conformity la 
the resolves of iho oinventian made and provided in that caM.*' 
And wherpas the Constitution so reported by the ctinvenlion, and 
by Congress iransmiued to the several legislauires, hoa been ntified 
in the manner tlierein declared to be sufficient for the establishmenl 
of lh(^ sums, and such ratiEcaUonSj duly authenticmed, have been 
received by Congreaa, and we Sled m the office of the Btrrelary ; 
therefore — 

Raolvid, Tliot the first Wednesday in Jnnusry next be the day 
for appointing electors in the several Stalefl, whieb, before the said 
■day, ^all have ratilietl the said Constiltitton ; tliat llic li rat Wed- 
nesday in February next be the day for the electors to DsBcmble ui 
Iheu- respective Sluiea, und vole for a Freaident; and llial the Ural 
Wednesday in Mardi next he (he time, and tlie present seal of 
Congress (New York) the place, for commencing Uie proceedings 
under the said Constitution. 

The elections in the several Slates were held con- 
formably to the above resolution ; on Wednesday, the 
4th of March, 1789, proceedings commenced under 
the Coualitution; and on the 30th of April, of the 
game year, George Washington, elected by the unan- 
imous suffrage of the electors, was inaugurated as 
President of the United States. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The succeeding Laws and parts of Laws, consti- 
tuting the 4th chapter ; relating to the continued or- 
ganization of the Government, and providing the 
authorities and means of executing the Constitution^ 
are inserted here for public convenience, as they 
would otherwise have to be sought for among the 
mass of laws, a copy of which might not always be 
accessible . 

An act to regulate the time and manner of administering certain 

oaths. 

Sec. 1. BeU enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Smerica in Congress assembled, That the oath or 
affirmation required by the sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, shall be administered in the form following, to wit: 
" /, .4. B. do solemnly swear or affirm (as the C€ise may be) that Ivnll 
support the Constitution of the United States."*^ The said oath or affir- 
mation shall be administered within three days after the passing of 
this act, by any one member of the Senate, to the President of the 
Senate, and by him to all the Members, and to the Secretary ; and 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to all the Mem- 
bers who have not taken a similar oath, by virtue of a particular 
resolution of the said House, and to Ae Clerk : And in case of the 
absence of any member from the service of either House at the 
time prescribed for taking the said oath or affirmation, the same 
shall be administered to such member when he shall appear to take 
his seat. 



152 

Sec. 2. And be it further enactedj That at the first session of Con- 
gress after every general election of representatives, the oath or 
affirmation aforesaid shall be administered by any one member of 
the House of Representatives to the speaker; and by him to all the 
members present, and to the clerk, previous to entering on any 
other business ; and to the members who shall aflerwards appear, 
previous to taking their seats. The President of the Senate for the 
time being, shall also administer the said oath or affirmation to each 
Senator who shall hereafter be elected, previous to his taking his 
seat ; TAjid in any future case of a President of the Senate, who 
shall not have taken the said oath or aiQrn^^tion, the same shall be 
administered to him by any one of the members of the Senate. 

Sec. 3. Jlnd be it further enacted, That the members of the sev- 
eral State legislatures, at the next sessions of the said legislatures 
respectively, and all executive and judicial officers of the several 
States, who have been heretofore chosen or appointed, or who shall 
be chosen or appointed before the first day of August next, and 
who shall then be in office, shall, within one month thereafter, take 
the same oath or affinnation, except where they shall have taken it 
before ; which may be administered by any person authorized by 
[ the law of the State, in which such office shall be bolden, to admin- 
ister oaths. And the members of the several State legislatures, and 
all executive and judicial officers of the several States, who shall be 
chosen or appointed after the said first day of August, shall, before 
they proceed to execute the duties of their respective offices, take 
the foregoing oath or affirmation, which shall be administered by 
the person or persons, who, by the law of the State, shall be author- 
ized to administer the oath of office ; and the person or persons so 
administering the oath hereby required to be taken, shall cause a 
record or certificate thereof to be made, in the same manner as, by 
the law of the State, he or they shall be directed to record or certify 
the oath of office. « 

Sec 4. And be it further enacted, Tliat all officers appointed, or 
hereafter to be appointed, under the authority of the United States, 
shall, before they act in their respective offices, take the same oath 
or affirmation, which shall be administered by the person or per- 
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nona who shall be audiorized by law to adminiflter to such officers 
their respective oaths of ofiice ; and such officers shall incur the 
same penalties in case of failure, as shall be imposed by law in case 
of failure in taking their respective oaths of office. 

Sec. 5. »^nd be U further enacted^ That the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, for the time 
being, shall, at the time of taking the oath or affirmation aforesaid, 
each take an oath or affirmation in the words following, to wit : 
'*/, ^. B. Secretary of the Senate, or Clerk of the House of Represent' 
atives (as the cose may be) of the United States ofJlmeriea, do solenuUy 
swear or affirm, that I will truly and faithfully discharge the duHes qffnff 
smd officef to the best of my knowledge and abiliHes,^^ 

A^lrwed, Junt 1, 1789. 

An act supplemental to the act <* establishing the Treasury Departp- 
ment," and for a farther compensation to certain officers. 

Sec. 2. ,And he it further enaetttd^ That each and every clerk, and 
other officer already appointed in any of the I^epartments of the 
United States, (and who have not, since their appointment, taken 
the oath or affirmation hereafter mentioned) shall, within fifteen 
days after the passing of this act, and those who shall hereafter be 
appointed, shall, before they enter upon the duties of such appoint- 
ment, take an oath or affirmation, before one of the justices of the 
Supreme Court, or one of the judges of a district court of the Uni- 
ted States, to support the Constitution of the United Stales, and also an 
oath or affirmation, weU and faUhftUly to execute the trust committed 
to him, which oaths or affirmations, subscribed by such clerk, and 
certified by the person administering the same, shall be filed in the 
office of the person employing such clerk. 

approved, 3 March, 1791. 

CHAP. 109. [VIII.] An act relative to the election of a President 
and Vice President of the United States, and declaring the officer 
who shall act as President in case of vacancies in the offices both 
of President and Vice President. 

[Sec. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Representatives of 
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ik CiaUd Slata of Amrric* at Ctmfrta mtaiMti, Thai, excepi in 
MM of aoFlKUonof aPnsiiteDtand\icB Preaideoi of the United 
SMWs, pnoc to llie ordinary penod, u hereiitarter specified, electors 
•hall be appointed in «d) State for the election of a President and 
Vim Proident of the United States, within thirty-four dsf a preceding 
tbi firit Wednewlay in December, one thousand seven hundred and 
nioety-tvo, and williin ihirty-fonr daya preceding ibe first Wednes- 
day in December in every fourUi year aueeeeding llie lut eleclion, 
whidi ejectors sliall be ei^ual to the iiumber of senatore, and rejirc- 
MDtaiives (o which theserend States may, by lav, be entitled al the 
lime when the President and Vice Prenident, thus to be chosen, 
should come into ofGce. PrBiiiluJ oiwain, Tlial where no apportion- 
metit of represenlalirtKBliaJI have been made nf^r any enumeration, 
at the time of ehooaing electors, tli en tlie number of electors shall be 
aocording to the eiiaiing apportionment ofaenntors and rcprescntof 

tSsc. 3.) .Itii-ht U further tnatti '^w.1 the elcciorj shall meet 
Mid give their totea on ttte sold Hn idneaday in December, at 

Buch place, in each State, aa at irected by the Icgislatare 

thereof] and the electors in eacl. .. jlisll make and aign three 
certiJicateH of all the voles by lliem givi^ii,and ahall eeal up the same, 
certifying, on each, that a list of the votes of such Slate, for Preai- 
dent and Vice Preaidtnt, is contained therein, and ahaJl, by writing, 
under their hands, or under the hands of a majority of them, ap> 
point a person to take charge of, and deliver to the President of the 
Senate, at the seat of government, before the firat Wednesday in 
January then next ensuing, one of the said certificates ; and the said 
elflctora shall forthwith forward, by the poat offlce, to the President 
of the Senate, at the seat of government, one other of the said cent- 
ficalea; and shall, forthwith, cause the other of the said certificates 
to be delivered to the judge of that district in which the said electora 
■hall Eissemble. 

[Sec. 3.] JjiJ^e tf/urrtCT-enucKJ, That Ihe executive authority of 
each State shall cauae tliree lists of the names of the electors of such 
Stale to be made, and certified, and to be delivered to the electors on 
or before the said first Wednesday iti December ; uid the said elec' 
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tors shall annex one of the- said lists to each of the Udts of their 
votes. 

[Sec. 4.] And be it further enacted , That if a Ust of votes from any- 
State shall not have been received at the seat of government, on the 
said first Wednesday in January, that then the Secretary of State 
shall send a special messenger to the district judge in whose custody 
such list shall have been lodged, who shall forthwith transmit the 
same to the seat of government. 

[Sfic 5.] And bs it further enacted^ That Congress shall be in sea« 
sion on tiie second Wednesday in February, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three, and on the second Wednesday in Febru- 
ary succeeding every meeting of the electors, and the said certificates^ 
or so many of them as shall have been received, shall then be opened , 
the votes counted, and the persons who shall fill the offices of Presi- 
dent and Vice President ascertained and declared, agreeably to the 
Constitution. 

[Sbc. 6.] And be U further enacted j That, in case there shall be no 
President of the Senate at the seat of Grovernment on the arrival of 
the persons intrusted with the lists of the votes of the electors, then 
such persons shall deliver the lists of votes in their custody into the 
office of the Secretary of State, to be safely kept and delivered over, 
as soon as may be, to the President of the Senate. ^ 

[Sec. 7.] And be it^rAer enactedj That the persons appointed by 
the electors to deliver the lists of votes to the President of the Sen- 
ate, shall be allowed, on the delivery of the said lists, twenty-fire 
cents for every mile of the estimated distance, by the most usual 
road, from the place of meeting of the electors to the seat of govern- 
ment of the United States. 

[Sec. 8.] Afid be it further enacted^ That if any person, appointed 
to deliver the votes of the electors to the President ofi the Senate, 
shall, after accepting of his appointment, neglect to perform the ser- 
vices' required of him by this act, he shall forfeit the sum of one 
thousand dollars. 

[Sec. 9.] And be U further enacted. That in case of a removal, 
death, resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, the President of the Senate pro tempore, 
and, in case there shall be no President of the Senate, then the 



>" ] m( It afiatker ramcUd, llul wbtatnt th« oBee* of 

14 Vkv Pruideol shall both beaime ^a/Caat. the Secre- 

. ihull forUiwilh caare ■ aoujiauiaa iheroof to be madit 

b cAiuibte of cTciy Suit, and hIuII also cause (he aune h> be 

■hrd in, n< lean, one of tlw newspapers piinied in aidi Stale, 

iffuig liut eleetDO of Ihe Presidcal of ihe UnJUd Statu dull 

appointed «t chosen, id the Mvenl Slates, within Ihiny^ur 

•yt (avreding the firel Wednesday in December, then next emu- 

ig: fVoridcil, There siiaB be the space f two monlfaa between the 

date of sudi notificalion and the said first Wednenlay in Dueinber; 

but if (here ^ail not be the space of two monlhi between the data 

of such notification and the Arat Wednesday in December, and if 

the term for which the President and Vice PreBid«ili Last in office 

were e\ecle4 shall not expire on the third day of March next ensu- 

ing, then the Secretory of State shall apecily in the noliti cation, that 

the elecIarB shall be appointed or chosen within thirly-fbiir days 

preeeding the first Wednesday in December in the ycor next enm- 

ing, within which time the electora shall accordingly Im appointed 

•aid first Wednesday in Deeeinber, and the proceedings and duties 
of the said electors, and others, shall, be puranant to the directiona 
prescribed in this act. 

[Skg. 11.] ^nd it if /urihn- nuicbd, That the only evidence of a 
refusal to accept, or of a resignation of, the office of Preudent or 
Vice PrcHidenl, shat] be an inatrument in writing, declaring tha 
■ante, end subacribed by the person refusing to accept, or risign- 
ing, as the ciuc may be, and delivered into the office of the Secreta- 
ry of State. 

Skc, is,] Jnd be il /arUuT enacUd, That the term of four years 
for which a. President and Vice President shall be elected, shall, in 
all cases, commence on the fourth day of March next succeeding 
the day on which the voles of the electors sbali have been given. 
Appmtd, JUank 1, 1792 
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An act providing compensation to the President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

[Sec. 1.] Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of •America in Congi'ess assembled, That from and af- 
ter the third day of March, in the present year, the compensation of 
the President of the United States shall be at the rate of twenty-five ] 
thousand dollars per annum, with the use of the furniture and other 
effects belonging to the United States, and now in possession of the 
President: And that of the Vice President, at the rate of five thou- 
sand dollars per annum ; in full for their respective services ; to be 
paid quarter yearly, at the Treasury. 

•proved, February 18, 1793. 



An ACT to provide for the Publication of the Laws of the United 

States, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted, That, whenever official notice 
shall have been received, at the Department of State, that any 
amendment which heretofore has been, or hereafter may be, pro- 
posed to the constitution of the United States, has been adopted, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the constitution, it shall be the duty of 
the said Secretary of State, forthwith to cause the said amendment 
to be published in the said newspapers authorized to promulgate the 
laws, with his certificate, specifying the States by which the same 
may have been adopted, and that the same has become valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as a part of the constitution of the United 

States. 

Approved, 20 .^prU, 1818. 



An ACT making compensation to the persons appointed by the 
Electors to deliver the votes for President and Vice President. 

Sec. L Beit enacted by tiie Senate and Howe of Representatives of 
the United States qf America in Congress assembled, That the person 
appointed by the electors to deliver to the President of the Senate, 
a list of the votes for President and Vice President, shall be allowed, 
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on delivery of said list, twenty-five cents for every mile, of the ent^ 
mated distance, by the most usual route, from the place of meeting: 
of the electors to the seat of Government of the United States, going 
and returning. 

Skc. 2. ^nd be it further enacted,' Th&t this act shall take effect 
from the first of November, eighteen hundred and tWenty-four. 

%9ffproved, Febrwary 11, 1825. 



An ACT for the apportionment of Representatives among the scve« 
ral States according to the Sixth Census. 

[Sec. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RepresenttUwes 
of the United States of Jlnurica in Congress assembledy That from and 
after the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
three, the House of Representatives shall be composed of members 
elected agreeably to a ratio of one Representative for every seventy 
thouseind six hundred and eighty persons in each State, and of one 
additional representative for each State having a fraction greater 
than one moiety of the said ratio, computed according to the rul^ 
prescribed by the Constitution of the United States ; that is to say : 
"Within the State of Maine, seven ; within the State of New Hamp- 
shire, four; within the State of Massachusetts, ten ; within the State 
of Rhode Island, two; within the State of Connecticut, four; with- 
in the State of Vermont, four ; within the State of New York, thir- 
ty-four ; within the State of New Jersey, five ; within the State of 
Pennsylvania, twenty-four ; within the State of Delaware, one ; with- 
in the State of Maryland, six ; within the State of Virginia, fifteen ; 
within the State of North Carolina, nine ; within the State of South 
Carolina, seven ; within the State of Georgia, eight ; within the State 
of Alabama, seven; within the State of Louisiana, four; within the 
State of Mississippi, four; within the State of Tennessee, eleven; 
within the State of Kentucky, ten ; within the State of Ohio, twen- 
ty-one ; within the State of Indiana, ten ; within the State of Illinois, 
seven ; within the State of Missouri, five ; within the State of Ar- 
kansas, one; and within the State of Michigan, three. 

Sec. 2. t^^nd be it further enacted j That in every case where a 
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State is entitled to more than one Representative, the number to 
which each State shall be entitled under this apportionment shall be 
elected by districts composed of contiguous territory equal in num- 
ber to the number of Representatives to which said State may be 
entitled, no one district electing more than one Representative. 

^Spprovedf June 25thj 1842. 



An ACT to establish a uniform time for holding elections for electors 
of President and Vice President in all the States of the Union. 

[Sec 1.] Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the elec- 
tors of President and Vice President shall be appointed in each State 
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in the montli of Novem- 
ber of the year in which they are to be appointed. Provided^ That 
each State may by law provide for the filling of any vacancy or va- 
cancies which may occur in its college of electors when such college 
meets to give its electoral vote. And providedj also, when any State 
shall have held an election for the purpose of choosing electors, and 
shall fail to make a choice on the day aforesaid, then the electors 
may be appointed on a subsequent day in such manner as the State 
shall by law provide, Approved, January 23d, 1845. 



CHAPTER V. 

The Declaration of Independence, by the Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled. 

Thursday, July 4, 1776. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Congress resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their farther considera- 
tion the Declaration j and after some time the President resumed the 
Chair, and Mr. Harrison reported that the committee had agreed to 
a Declaration, which they desired him to report. 

The Declaration being read, was agreed to as follows : 

w9 Dedaratum by the RepreseTUatives of the United States of America, 

in Congress assembled. 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them 
with another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of na- 
ture's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare the causes which impel than to 
the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien- 
able rights ; that among these, are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted [ 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the go- 
verned ; that, whenever any form of government becomes destruc- 
tive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on sudi 
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that governments long est^jalished, should not 
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be diBng*d for light and iranfiifni causea ; and, accordingly, bH tx 
perieiice halii shown, lliat mankind are more dispused to Bufler, 
while evils are. aaffenxUe, than to righi ihcniselven by abolishing the 
forma to wliii:h they are nccustomed. But, when H long tmtn of 
abuHMuid uauTpationa, pursuing invHriably the flame object, CTinccs 
a design to reduce them under absulule deBpoliam, it is their right, 
it ii their duty, to llirow off such goTemm'nt, and to proside Dew 
guards Tor ihtir future security. Such has been the paliciit Bufler- 
ance or these colonies, and such is now the necessity whidi con- 
MtainB them to alter their former syslcms of goverument. The his- 
tory of the present king of Great Brilain ia a history of repeated in- 
juries and uEurpotiona, all having, in direct object, die establish- 
ment of on ahsolulo tyranny over lliBse States. To prove this, Jet 
faolii be submitted (o a candid world : 

Re has refused his assent to laws the motil wholesome and ile> 
CCTsary for tlic public good. 

Ho has forbidden his Governors to pass lawp of immediate and 
pressing imporlance, unless suspended in their operation till his aa- 
aent should be obtained; and, when EO Euspcnded, he has utterly 
neglected lo attend lo (hem. 

He has refused to pass 'other laws for the accommodation of 
large diali iets of people, unlesa those people would relinquiab the 
right of representation in the legislature; aright inestimable to them, 
and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, un- 
comfortable, and distant from the depository of their public records, 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 



He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing, 
with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of ^e people. 

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause 
others lo be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of 
nnnihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise ; 
(be State remaining, in the mean time, exposed to all the danger of 
invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for 
thttt purpose, obatnicting the law* for nalurabzalion of foreifcers ; 
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reHiding to pass others to encourage their migration hither,* and 
raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his 
Assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure 
of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms 
of officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, with- 
out the consent of our legislature. 

He has affi^cted to render the military independent of, and supe- 
rior to, the civil power. 

He has combined, with others, to subject us to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws , giv- 
ing his assent to their acts of pretended legislation : 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us : 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment, for any 
murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these 
States: 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : 

For imposing taxes on us without our consent : 

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury : 

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended of- 
fences: 

For abolishing the free system of EInglish laws in a neighboring 
province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarge 
ing its boundaries, so as to render it at once an example and fit in- 
strument for introducing the same absolute rule into these colonies: 

For taking away our charters, abolishing oar most valuable 
laws, and altering, fundamentally, the powers of our governments: 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themsdvei 
invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his 
protection, and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our iowxm, 
Mid destroyed the lires of our people. 



He is, at ihia lime, transporting large arraicB of foragn niCTct- 
naries to wimplele the works of death, desolation, and lyranny, al- 
ready begun, witli ciruuniBtan<;es of cruelty und perfidy scaruly 
paralleUed in the moat barbaroua ages, and totally unworthy the 
head of a civilized nation. 

He has constraiaed our fellow-citizena, taken captive on the high 
■eaa, to bear arms sgatnat their country, to become the execution- 
ers of their frienda and brethren, or to fall themselves by their honda. 
He has cstciled doniHBlJo inaurrecliona araongal ua, and has en- 
deavored to bring on the iahahilanta of our frontiers, the merciless 
Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistiiiguiahei] 
dealructioD, of all agea, sexes, and conditions. 

In every stage of these, oppressions, we have petitioned for re- 
dreas, iii the most humble terms ; our repeated petitions have been 
uiswered only tiy repeated injury. A prince, whose character is 
thus marked \>j every act wludi may dofiua a tyiant, la uuiil to 
ba the ruler of a free people. 

Jfor have we been wanting in attentioD to otit Britiah brethren- 
We have warned them, from time lo time, of atlempta made by their 
legislature to eiftend an uDworrflnlable jurisdiction over us. We 
have reminded them of the cirLumsionccB of ourBinigratian and set- 
tlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and mag- 
nanimity, and we have conjured them, by the ties of our common 
kindred, to disavow these usurpaliona, which would inevitably in- 
terrupt our connexions and correspondence. They, loo, have been 
Jeaf (o the voice of justice oiid consanguinity. We must, there- 
fore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our separation, 
and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in 
peace friends. 

We, therefore, the representatives of the UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS assembled, appeal- 
ing lo the Supreme Judge of the World for thp rectitude of our in- 
tentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of lite good people 
of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, Tliat these United 
Colonies are, and of right ought to be, S^ce anti Slttiejieiiticnt 
Statto ; (hat Ihey are absolved from all aUegiaiK^ to the British 



t%6 



crown, and that all polilioai connexion between thent and the state 
of Great Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that, as 
FREE AKD UrDEPEJ^DEJ^r STATES, they have full power 
to levy wsur, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, 
and to do all other acts and things which INDEPENDENT 
STATES may of right do. i^d, for the support of this declara- 
tion, with a firm reliance on the protection of "SfiV^lAtli ^^S.<^* 
fTSSSHNTCS, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor. 

The foregoing declaration was, by order of Congress, engrossed^ 
and signed by the following membefs : 

JOHN HANCOCK. 



Josiah Btttiett, 
William WhipiH«, 
Matthew Thornton. 
Maasachusttts Bay, 
Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, 
Robert Treat Paine, 
Elbridge Grerry. 

Rhode Jdand. 
Stephen Hopkins, 
William Ellery. 

ConneeHcut. 
Roger Sherman, 
Samuel Huntington, 
William Williams, 
Oliver Wolcott. 

Mw York. 
WiUiam Floyd, 
Phihp Livingston, 
Francis Lewis, 
Lewis Morris. 

JWto Jersey. 
Richard Stockton, 
John Witherspoon, 



JVao Jersey. 
Francis Hopkinson, 
John Hart, 
Abraham Clark. 

Pennsylvania. 
Robert Morris, 
Benjamin Rush, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
John Morton, 
Greorge Clymer, 
James Smith, 
George Taylor, 
James Wilson, 
George Ross. 

Delaware, 
Ca»ar Rodney, 
George Read, 
Thomas M^Kean. 

Maryland. 
Samuel Chase, 
William Paca, 
Thomas Stone, 
Charles Carroll, of CarroU* 
ton. 





Mt 


nrgii^ 


Alrtt CaroKtM- 


George Wythe, 


John Penn. 


Richard Henry Leo, 


Soutk Carolina. 


Thomas Jefferson, 


Edward Rudedge, 


Benjamin Harriaon, 


Thomas Hey ward, juit. 


Thomas NeUon.juD. 


Thomas Lynch, jun. 


Fnuiois Lightfoot Lee, 


Arthur MiddleWn. 


Carter Bmxton. 


Gen^o. 


JVbi'JIl Carolina. 


. Button Gwinnett, 


William Hooper, 


Lyman Hall, 


JoHcjih Hewes, 


George Walton. 


Reiohed, That copies of Ihe Decimation be sent lo tha ae»aral 


to the aaveral commanding officers of the coniinonlal troopai that 


it be proclaimed in each of (he Uailed Slates, and nl Iha head of Ihe 


army. 





CHAPTER VI. 

AppointmeDt of George Washington to be commaad- 
er-in-chief of the army, by the Congress of the 
CoofederalioQ, on the 15lh June, 1775. 

TnuBEnjn, Junt 15, 1775. 
Agreeable to order, the Congress resolved itself inlo a Commit- 
tee of th^ Whole, and, after aome time, Ihe President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the conimitlee had corae to soma 
farther resolutions, which he was ordered to report. 

The report of tlie committee bein; read and considered, 
Reiolvti, Thai a general bo appointed to tommund all the Con- 
'tinenUJ forces raised, or to be raiacd, for the dcfeacc of Americail 

That five hundred dollars, jier niontli, be allowed for the pay and 
expenses of the general. 

The CongrsHH then proceeded to Ihe choice of n general, by bal- 
lot, and George WaahingtoD, esq., wu uiwnimouBly elected. 

pBioii, Ju« IG, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. [The Delegates from the Cols- 
nies of New Hampshire, Musaachusetta Bay, Connecticut, New 
York, New Tctaey, Pennsylvania, Delaware counties, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, and South CaroUiia, being present.] 

The President informed Ctrionel Woihington that Ihe CongreN 
had yesterday unanimoiuly made choice of bim to be general and 
commander-in-chief of the American fbtces, and requeaii^ he vonld. 
accept of that employment ; to which Colonel Woahington, ■ 
in hie place, answered : 



" Though I am truly aeDsibte of the high honor done m 
Appointnent, yet I bd great ,diiti«M, :' 



168 

my abiliiies anfl military sTperieiice may not be equal Wi the eiten- 
Biveand importamlniBl: However, as the Congreas desire it, I will 
enter upon the niomenlaua duty, Biid ssert every power I posseaa 
in their aertice, and for support of tlie glorious coiise, I beg they 
will aeeept my most cordial llintika for this diatinguished teBttnumiy 
or their spprobaliot:. 

"But, Ust some unlucky event nhould happen, unfavorable to 
my reputation, I beg it may be remembered, liy every gentleman 
in (he room, tliat I, tliis day, declare with the utmost Bincerily, I do 
not think myself equal ki the command I am honored with. 

"Ah to pay, air, I beg leave to assure llie Congress, that, aa no 
jjecuniary consideration could have tempted me to accept this ardu- 
ous employment, at the cjcpenae of my domestic ease (ind happi- 
ness, I do not wish to make any profit from it. I will keep an 
exact account of my eipEoaes. Those, I doubt not, they will dis- 
charge, and that is all I desire." 

Ranlved, That a comniitlae be appointed to draught a commis- 
sion and inatruclions for the general. 

The persons chosen to compose the committee, were Mr. Lee, 
Mr, E. Rutledge, and Mr. J. Adama. 

SATDBDAr, June 17, 1775, 

Met according to adjournment. 

The committee appointed (o draught n commission to the gene- 
ral, reported the same, which, being read by paragraphs and debat- 
ed, was agreed to aa follows : 

IN CONGRESS. 
The delegates of the United Colonies of New Hampshire, Massa- 
ehuBella Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, J>ennsylvania, the counties of New Castle, Kent, and 
Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina: 

To Gbobcb Washingtom, Em. 

We, reposing special trust and confidence in your patriotism, 

Talor, conduct, and fidelity, do, by these presents, constitute and 



appoint you to be general and commander-in-chief, of \h/t anny of 
the United Colonies, and of all the forces now raised, or to be raised, 
by them, and of all others who shall voluntarily offer their service, 
and join the said army for the defence of American liberty, and for 
repelling every hostile invasion thereof: And you are hereby vest* 
ed >vith full power and authority to act as you shall think for the 
good and welfare of the service. 

And we do hereby strictly charge and require all officers and 
soldiers, under your command, to be obedient to your orders, and 
diligent in tlie exercise of their several duties. 

And we do also enjoin and require you, to be careful in execut* 
ing the great trust reposed in you, by causing strict discipline and 
order to be observed in tlie army, and that the soldiers be duly ex- 
ercised, and provijied with all convenient necessaries. 

And you are to regulate your conduct in every respect by the 
rules and discipline of war, (as herewith given you,) and punctu- 
ally to observe and follow such orders and directions, from time Uf 
time, as you shall receive from this, or a future Congress of theM 
United Colonies, or committee of Congress. 

This commission to continue in force until revoked by this, or a 
future Congress. 

By order of the Congress, 

Ordered, That the same be fairly transcribed, signed by the Pre* 
sident, attested by the secretary, and delivered to the general. 

Resolved, unanimously, Whereas, the delegates of all the Colo- 
nies, from Nova Scotia to GJeorgia, in Congress assembled, have 
imanimously chosen George Washington, esq., to be general and 
commander-in-chief, of such forces as are, or shall be, raised fop 
the maintenance and preservation of American liberty ; this Con- 
gress doth now declare, that they will maint£un and assist him, and 
adhere to him, the said George Washington, with their lives and 
fortunes in the same cause. 

J.8* 
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of the President of Congresg to Geor^ 

.ington, 011(1 Ilia replyj2Gth Augtiai, 1783. 
MoHciV, ^Mput 25, 1783. 
39 being informed o( the arrival of the wmmander-tn- 
.e neighborhood of Princeton -. 
Urdend, That he have an audience in CiWlgrtm 
twelve o'clock. 

TiTEiDiY, Jhiguit 96, 1783, 
g 10 order, Gen 

k: CoDgreaB feel particulLir pleaatire in aet'tag your excelleacy, 
n congratulating you on the success of a war, in wliich you 
acled so conipicuous a part. 

has been tlie aingular happiness of ilie United Scales, tlial dur- 

WBi BO long, BO dongeiouH, nnd so important, Providmicc haa 

_ giaCLouBly pleased to preacrvo Ihe life of b general, who haa 

riled and poBseased Uie uninlermpled confidence and oiTection of 

fellow-citizens. In other nations maay luive performed services, 

chich ihey have d<Bcrvod and received the Ihanka of die public. 

DUt to y^u, sir, pumliar praise is due. Yovir services Imve been 

«saentiaj in acquiring and establishing the freedom and independence 

-of your country. They deserve the grateful acknowledgments of a 

free and independent nation. Those acknowledgmenla Congress 

k&ve the satisfaction of expressing lo your eiccellency. 

Hostilities have now ceased, but your country still needs your 
•erviiea. She wishes lo avail herself of your lalenls in forming the 
anangcmenls which will be necessary for her in the time of peace. 
For this reason your attendance at Congress has been requested. 
A. committee is appointed to confer witli your excellency, and to re- 
ceive your nsaiatance in preparuig and digesting plans relative lo 
those important objects. 

To which his excellency made tlic following reply. 
Mb. Prebident: I am loo aensihie of Ihe honorable receplioii [ 
have now experienced, not to be penetrated with the deepest feeling 
of gratitude. 
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Notwithstanding Congress appear to estimate the value of my 
life beyond any services I have been able to render the United 
States, yet I must be permitted to consider the wisdom and unan- 
imity of our national councils, the firmness of our citizens, and tho 
patience and bravery of our troops, which have produced so happy 
a termination of the war, as the most conspicuous effect of the divine 
interposition, and the surest presage of our future happiness. 

Highly gratified by the favorable sentiments which Congress are 
pleased to express of my past conduct, and amply rewarded by tho 
confidence and affection of my fellow-citizens, I cannot hesitate to 
contribute my best endeavors towards the establishment of the na- 
tional security in whatever manner the sovereign power may think 
proper to direct, until tlie ratification of the definitive treaty of peace^ 
or the final evacuation of our country by the British forces ; afler 
either of which events, I shall ask permission to retire to the peace- 
ful shade of private life. 

Perhaps, sir, no occasion may offer more suitable than the pre* 
sent to express my humble thanks to God, and my grateful acknow- 
ledgments to my country, for the great and uniform support I have 
received in every vicissitude of fortune, and for the many distin* 
guished honors which Congress have been pleased to confer upoa 
me in the course of the war. 

Resignation, by George Washington, of the office 
of commander-in-chief to Congress, and answer of 
the President of Congress, 23d December, 1783. 

Saturday, December 20, 1783. 

Congress assembled: Present, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina. 

A letter, of this day, from the commander-in-chief, was read, in- 
forming Congress of his arrival in this city, with the intention of 
asking leave to resign the commission he has the honor of holding^ 
.in their service, and desiring to know their pleasure in what mao* 
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BM it will be moat proper lo oflei hu reaignalion ; whether in writ- 
iu or &i on &udLeTice - Whereupon, 

Baolvtd, Thai his excellrncy, the comnuiniler-in-chiof, be admit- 
ted (o a public niidiencc, on Tueedoy neKl, nt twelve o'clork. 

Saohed, Tlint » public entertainmeni be given to tlie i-ommander- 
iii-chlpf on Monday next. 

Tuesday, Decanirr 23, 1783. 

Coogreaa MBembled ; Prsacnt as before. 

AccorrUng to order, his eKcellency iha oominander4u-chief was 
adnlitled to a public audience, and Wing seated, the President, afker 
a ponafl, bformed him, tliat the Dnited SuteH in Congress amem- 
bled WErc prepared to receive his communication a : Whereupon he 
■rose, and addressed as roUowa ; 

Mb- Prbsidbsi : The grenl eyents on which my resignation de- 
pended having at length token place, I have now the honor of 
«flfering my sincere rjtngrntuialiona lo CoiigrcES, and of presenting 
myself before tliem, to surrender into their hands the trust oommib* 
led to me, and to claim the indulgence orreliringlrom the service of 
my country. 

Happy in the confirmation of our independence and sovereigTity, 
and pl-'dscd wiili ihr. opportunity nlfordud the tTniled Smic«, of be- 
coming a respeclable nation, I resign with sBtisfaclion tlie appoint- 
ment I accepted wilh diffidence; a diffidence in my abilities to 
«ccompliBh ao arduous a task ; which however was superseded by 
B. confidence in the rectitude of our cause, the support of the su- 
preme power of the Union, and ihe patronage of Heaven. 

The successful lennination of the war has verified the moat san- 
jtiine expectations; and my gratitude for tlie interposition of Pro- 
vidence, and the aBsiatance I have received from my countrymen, 
increases with every review of the momentoua contest. 

While I repeal my obligations to the army in general, I shoulil 
do injustice lo my own feelings not to acknowledge, in this pince, 
the peculiar services and distinguished merits of Ihe gentlemen who 
Itave been attached lo my person during the war. It was imposai- 
Ut the choice of confidential officers to compose my fainily should 
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have been more fortunate. Permit me, sir, to recommend in parti- 
cular, tliose who have continued in the service to the present mo- * 
ment, as worthy of the favorable notice and patronage of Congress. 

I consider it an indispensable duty to close this last act of my 
official life by commending the interests of our dearest country to 
the protection of Almighty God, and those who have the superin- 
tendence of them to his holy keeping. 

Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from the 
great theatre of action, and bidding an affectionate farewell to this 
august body, under whose orders I have so long acted, I here offer 
my commission, and take my leave of all the employments of pub- 
lic life. 

He then advanced and delivered to the President his commission, 
with a copy of his address, and having resumed his place, the Pre- 
sident (Thomas Mifflin) returned him the following answer: 

Sir : The United States in Congress assembled receive, with 
emotions too affecting for utterance, the solemn resignation of the 
authorities under which you have led their troops with success 
through a perilous and a doubtful war. Called upon by your coun- 
try to defend its invaded rights, you accepted the sacred charge, 
before it had formed alliances, and whilst it was without funds or 
a government to support you. You have conducted the great mili- 
tary contest with wisdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the 
rights of the civil power through edl disasters and changes. You 
have, by the love and confidence of your fellow-citizens, enabled 
them to display their martial genius, and transmit their fame to pos- 
terity. You have persevered till these United States, aided by a 
magnanimous king and nation, have been enabled, under a just 
Providence, to close the war in freedom, safety, and independence; 
on which happy event we sincerely join you in congratulations. 

Having defended the standard of liberty in this new world; hav- 
ing taught a lesson useful to those who infiict and to those who feel 
oppression, you retire from the great theatre of action, with the 
blessings of your fellow-citizens; but the glory of your virtues will 
hot terminate with your military command; it will continue to ani- 
mate remotest ages. 




" wiih you our obligalions to the army in 

MTlioulnrly charge ouraelves with [he inlercsis of ihoae confi- 
J offieera, who Iibve allondfil your person to this effecting 
It 

join you in commBiidiiig ihe interests of our denresl counuy 

"le protection of Almiglity God, beseeching him lo dispose Ihe 

U and minds of its citizens to improve the opportunity oiTonl' 

m of becoming a licippy and respectable nation. And for you 

i„_,.._dre»H lo him our earneal prnyers, that oJife ao beloved may 

be fostered with aJt his care ; ihal your days may be happy as Ihey 

Irave been illustrious ; and that he wUt linaily give yoii tliat revi-ord 

which this world cannot give. 

Election of George Woaliingloii as President of ihe 
United Slatssi, and iiis Inaugural Address, April 30, 
1789. 

Mo.vDAY, April 6, 1789. 

Tlie Pi-eaideot of ihe Senate, elected for ihe pur- 
pose of counting the votes, declared to the Senate, 
ihnL the Senate and House of Represent ulives had 
met, and that he, in their presence, had opened and 
counted the votea of the Electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States; whereby it ap- 
pears that 

Georok Washington was unanimously elected 
President. 

Whereupon the following certificate and letter, pre- 
pared by a committee, consisting of Messrs. Paterson, 
Johnson, Lee, and Ellsworth, were adopted by the 
Senate, and signed by their President. 
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Be it knovm, That the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America, being convened in the city and State 
of New York, the sixth day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, the underwritten, appoint- 
ed President of the Senate, for the sole purpose of receiving, open- 
ing, and counting the votes of the Electors, did, in the presence of 
the said Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certifi- 
cates, and count all the votes of the Electors for a President and for 
a Vice President; by which it appears that George Washington, 
Esq., was unanimously elected, agreeably to the Constitution, to 
the office of President of the United States of America. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal. 

JOHN LANGDON. 

New York, April 6, 1789. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to. your Excellency the infor- 
mation of your unanimous election to the office of President of the 
United States of America. Suffer me, sir, to indulge the hope, that 
so auspicious a mark of public confidence will meet your approba- 
tion, and be considered as a sure pledge of the affection and support 
you are to expect from a free and an enlightened people. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of respect, your obedient humble ser- 
vant, 

JOHN LANGDON. 

To liis Ex'cy George Washington, Esq. 

THURSDAY; April 30, 1789. 

The oath of office having been administered by the 
Chancellor of the State of New York, in the presence 
of the Senate and House of Representatives; to George 
Washington; President of the United States, he thea 
made the following Inaugural address : 



(tUtM if llie Sennle, and 
of tin Hovse d/ Rejiraentativa .- 

the vicisailudca incident to lift, no event could have filteil 
^atcr niixielics than ihat of which the iiDtiGcalion vas 
eu by your order, and received on the Hih day of the pre- 
riilh. On the one hand, I woa Buramoned by my country, 
T can tiever hear but with ycnerntion mid love, from a 
iRcl cJiosen with the fondeat prcdilcclicin, luid, in 
.11 ,ies, with HD immutable decision, aa the asylum of 

Jning years; H retrenl which wns rendered every day mora 
'TV, OS well as more dear to me, by the addition of habit to 
II, and of frequent interruptions in my health, to the gra- 
■omiiiiitcd on it hy time. On the other hand, the mng- 
iSicully of the trust to wliich the voice of my country 
jeing BuAicient to awaken in the wisest and most expc- 
' her citizens a distrustful scrutiny into his qunlifica- 
d not but overwhelm with desponilenee one, who, in- 
g lui^rior endowments from nature, and unpractised in tho 
1 admin iiitration, ooghl to be peruliarly consoioua of 
iencies. In this conflict of amotions, all I dare aver, is, 
JOB tictn my ft.ilhfu! study to collect my duty from a just 
appreciation of every circgmslancc by wliicli it might be nffcclcd. 
All I dare hope, is, that if, in executing this task, I have been too 
much swayed by a grateful remembrance of former instances, or by 
an affectionate scnsitility to thia transcendanl procrf of the confi- 
dence of my fellow-ci^zena, and have thence too little consulted my 
incapacity as well as disinclination for the weighty and untried carC'i 
before me, my error will be palliated by Ihc mo^ves which misled 
mo, and its consequeniiesbe judged by my country, with some share 
of the partiality in which they originated. 

Such being the imprcssiona under which T have, in obedience to 
the public summons, n-pnircd to the present station, it would be 
peculiarly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent sup- 
pUcations to that Almighty Being who rules over the universe — 
who presides in the councils of nations — and whose providential 
aids can supply every human defect, that his Lenediclion may con- 
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sfecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of the United 
States, a government instituted by themselves for these essential 
purposes : and may enable every instrument employed in its admin- 
istration to execute with success the functions allotted to his charge. 
In tendering this homage to the Great Author of every public and 
private good, I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments not 
less than my own ] nor thoee of my fellow-citizens at large, less 
than either. No people can be bound to acknowledge and adoro 
the invisible hand, which conducts the affairs of men, more than 
the people of the United States. Every step by which they have 
advanced to the character of an independent nation, seems to have 
been distinguished by some token of providential agency; and in 
the import€mt revolution just accomplished in the system of their 
united government, the tranquil deliberations, and voluntary con* 
sent of so many distinct communities, from which the event has re- 
sulted, cannot be compared with the means by which most govern- 
ments have been established, without some return of pious grati- 
tude, along with an humble anticipation of the future blessings 
which the past seem to presage. These reflections, arising out of 
the present crisis, have forced themselves too strongly on my mind 
to be suppressed. You will join with me, I trust, in thinking that 
(here are none, under the influence of which the proceedings of a 
new and free government can more auspiciously commence. 

By the article establishing the executive department, it is made 
the duty of the President "to recommend to your consideration 
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient." The 
circumstances under which 1 now meet you will acquit me fh>m 
entering into that subject, farther than to refer to the great consti- 
tutional charter under which you are assembled ; and which, in de- 
fining your powers, designates the objects to which your attention 
is to be given. It will be more consistent with those circumstances, 
and far more congenial with the feelings which actuate me, to sub- 
stitute, in place of a recommendation of particular measures, the 
tribute that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism, 
which adorn the characters selected to devise and adopt them. In 
these honorable qualifications I b^old the surest pledges that, as on 



one side, no loiial prEJudJc«a or atlachmenla, no BGparale views, nor 
parlf animoaUies, wilt misdirect the camprehcnaLve and equal eya 
which ought to watcli over this groat nasemltliige of comaiunitiea 
and inlereala; so, on another, ihat the foundations of our national 
policy wilt be laid in the pure and immuliible principles of private 
moroUly ; and the pre-eminence of free government b« exemplified 
by all the attributes which can win Qie aifectjona of ila citizenii, and 
command the respect of tho world. I dwell on this prospect witlv 
ovffly SBlia faction which an ardent love for my country can inspire: 
since there ia no truth more thoroughly esleblisbed, than that there 
exiata in the economy and course of nature an indissoluble union 
between virtue and happiness — between duly and advantage — be- 
tween the genuine maxima of on honest and magnanimous pohcy, 
and the solid rewards of public prosperity and felicity; since wa 
ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smites of Heavea 
con never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal ruUa 
of order and right, which Heaven itself has ordained; and since the 
preservation of the sacred Ere of liberty, and the destiny of ilia re» 
publican model of government, are justly considered aa deeply, per- 
haps as finally, staked, on the experiment Entrusted to the hands of 
the American people. 

Beaidea the ordinary objects submitted to your care, it will re- 
main with your judgment to decide, how far an exerose of the oc- 
casional power delegated by the fifth article of the Constilntion ia 
rendered expedient at the present juncture, by the nature of objec- 
tions which have been urged against the syitem, oc by the degree 
of inquietude which bos given birth to them. Instead of under- 
teldng particular recommendations on this subject, in which I could 
be guided by no lights derived from official opportunities, I shall 
again give way to my entire confidence in your discernment and 
pursuit of the public good; for, I assure myself, that whilst you 
carefully avoid every alteration which might endanger the benefits 
of an united and effective government, or which ought to await tho 
future lessons of experience, a reverence for the characteristic 
rights of freemen, end a regard for the public harmony, will auffi- 
cienily influence your deliberalioili on the question, how far the 
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toaaueuk be 

and advantageoiwly pTOBOCfid. 

To the preoedo^ chmmtiaoM I Iatb 
meet properiy eddreawd to tke Home of 
cems mjeoU^ and will, t heitfatc, be 
was first boooied with e call imo the aerriee ef Kjr 
OB the ere of an arduooa adnggle lor its libcftiea, the b^ K 
I contemplated my doty lecfiuied that I ahould 
coniary compensation. From this icaohitaj o I haw m bo 
departed; and being atill mder the 
I must decline, as inapplicable to myadf^ mmj share in the 
emoluments which may be indispensably 
provision for the execatiTC department; and 
that the pecuniary estimates lor the statioa ia whidi I sb 
may, daring my continuance in it, be limited to waA adaal 
ditures as the publie good may be thmigiht to requiem 

Having thus imparted to ycra my scaliBealSy as they hcsc 
awakened by the occasion which brings us tsgcchcr, I shafl 
my present leave; but not without usiiiiisi^ saee aiiwff to A 
nign Parent of the human nee, in homfale S Mppfif a tio e, 
he has been pleased to &Tor the Amf i iran people with 
ties for ddiberating in perfect tnunqofllitj, 
ciding, with rnqfiandkiled unanimity, oo a fimn of 
the security of their Union, and 

so lus Divine blessii^ may be equally roMfafonii in the 
views, the temperate consuhations, and thewiscmiasiiws, 
the success of this govermncDt most ikipfnd 

O. WASHINGTON. 

Apml 30. 



Farewell Address of George Washington, Presi- 
dent, to the people of Uie United Stales, September 
17,1796. 

FYiends and PeUoie-citizens : -• 

The period for a new election of a citizen to ad- 
minister the Executive Government of the United 
Slates, being not far distant, and the time actually 
arrived when your thoughts must be employed ia 
designaling the person who is to be clothed with that 
important trust, it appears to me proper, especially aa 
it may conduce to a more distinct expression of tlie 
public voice, that I should now apprise you of the 
resolution I have formed, to decline being considered 
among the number of those out of whom a choice ia 
to be made. 

I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice 
to he assured , that this resolution has not been taken 
without a strict regard to all the considerations apper- 
taining to the relation which binds a dutiful citizen 
to his country ; and that, in withdrawing tlie tender 
of service, which silence, in my situation, might im- 
ply, I am influenced by no diminution of zeal for 
your future interest ; no deficiency of grateful respect 
for your past kindness ; but am supported by a full 
conviction that the step is compatible with both. 

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, 
the office lo which your suffrages have twice called 
me, have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to 
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the opinion of cluty^ and to a deference for what ap- 
peared to be your desire. I constantly hoped that it 
would have been much earlier in my power, consist- 
ently with motives which I was not at liberty to dis- 
regard, to return to that retirement from which I had 
been reluctandy drawn. The strength of my incli- 
nation to do this, previous to the last election, had 
even led to the preparation of an address to declare it 
to you ; but mature reflection on the then perplexed 
and critical posture of our affiiirs with foreign nations, 
and the imanimous advice of persons entitled to my 
confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea. 

I rejoice that the state of your concerns, external 
as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of 
inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty 
or propriety j and am persuaded, whatever partiality 
may be retained for my services, that, in the present 
drcumstances of our country, you will not disapprove 
my determination to retire. 

The impressions with which I first undertook the 
arduous trust, were explained on the proper occasion. 
In the discharge of this trust, I will only say, that I 
have with good intentions contributed towards the 
organization and administration of the Government, 
the best exertions of which a very fallible judgment 
was capable. Not unconscious in the outset, of the 
inferiority of my qualifications, experience in my own 
eyes, perhaps stiU more in the eyes of others, has 
strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself ; and 



ererj" day ihc increasing weight of years admoniehes 
me, more and more, that the shade of retiremenl is 
as ncc^ssiT}' lo me as it will be welcome. Satisfied 
ibat if any circuinstaQcea have given peculiar value 
to my sen'ices, ihey were temporary, I have the coq- 
solation to believe, that vbile choice and prudence 
JOTJie roe lo quH the political scene, palriotism does 
not fofbid it . 

In looking forward to the roonient which is intend- 
ed lo tcroiinatc the career of my public life, ray feel- 
ings do not pemiit me to suspend the deep acknow- 
ledgine.nt of tliat debt of gratitude which I owe to my 
beloTcd cowntry . for the many honors il has conferred 
upon ine^ siiti more for llie steadfast confidence with 
which it has suj^rted me; and for the oppordinitiee 
I have Ihencc enjoyed, of manifesting my inviolable 
atlacbnieul. by services faithful and persevering, 
though in usefulness unequal lo my zeal. If benefits 
have resulted to our country from theae services, let 
it always l>e remembered to your praise, and as ao 
instruclirc cxainptc in our annals, that, under circum- 
stances in which (he passions, agitated in every di- 
rection, were liable to mislead, amidst appearances 
Bomeiimes dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often dis- 
coura^ng; in situations in which, nol unfrequently, 
WftDt of success has countenanced the spirit of criti- 
cism , the constancy of your support was the essential 
prop of ihe efforts, and a guarantee of the plans by 
which ibey were eff«cted. PntfouDdly peoedated 
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with this idea 9 1 shall carry it with me to my grave ^ 
ajs a strong incitement to unceasing vows, diat Hea- 
ven may continue to you the choicest tokens of its 
beneficence; that your Union and brotherly affection 
may be perpetual ; that the free Constitution^ which 
is the work of your hands^ may be sacredly main- 
tained 'y that its administration ; in every department^ 
may be stamped with wisdom and virtue ; that, in 
fine, the happiness of the people of these States, un- 
der the auspices of liberty, may be made complete, 
by so careful a preservation, and so prudent a use of 
this blessing, as will acquire to them the glory of re- 
commending it to the applause, the affection, and the 
adoption of every nation which is yet a stranger to it. 
Here, perhaps, I ought to stop ; but a solicitude for 
your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and 
the apprehension of danger natural to that solicitude, 
urge me, on an occasion like the present, to offer to 
your solemn contemplation, and to recommend to 
your frequent review, some sentiments, which are 
the result of much reflection — of no inconsiderable 
observation — and which appear to me all-important 
to the permanency of your felicity as a people . These 
will be afforded to you with the more freedom, as 
you can only see in them the disinterested wsAiings of 
a parting friend, who can possibly have no personal 
motive to bias his coupsel; nor can I forget, as an 
encouragement to it, your indulgent reception of my 
sentiments on a former and not dissimilar occanon. . 



184 

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every lig- 
ament of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is 
necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment. 

The unity of government, which constitutes you 
one people, is also now dear to you. It is justly so; 
for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real inde- 
pendence; the support of your tranquillity at home, 
your peace abroad ; of your safety; of your prosperity ; 
of that very liberty which you so highly prize. But 
as it is easy to foresee, that from different causes and 
from different quarters much pains will be taken ^ 
many artifices employed, to weaken, in your minds^ 
the conviction of this truth ; as this is the point in 
your political fortress against which the batteries of 
internal and external enemies will be most constantly 
and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) 
directed, it is of infinite moment that you should 
properly estimate the immense value of your national 
union, to your collective and individual happiness; 
that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and im- 
movable-attachment to it; accustoming yourselves to 
think and speak of it as of the palladium of your po- 
litical safety and prosperity; watching for its preser- 
vation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing what- 
ever mfly suggest even a suspicion that it can, in any 
event, be abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon 
the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any por- 
tion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the 
sacred ties which now link together the various parts. 
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For this you have every indticeinent of sympathy 
and iuterest. Citizens by birth or choice ^ of a com- 
mon country^ that country has a right to concentrate 
your affections. The name of American, which be- 
longs to you in your national capacity, must always 
exalt the just pride of patriotism ^ more than any ap- 
pellation derived from local discriminations. With 
slight shades of difference, you have the same religion^ 
manners; habits, add political principles. You have, 
in a common cause, fought and triumphed together; 
the independence and liberty you possess, are the 
work of joint councils and joint efforte. of common 
dangers, sufferings, and successes. 

But these considerations, however powerfully they 
address themselves to your sensibility, are greatly out- 
weighed by those which fipply more immediately to 
your interest; here every portion of our country finds 
the most commanding motives for carefully guard- 
ing and preserving the union of the whole. 

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the 
South, protected by the equal laws of a common go- 
vernraent, finds, in the productions of the latter^ 
great additional resources of maritime and commer- 
cial enterprise, and precious materials of manufac- 
turing industry. The South, in the same inlercourec, 
benefiting by the agency of the North, sees its agri- 
culture grow, and its commerce expand. Turn- 
ing partly into its own channels the seamen of the 
Norths it finds its particular navigation invigorated; 
19 



and while itcoiilribules, in differenlways, lo nourish 
and increase the general mass of the national naviga- 
tion, it looks fonvard to ihe proteclioo of a maritime 
strength lo whicb itself is unequally adapted. The 
East, in like interconrse with the West, already finds, 
and in the progressive improvement of interior com- 
rounication, by land and water, will more and more 
find, a valuable vent for Ihe commodities which it 
brings from abroad, or manufactures at home. The 
West derives from the East supplies requisite to its 
growth and comfort ; and what is perhaps of still 
greater consequence, it niust, of necessily, owe the 
secure enjoyment of indispensable oullels for its own 
productions, to the weight, influeoce, and Ihe future 
maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union , 
directed by an iudissolnble community of interest as 
one nation. Any other tenure by which (he West 
can hold this essL-iiiial advantage, whether derived 
from its own separate strength , or from an apostate 
aod unnatural connexion with any foreign power, 
must be intrinsically precarious. 

While, then, every part of our country Urns feels 
an immediate and particular interest in union , all the 
parts combined cannot fail lo find, in ihe united mass 
of means and efforls, greater strength, greater re- 
source, proportionably greater security from external 
danger, a less frequent interruption of their peace by 
foreign nations; and what is of inestimable value, 
they must derive from union an exemption from' 
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those broils and wars between themselves, which so 
frequently afBict neighboring countries^ not tied to- 
gether by the same government; which their own 
rivalships alone would be sufficient to produce^ but 
which opposite foreign alliances^ attachments, and 
intrigues, would stimulate and imbitter. Hence> 
likewise, they will avoid the necessity of those over- 
grown military establishments, which, under any 
fonn of government, are inauspicious to liberty, and 
which are to be regarded as particularly hostile to re- 
publican liberty ; in this sense it is that your union: 
ought to be considered as a main prop of your libaty , 
and that the love of the one ought to endear to yon 
the preservation of the other. 

These considerations speak a persuasive language 
to every reflecting and virtuous mind , and exhibit the 
continuance of the Union as a primary object of pa- 
triotic desire. Is there a doubt, whether a common 
government can embrace so large a sphere? Let ex- 
perience solve^ it. To listen to mere speculation, in 
such a case, were criminal. We are authorized to 
hope, that a proper organization of the whole, with 
the auxiliary agency of governments for the respec- 
tive subdivisions, will aflTord a happy issue to the ex- 
periment . It is well worth a fair and full experiment. 
With such powerful and obvious motives to Union, 
affecting all parts of our country, while experience 
shall not have demonstrated its impracticability; there 
will always be reason to distrust the patriotism of 



t%Me, who, in any quarter, may endeavor to weaken 
lis bands. 

In conlcmplaling llie cauaea which may disturb 
our Union, it occurs, as a niacicr of aeiioua concern, 
Uiat any ground should have been furniahed for 
characterizing parlica by geographical discrimina- 
tiona — Norihcrn end Souiliern — Atlantic and West- 
ern: whence designing men may endeavor to excite 
4 belier that there ia a real difference of local inleresla 
and viewa. One of the expedients of party to acquire 
iofluencc within paiticular distriria, ie to raisrepreaenl 
the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot 
ellield yourselves too much against the jealousies and 
heart burnings which spring from ihcac misrepreseti- 
lAlions J they tend to render alien to each other those 
who ought to be boimd together by fintemal alTection . 
The inhabitants of our western country have lately 
bad a useful lesson on this head ; (hey have seen in 
the negoljalion by the Executive, and in the unani- 
mous ratification by the Senate, of the treaty with 
Spain, and in the universal eatisfaclion at that event 
throughout the United States, a decisive proof how 
unfounded were the suspicions propagated among 
them, of a policy in the General Government, and 
in the Atlantic Stales, unfriendly to their interests in 
regard to the Miasissippt : ihey have been wilnesaes 
to the formation of two (realies — that with Great Bri- 
tain, and that with Spairi, which secure to them 
every thing tliey could desire, in respect to our foreign 
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(jSovemnien: 5:c "Jir^ -r3fL!Ji « iiiti*n*fii=j_-. ?i- i- 
liance. hcs^r^'r srsirr a^t^v-^-a. ti*i isr"- :ar >- 2t 

the icfri-ricci^ »zjf imsmciiaLc inirT. iil vTisaw^s^ 
in all lim*. Lit* *xr*»rf«i«!*d- >-iTi=h*i^ ir tut 

essay . bv the -^iu^xkxL ic i. C'vasmmniL if ^^owbi 
raent better alczJa^^id itet tpmt iifm^r fir ao. 
mate Union . aid iar ii» -i^ksry^u- iirji£:2»a:«2r <f 
your COI1UE.OS1 zixjrjusask.. T\ui Cuf *ritiw^nr H^ if 
spiiDg of our ew& czK«f»r. imnifiifnrL*:! ftui nxaflP^. 
adopted upon full ioT^esL^snifia. mft: nar-tm in^ofifssi^ 
tion , complete! J fr»»t 5* jh jcHitxi^ n li*!: li^'.dMi' 
tion of its power?. XASETotz sKnrrr xxi en^rrj - noi 
containing within itself t zr.*s*'sBAXL iu: m I'^i iaKnd- 
ment, has a just claim to rncr ryjcfAzji^ iad jmr 
support. Respect for its auti#cniT, cc'CLpiifcocc 
its laws^ acquiescence in its measoreg. are duties 
joined by the fundammtal maxims of true tibeity. 
The basis of our political systems, is the riirhl of th<^ 
people to make and to alter their couslitulion* of 
Government : but the Constitution which ut «nv tilW 
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cbanged by an explicit and autbeoUc act 

^ ...lole people, is sacredly obligalor> upon all. 

Tery idea of ihe power, and ihe righi of the 

lo establish GovernDienl, pre-suppoaes the 

every individual to obey the established Go- 

nent. 

■^ructions to the execution of tlie laws, all 

cn ins and a^ociatioiis, under whatever plau- 

e cDaracier, with the reid design to direct, control, 

erect, or awe the regular deliberation and action 

msiiiuted authorities, ate destniclive to this 

„nlal principle, and of fatal tendency. They 

a organize faction, to give it an artiflcial and 

'■"•iry force to put, in the place of the dele- 

if the nation, the will of a parly, often a 

<t I il and enterprising minority of the coni- 

iuj Buu, according to the alternate triumphs of 

uiuerent parlies, to make the public administration 

the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous pio- 

jecls of faction, rather than the organ of consisteat 

and wholesome plans, digested by common councils, 

and modified by mutual interests. 

However combinations or associations of the above 
description may now and then answer popular ends, 
ihey are likely, in the course of time and things, to 
become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, 
and unprincipled men, will be enabled to subvert the 
power of the people, and to usurp for themselves the 
reigns of Government; destroying, afterwards, the 
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very engines which had lifted ihem to unjust do- 
minion. 

Towards the preservation of your Government^ and 
tlie permanency of your present happy state, it is 
requisite, not only that you steadily discountenance 
irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authority^ 
but also that you resist with care the spirit of innova- 
tion upon its principles, however specious the pre- 
texts. One method of assault may be to effect, in 
the forms of the Constitution, alterations which will 
impair the energy of the system, and thus to under- 
mine what cannot be directly overthrown. In all 
the changes to which you may be invited, remember 
that time and habit are at least as necessary to fix the 
true character of governments, as of other human 
institutions ; that experience is the surest standard by 

which to test the real tendency of the existing con- 
stitution, of a country; that facility in changes, Upon 
the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, exposes to 
peipetual change, from the endless variety of hypo- 
thesis and opinion; and remember, especially, that 
for the efficient management of your common inter- 
ests, in a country so extensive as ours, a Government 
of as much vigor as is consistent with the perfect se- 
curity of liberty, is indispensable. Liberty itself will 
find in such a Government, with powers properly dis- 
tributed and adjusted, its surest guardian. It is, in- 
deed, little else than a name, where the Government 
is too feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, 



192 

to confine each i^ember of the society within the 
limits prescribed by the laws, and to maintain all in 
the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights of 
person and property. 

I have already intimated to you the danger of par- 
ties in the State, with particular reference to the 
founding of them on geographical discriminations. 
Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and 
warn you, in the most solemn manner, against the 
baneful effects of the spirit of party generally. 

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our 
nature, having its root in the strongest passions of the 
human mind. It exists, under different shapes, in 
all Governments, more or less stijQed, controlled, or 
repressed ; but in those of the popular form it is seen 
in its greatest rankness, and is truly their worst 
enemy. 

The alternate domination of one faction over 
another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural 
to party dissention, which, in different ages and coun- 
tries, has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is 
itself a frightful despotism. But this leads, at lengthy 
to a more formal and permanent despotism. The 
disorders and miseries which result, gradually incline 
the minds of men to seek security and repose in the 
absolute power of an individual; and, sooner or later, 
the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or 
more fortunate than his competitors, turns this dispo- 
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eition to the purposes of his own Ms-v.uinn in .:h« 
ruins of public liberty. 

Without lookinq" forwanl lo .iri fV:**\iv.:y of -hi* 
kind, Cwhich, ncvcrthel»:sfl. oii^hr not Ut he *^nfir»*lv 
out of sight,) the comiiion an«J i:onfir.t.;i: ii.isi-luefM jf 
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danger of excess, the effort ought to be, by force of 
public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it. Afire 
not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance 
to prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead of 
warming, it should consume. 

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking, 
in a free countiy , should inspire caution in those en- 
trusted with its administration, to confine themselves 
within their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding, 
in the exercise of the powers of one department, to 
encroach upon another. The spirit of encroachment 
tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments 
in one, and thus to create, whatever the form of Go- 
vernment, a real despotism. A just estimate of that 
love of power, and proneness to abuse it which pre- 
dominates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy 
us of the truth of this position. The necessity of re 
ciprocal checks in the exercise of political power, by 
dividing and distributing it into difierent depositories, 
and constituting each the guardian of the public weal, 
against invasions by the others, has been evinced by 
experiments, ancient and modern -, some of them in 
our own country, and under our own eyes. To pre- 
,serve them must be as necessary as to institute them . 
If, in the opinion of the people, the distribution or 
modification of the constitutional powers be, in any 
particular, wrong, let it be corrected by an amend- 
ment in the way which the Constitution designates. 
But let there be no change by usurpation; for though 
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thiS; in one instance^ may be the instrument of good^ 
it is the customary weapon by which free Governr 
ments are destroyed. The precedent must always 
greatly overbalance, in permanent evil, any partial 
or transient benefit which the use can, at any time^ 
yield. 

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to po- 
litical prosperity, religion and morality are indispen- 
sable supports. In vain would that man claim the 
tribute of patriotism, who should tebor to subvert 
these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest 
props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere 
politician, equally with the pious man, ought to re- 
spect and to cherish them . A volume could not trace 
all their connexions with private and public felicity. 
Let it simply be asked, where is the security for pro- 
perty, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious 
obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments 
of investigation in courts of justice? And let us with 
caution indulge the supposition, that morality can be 
maintained without religion. Whatever may be con- 
ceded to the influence of refined education on minds 
of peculiar structure, reason and experience both for- 
bid us to expect that national morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principles. 

It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is k 
necessary spring of popular Government. The rule", 
indeed , extends with more or less force to every spe- 
cies of free Government. Who, that is a sincerb 
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o it, can look with indifference upon BllempUi 

: llie foundation of the fabric? 

iolc,then, as an object of primary importance, 

13 for the general diffusion of knowledge. 

tporliou as ihc slmclurc of a fioverninent gives 

to public opinion, ii is essential that public 

diould be enlighiened. 

ery important source of strength and secu- 

public credit. One method of preserv- 

a lu use 11 aa sparingly as possible ; avoiding 

of expense by fuliivaling peace, but re- 

g also that timely disbursement lo prepare 

frequently prevent much greater disbtirse- 

1 it; avoiding, likewise, the accumula- 

, not only by shunning occasioae of ex- 

but ny vigorous exertions in lime of peace to 

irge the debta which nnavoidable wata may 

have occasioned; not ungenerously throwing upon 
poeteriiy the burthen which we ourselves ought to 
bear. The execution of these maxims belongs to 
your representatives, but it is necessary that public 
opinion should co-operate. To facilitate to them the 
]Krformance of their duty, it is essential that you 
should praclically bear in mind, that lowardslhe pay- 
ment of debts there must be revenue ; thai to have 
revenue there must be taxes ; thai no (axes caa be 
devised, which are not more or less inconvenient and 
unpleasant ; ihat the intrinsic embarrassment insepa- 
rable from the selection of ihe proper objects, (which 
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is always a choice of difficulties ;) ought to be a deci- 
sive motive for a candid construction of the conduct 
of the Government in making it, and for a spirit of 
acquiescence in the measures for obtaining revenue, 
which the public exigencies may at any time dictate. 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; 
cultivate peace and harmony with all ; religion and 
morality enjoin this conduct ; and can it be that good 
policy does not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy 
of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant period, a 
great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous 
and too novel example of a people always guided by 
an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt 
that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of 
such a plan would richly repay any temporary ad- 
vantages which might be lost by a steady adherence 
to it? Can it be that Providence has not connected 
the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? 
The experiment, at least, is recommended by every 
sentiment which ennobles human nature. Alas! k 
it rendered impossible by its vices? 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more 
essential than that permanent inveterate antipathies 
against particular nations, and passionate attachments 
for others, should be excluded j and that, in place of 
them, just and amicable feelings towards all should 
be cultivated. The nation which indulges towards 
another an habitual hatred, or an habitual fondness, 
IS; in some degree, a slave. . It is a slave to its ani- 
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mosity or to its aflfection; either of which is sufficient 
to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Anti- 
pathy in one nation against another , disposes each 
more readily to offer insult and injury ^ to lay hold of 
slight causes of umbrage^ and to be haughty and in- 
tractable, when accidental or trifling occasions of dis- 
pute occur. Hence frequent collisions^ obstinate^ en- 
venomed, and bloody contests. The nation^ prompt- 
ed by ill will and resentment^ sometimes impels to 
war the Government, contrary to the best calcula- 
tions of policy. The Government sometimes parti- 
cipates in the national propensity, and adopts, through 
passion, what reason would reject ; at other times it 
makes the animosity of the nation subservient to pro- 
jects of hostility, instigated by pride, ambition, and 
other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace 
often, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations haa 
been the victim. 

So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation 
to another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for 
the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an 
imaginary common interest, in cases where no real 
common interest exists, and infusing into one the 
enmities of the other, betrays the former into a par- 
ticipation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, with- 
out adequate inducement or justification. It leads 
also to concessions to the favorite nation of privileges 
denied to others, which is apt doubly to injure the 
nation making the concessions ; by unnecessarily 
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partiDg with what ought to have been retained^ and 
by exciting jealousy ^ ill will^ and a disposition to re- 
taliate^ in the parties from whom equal privileges are 
withheld; and it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or 
deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favor* 
ite nation) facility to betray, or sacrifice the interest 
of their own country, without odium, sometimes even 
with popularity ; gilding with the appearance of a 
virtuous sense of obligation, a commendable defer- 
ence for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for public 
good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition , 
corruption, or infatuation. 

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable 
ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to 
the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How 
many opportunities do they afford to tamper with 
domestic factions, to practise the art of seduction, to 
mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the pub- 
lic councils ! Such an attachment of a small or weak, 
towards a great and powerful nation, dooms the 
former to be the satellite of tlie latter. 

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I 
conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jea- 
lousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake ; 
since history and experience prove that foreign in- 
fluence is one of the most baneful foes of republican 
Government. But that jealousy, to be useful, must 
be impartial ; else it becomes the instrument of the 
very influence to be avoided, instead of a defence 



200 

(kgainst it. Excessive partiality for one foreign na- 
tion, and excessive dislike for another, cause those 
whom they actuate to see danger only on one side, 
and serve to veil, and even second, the arts of influ- 
eiace on the other. Real patriots, who may resist the 
intrigues of the favorite, are liable to become sus- 
pected and odious ; while its tools and dupes usurp 
the applause and confidence of the people, to surren- 
der their interests. 

The great rule of conduct for us, in r^^ard to fo- 
reign nations, is, in extending our commercial rela- 
tions, to have with them as little political connexion 
as possible. So far as we have already fonned en- 
gagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good 
faith. Here let us stop. 

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us 
have none, or a very remote relation. Hence she 
must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes 
of which are essentially foreign to our concerns. 
Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to impli- 
cate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary vicis- 
situdes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations 
and collisions of her friendships or enmities. 

Our detached and distant situation invites and 
enables us to pursue a different course. If we remain 
one people, under an efficient Government, the pe- 
riod is not far off when we may defy material injury 
from external annoyance ; when we may take such 
an attitude as will cause the neutrality we may at 
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any time resolve upon; to be scrupulously respected } 
when belligerent nations, under the impossibility of 
making acquisitions upon us, will not lightly hazard 
the giving us provocation ; when we may choose 
peace or war, as our interest, guided by justice, shall 
counsel . 

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situa- 
tion? Why quit our own to stand upon foreign 
ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny Vi^ith 
that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and 
prosperity in the toils of European ambition, rival- 
ship, interest, humor, or caprice? 

It is our true policy Jto steer clear of permanent al- 
liances with any portion of the foreign world ; so far, 
I mean, as Ave are now at liberty to do it ; for let nie 
not be understood as capable of paUonising infidelity 
to existing engagements. I hold the maxim no less 
appHcable to public than to private afiairs, that hon- 
esty is always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore, 
let those engagements be observed in their genuine 
sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary , and 
would be unwise to extend them. 

Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable 
establishments, oa a respectable defensive posture, 
we may safely trust to temporary alliances for extra- 
ordinary emergencies. 

Harmony, and a liberal intercourse with all nations, 
are recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. 
But even our coimnercial policy should hold an equal 



Uona ; but if I may even flatter myself thai (hey may 
be productive of some paitial benefit , some occasional 
good; that they may now and then recur to mode- 
rate the fury of parly spirit, to warn against the mis- 
chiefa of foreign intrigues, to guard against the im- 
postures -of pretended patriotism ; this hope will be a 
full recompense for the solicitude for your welfare by 
which they have been dictated. 

How far, in the discharge of my official duties, I 
have been guided by the principles which have been 
delineated, the public records, and other evidences 
o( my conduct, must witness to you and the world. 
To myself, the assurance of my own conscience is, 
that I have at least believed myself to be guided by 
them. 

In lelalion to the still subsisting war in Europe, 
my proclamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the 
judex to my plan. S&nctiouod by your opproring 
voice, and by that of your Representatives in b(Mh 
Houses of Congress, the spirit of that measure has 
continually governed me, uninfluenced by any at- 
tempts to deter or divert me from it. 

After deliberate examination, with the aid of the 
beat lighiB I couUl obtain, I was well satisfied that 
our country, under all the circumstances of the case, 
had a right to take, and was bound in duty and in- 
terest to lake, a neutral position. Having taken it I 
determined, as far as should depend upon me, to 
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and impanial hand ; neither seeking nor grantin 
exclusive fevors or preferences ; consulting the nattt 
ral course of things ; did'using and diversifying, by 
gentle means, the streams of commerce, but forcing 
nothing; establishing, with powers so disposed, In 
order to give trade a stable course, to define the rightg 
of our merchants, and to enable llie Oo\-ernmenl U> 
eupporl them, conventional rules of intercourse, the 
best that present circumstances and mutual opinions 
will permit, but temporary, and liable to be, from 
lime to time, abandoned or varied, as experience and 
circumstances shall dictate ; constantly keeping id 
view, that it is folly in one nation to look for disinter- 
ested favors from another; that it must pay, ^litli 3 
portion of its i/idependence, for wlml«ver it may ac- 
cept under that cliaracler ; (hat by such acceptance it 
may place itself in the condition of having given 
equivalents for nominal favors, and yet of being re- 
proached with ingratitude for not giving more. There 
can be no greater error than to expect, or calcubuc 
upon, real favors from nation to untion. It i« itn 
illusion which experience must cure, which a juat 
pride ought to discard. 

In offering to you, my countrymen, I 
of an old and affectionate friend , 1 d 
will make the strong and lacling t 
wish ; that they will control (be 
passions, or prevent our nation I 
course which has hillicrto m 
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wilh motleration , perseverance, and fi 



The considcraiions which respect ihe viglit to bold 
this conduct, it is not necessary on thia occasion to 
detail. I will only observe, that, according to my 
understanding: of llie matter, that right, so far from 
being denied by any of the belligerent powers, has 
been virtually admitted by all. 

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be in- 
ferred, without any thing moi , from the obligation 
which justice and humanity impose oii every nation , 
in cnsea in which it is free lo act, to maintain invio- 
late the relations of peace and amity towards other 
nations. 

The inducements of inter t, for observing thai 
conduct; will best be refern ) your own reflections 
and experience, Willi me, a predominant motive 
has been lo endeavor to gain time to our country to 
settle and mature its yet recent institutions, and to 
progress, without interruption, to that degree of 
strength and consistency which is necessary to give 
it, humanly speaking, the command of its own for- 
tunes. 

Though in reviewing the incidents of my adminis- 
tration, I am unconscious of intentional error j I am, 
nevertheless, too sensible of my defecu not to think 
it probable that I may have committed many errors. 
Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the At- 
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mighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which they 
may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope^ ibxd 
my country will never cease to view them with in- 
dalgence ; and that^ after forty-five yeard^of my life 
dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the 
felilts of incompetent abilities will be consigned to 
oblivion, as myself must soon be to the mansions of 
rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this, as in other Ihings, 

and actuated by that fervent love towards it which is 

. 8o natural to a man \Hio views in it the native soil of 

himself and his progenitors for several generations, I 

^anticipate, with pleasing expectation, that retreat in 

>: which I promise myself to realize, without alloy, the 

flweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my 

fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good laws 

under a free Government — the ever favorite object 

of my heart — and the happy reward, as I trust, of 

our mutual cafes, labors, and dangers. 

GEORGE WASHINGTTON. 
United States, Vlth September y 1T96. 
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OfNewYork, on 6th March, 1787 139 

Of South Carolina, on 10th Aj>ril, 1787 140 

Of Massachusetts, on 9th April, 1787 ..... 141 

OfConnecticut, May, 1787 142 

Of Maryland, on 26th May, 1787 143 

Of New Hampshire, on 27th June, 1787 .... 144 
CONSTITUTION U. S. to Congress of the Confederation. 
Letter of George Washington, and resolutions of the Con- 
vention of 17th September, 1787, transmitting the . . 146 
CONSTITUTION U. S. to the several States, to be sub- 
mitted to Conventions thereof. Resolution of Congress 
of Confederation, 28th September, 1787. transmitting the 148 
CONSTITUTION U. S. Resolution of the Congress of the 
Confederation, of 13th September, 1788, for commencing 

proceedings under the 150 

CONSTITUTION, when ratified by the States, to be pub- 
lished by the Secretary of State. Amendments to the . 157 
CONSTITUTION U. S. is to be taken, (see Oath.) By 

whom the oath to support the 15, 22, 151-2 

CONVENTION at Philadelphia to form a Constitution, re- 
commended by Convention at Annapolis, 14th Sept., 1786 119 
CONVENTION which formed the Constitution recom- 
mended by Congress, in 1787, as a means to remedy de- 
fects in the Articles of Confederation 120 ^ 

CONVENTION to form the Constitution. Acts of the se- 
veral States for appointing deputies to the 122 

CONVENTION, m 1787, transmitting the Constitution to 
Congress of the Confederation, and suggesting measures 
for commencing proceedings under the Constitut'on. Let- 
ter of George Washington, and resolutions of the . . 146 
CONVENTIONS of the States. Resolution of Confess, 
of 28th September, 1787, submitting the Constitution to 148 

20* 
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r.-.- - ■.".-■ * 

ELECT 'r.-.l - "-- . ■ - . -■■ . 

■.e« -■■- :«*r>--. ..:■: ...-: . .- . -■ 
ELECT. i-..^L ■ .^■ -r:;: . ■ -^ 

•■ I". • ■_*"^ ■_' f|t * •_ ■ '• - 
ELECTOK- • rr- ..i-:: :.■•. V... i-.^. ... • * r_ .. 

m'£r,'-^ f .e V :.■• ■.:,• .."■■';.:■•-:. 
ELECT'-'K'^ ■•: rr-..'i*:i;- i-Ji-, '•"..• >••'..- 

r^" !.'*■?. JLz. li"."". ". •■ ."".»-'.-.■. . "-..ii ••" .'-■■*■ ■ • •■ 

e:<^c'.j'''r.s o:' ... 
ELECTOR^. Lav:, bit.-.': :... t .t^v - r ■ . .- :•■:...:: 

v&ccLriCic* jr. :.•-* \.':i*.'^t o: 
ELECTORS M PreEitiVi : u.'jc '*'»•■•■>■ --..f -. •:-... *:.• 

number of .S^».a:c»rf r.nc R*.!!:^".*-: i. ■ -• .: ■ •: -••■*' ••■ ■■■ 

BUcL Saiie. Etii ibuiie s:..... ui':- •.- : .. :.u: :■---•- 




. be equal to the niunlMr of Senators and 
. to whith the Si9le» tmy be entitled at ihe 
n'Multnl uiil Vice Preaident ahouM come 




FAREWELL A.lilre» of George WashingWi 
«f ihu United Stoics, ITlh September, ITUB 



GEORGIA, in 1787, appointiiig deputies lo Conventjon to 
form the Conalilutinn, Act of 

GERRY, Vice Prenident U. S. Election of Elbrid™ . . 

OERRY, Vice Preaideni, ia SenaM U. S, Atiendanne of 
Elbndge 

GOVERNMENT. Thotnna Jafier«on'H declatauon of the 

GOVERNMENT. Jame» ft^djaoii's declaration of Ihe 

GOVERNMENT of iLe Confederation lo provide for its 
wiiiport, delencB, &c. Repon exhibiting the impotencr 
ofJle 

GOVERSMEST under the ConBlilution of the U. S. Re- 
■olulions of Conerens of the Confcderauon, of 13tii Sepl.. 
n38,[*o»idinBfi)rcommenoBmnitofihe 

H. 
HARRISON, HB Preaideni U. S. Election of Wm. Henry 
HOUSE of Repreaenialives, from 1789 to 1846. NameB of 
Speakera of the , 

I. 

IMPOST duties of the 18th April, 1783, woa the eauae of 
proceedings which uUiroatelf led to the adoption of Ihe 
Constiiution. Report of Committee of the Congress of 
ConfedeniliDn, showing Ihat the fiiiluTe of the Slates to 
carry out the general system of ....... 

IMPOST, &c., BB provided by resolution of Congress of 
18th April, 1783. (Sea ConimerM.) Resolutions of Con- 
gress of 15th February, 1786, recommendbg to Ihe State* 
to empower Congress to carry into effect a general sys- 

ISAUGURAL Address of Thomas Jefferson, ith March, 
1801- Extract from the 
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INAUGURAL Address of Jaxaec MadiBor. ^± Marrh. 

]8(K9. Extract from the xzv 

INAUGURAL Addren <yr Geor^ WwhiDr^on. President 

of the United States, on 9(hii ApriJ. ITpiji ' . . . I7C 

INDEPENDENCE of mind. Imponanoe to e%enr fyti- 

zen ofrnreaerring ...'.. xx 

INDEPENDENCE by the Repnveotatirec of Utt United 
States in Congress aaaembled, 4th Juij, 17T|i. The De- 
claration of IC] 

INDEPENDENCE. Resolution of Conp%M for promul- 
gating the Declaration of '. . . ICC 

INTRODUCTORY remarks on the propriety of reading 

and nnderstandine the ConstiuiUon u 

INTRODUCTORY or explanaioij remarks oo chapter 2, 
or tlie tables of electoral roles of President and Vi*x; Pre- 
sidents, of Vice Presidents. Presidents pro Lemporc, hie- 
nators and Speakers of the House of Represeniauvee . 37 

INTRODUCTORY jOTiarks to chaj/tfr 3 of oft'iial pro- 
ceedings and proximate causes vhicii >:d to uk adoption 
of the Constitution IK 

J. 

JACKSON, as President United Spates* Fxtk eiecjoc of 

Andrew 4>!; 

JACKSON, as PrtBtdeoi Vmutd BiaVtc. 8e'/>iid •rje'.-uoc 

of Andrew 4t 

JEFFERSON'S declaration of tbe (irznctp^rt of our Oov- 

emment. Thomas XZtv 

JEFFERSON, as Vice President Vmvb6 Siavw. EU«Uor 

ofThomas 3V 

JEFFERSON, as President Uru^d fciavss. Finr. eiwuoo 

bvHouseof Repreeentatrr«c ofThooiac 4Q 

JEFFERSON, as President Univtd fMctes. iMi'.oiid civ> 

t ion b y electors of Thomaii 4] 

JEFFERSON, Vice Presideict. m feawe VitiVbd Suitet' 

Attendance of Thomas 5^ 

JOHNSON, as Vioc Prcsiden: United Siaiet. Ei««:uot by 

the Senate of Richard M oO 

(The number of eleirionu ro'^es reoujrtd for tir. ^l^Aion 
being: 148, and R. M. JoLrjsoii narni^ r»>«>;ived «x^l^ 
147, the election then devoiv*^ upc^r lli^r hi*:iiate. «i»d 
R. M. Johnson v'ae ek^jted. ; 
JOHNSON, Vice Presid^rnt. jj S^nu'-*. Tr-iv^d J^iuiei;. At- 
tendance of Ri<:hard M. Cli 

JOHNSON, as Senator United Sui.^«i. T«7H» of service 

of Richard M ^, V3 
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Page. 

K. 

KNOWLEDGE. Remarks on the proper mode of acquir- 
ing and imparting «... xxi 

L. 

LAW. Definition and scmctit^ of the civil xiii 

LAWS and parts of laws relating to elections or. the or- 
ganization of tlie Government, &c. .••••. 151 

LIBERTY. Definition of rational or civil xiv 

LIBERTY and independence on 4th July, 1776. Declara- 
tion of • 161 

LIBERTY, &c., on 17th June, 1775. Declaration of Con- 
gress for the maintenance of American 169 

Liberty consists, in what the enjoyment and even the 
support and preservation of ... xz 

LIGHT as regards the fundamental law. Remarks on ne- 
cessity of the people^B having •••••••• xxviii 

M. 

MADISON'S declaration of the principles of our Govern- 
ment. James xxvi 

MADISON, President United States. Finjt election of 
James 42 

MADISON, President United States. Second election of 

JaTYifis a . ■ • • 43 

MASSACHUSETTS, in 1787, appointing deputies to con- 
vention to form the Constitution. Act of .... 141 

MARYLAND, in 1787, appointing deputies to convention 

to form the Constitution. Act of 143 

.MESSENGERS or persons to deliver electoral votes. Com- 
pensation to, and penalties of 155 

MESSENGERS or persons to deliver electoral votes. Com- 

Jensation to 157 
FFLIN, President of Congress, to George Washington, 
in answer to his resignation of his commission. Address 

ofThomas 173 

MONROE, President United States. First election of James 44 

MONROE, President United States. Second election of 
James 45 

N. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, in 1787, appointing deputies to 
Convention to form the Constitution. Act of , , , 144 
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NEW JERSFi'. m JK meeuT^ « £.::.-- . -:< . 
regulate tike 'jnto*. mit ■-•mini-rr.'* '. ..u^r «?-f - -::t 
more eDlB7*ec pwen :uii 'ok '..'.qar iwr jr: .-rvs. vSd»^ 
Stales, inu iulmtc u ittt pvuxA i'r- r%..j:.r -...^ ',-x:*^^ 
tioo whicii fomiec '.nt Ctij£ra::iu«/:. 7^ . .-..jiL.av.^tfT? 
of 

tion lo fonx; i£it C-t«um*u<^ur. a :r •.- i^. ^9* 

tioD to fcfrzu Ufe ''.'Uxisii:uu>n. n-r •.' ;:jl 

NORTH CAKOUVA n :T< sv.. .-- .• .-. ... 



OATH of JcJL!. Tvi-r .r* >r--.v- ■ . -< . .-• «^ 

Presidei;: Uuii«:c ^uiifti ^ 

OATH of c-5iv* hi 3— »r-:itKr;;. <r-.'... .- -"< '-^z^r-.^ 

York. o£ 2Kr.i ATi-;. r.'^t ■ . 

OATHS Uj Fv;i;#^r- tu* 'l.nj.r.: :-■-.'• .■ " .-^ 'r**.^ 

and for perlinxiaii'.-* ■/ «*!!.';.--.■ r:,-.* ^ .a^- - .^ 

folloiriii^ f.ffi'jtn iujI jiPrir/r . 

1. The Pr*«iQ*ni •/ :!f ' :.:««tr. 'J-ff.^ 

5f. Tiit Pr*:BiU*:ir. rt' ■.:,* >yr.>r - ..^ 

3. TIj^ Stiiiivi'i '»' 111' '. :-:«^ -"^wci^ -^ . -^ 

4. Ti*» S»-.;r»-ai-i "' ::^ *>«-«. ^ . .y -.^^ 

5. Tiie S^:.t;*'.'ri u' :jj» ', !;:*<?. ij^-s -ir f r^^ 

6. Tii* S-»^ij'-^" •/ \\^ H.'jj*' •/' l.^- .•.•-:«^ ^ .1 

7. Tri» ::i*:!:.-»f:-» V in*, jiv. 9». ■.•" fc,^ -;'.*-. -- -.is / 

^. T*^* ^, I*'*' -y ;:■» rij',u#» «j' h .:/^-;'- . ^ f. J :^,. -^^ 

11. Al '.•5i'.'-T- UT'Trjirri'rt uiiO*:- ".;*• o ■' - ^. /''>-' /.^ 
12- Ea.'.:. f.iiC •-•*TV f:i»T-'» i»rrt: '•■.ri*:- '?*>►.■ . --•■'/ .-^ 
'•OATHS '.f'.'^.'^," f / 'j»: ^#.<rr fc » .^: .^ .,< 

OFFICE ff f'''»:lili»:' -./if '» *'^ /"•;:.0«: vv. .::j^„^ 'y; 



\ 




Page. 
P. 

PAY and eipensee of ihe Genernl to command all Uie Cor- 
lininiaJ forwB fised at fSOO per moiiih, by reaolmion of 
Conereaa 167 

PENM-TY for negicti lo deliver Oie electoral -votes by the 

meseengcrs, Ac, $1,000 155 

PENNSYLVANIA, in I7S6, appDiniing depuiies to Con- 

1,-enlion to ronn the CoiieI[iuU(iq. Aa of ... . 139 

FEOPL.E 10 support the Const ilution. RcBponsibilitics of 

tbe xria 

POLK KB President Uniied States. Election of James K. 54 

PRESIDENT and Vice gresideni United Slates from 1789 

to 1815. (See EUclorjToUs.) Electoral votes, &c., for 37, 34 

PRESIDENT and Vice President United Stales, and de- 
claring the officer to net fla President in case of vacancies 
in offices of Pi^^sident and Vice President, approvod let 
TilBrch, ndS- An act relative to elec^on of ... . 153,165 

PRESIDENT and Vice Preaidentj in case of vacancies in 

those offices by casualty. Provision for the election of a 15fi 

PRESIDENT or Vice President Uniied Slalee to be deliv- 
ered into tlie oSice of Secretory of State. A resignation 
or refusal to accept office of 156 

PRESIDENT and Vice President United States to com- 
mence on ihc 4th March, &c. Term of office of the . 15e 

PRESIDENT and Vice President Uniied Slates. An act 



providing; compenoati 

PRES1DE"NT aiid Vice Pr^aident Uniltd Slates. Compen- 
sniion to, and penalty of, persons appointed to deliver 
electoral votes for 155 

PRESIDENT and Vice President United States. Compen- 
sation lo persons, &c., to deliver electoral votes for • . 157 

PRESIDENT and Vice President United Stales. An act 
to establish a uniform time for holding elections for elec- 
tors of 159 

PRESIDENT Uniied Slates on the death of Wm. H. Har- 
rison, President. Proceedings introducing John Tyler to 
office as acting 53, 53 

PRESIDENT of the United States. Certificate of the 

election of George Washington as 175 

PRESIDENTS pro tempore from 4th March, 1789, to lOih 
August, 1846. Names and attendance in Senate of the 
Vice Presidents and 56 

PRESIDENT pro tempore of the Senate to act as President 
Uniied Stales in case of vacancies in office of President 
And Vice President The 155 
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PUBLICATION of amendments to lue Coaautuuou U. H. 

Provision for the l.*7 

R 

RATIFICATION oftheCoQstituuon by tioe Scales. Date^ 

ofthe 24 

RATIFICATION of firat ten amendment of :he Coruiaui- 

tion by the States. Dates of the 34 

RATIFICATION of the eleventh and twelfth »rr.<*udny%r.rj* 

ofthe Constitution, dec 3C 

REPRESENTATIVES in CoQfipreaseie.:^! Ho^jcir^. frac. 

4th March, 1789, to lOth Aa^ust. 1«!46 : ?ir.*:''w\fje 't.f-, "x.rr^ 

mencement and termination or :heir iKi*T:<>». ^ -.'i '.r.it ri'^C'^ 

represented by them ... l^)f> 

REPRESENTATIVES in Cor^.aw arr.onij --.* w*i*jn- 
States, according to the mxjl'JL cA^.du.'). A/, ^/.r. ;-,.* 'a*-. \z^ 

portionment of l.>! 

REPRESENTATIVES ;n Cof^pr-M. Pro7j»w<//. f',r 1;- 

TidiiK[ States into districts tftc elecuort of .... i.>f 

I^EPRESENTATIVES of :he Ur.^awi Soi^yi ..-. ^>;r.r/^« 
- aasembled, on 4th J-:!'/. 1776. l>^,iar^:.r»r, "^ l.v:*»:r>rM^ 

denoe by the \^A 

RESIGNATION or rtfiisai Vj livwc o*c* of P.-wi.>r.: -,.' 
Vice President of ;h« Uni^ .Sr^riis* Vi r^«4fri»w^ .rv, 
the office of the Seeremry of 3uLe . \'A 

RESIGNATION to Coti^r*^ hyOv.rsf-i W«jr..f<iw:. '/ 
his commission as o>Tz:au»ier'ij>^^:^ of v.e KrMTj^ytr. 
Army, on 23dDeceeri.r>e.*, 17t!3 . .... i7^ 

REVENUE from impost du-^ffi ^a rv>',:f.r.^.tt^A 07 ''X.' 





>f Congress 

the States to carry 00 '. 'JcA **r.^ir»i ^jvfiff. -*f K/i 



o.^grts:* OT l.y.r. Yt-r-.xry^ 
mending to yj* S*a'.«! v, 'i'u'^rti*:^ fyi*<giK*f>. */, *^fty 
into effect a ge.'.«^? •rv^'A'n of li'j 

Senate, oi •.:.o Viv; P;c* --:-•:. -r >.. ': \'y,*.tt0*. a •>:', 'f.tt.u*.:* 
from 4th M=i.".^. \1'^.^ v. Vrr. \ .'* .^' V'.S^'* H^tfiJ.t ',i 
and atter.d^L'^yi rr T' *' 
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SENATORS of the United States iu office, from 4th March, 
1789, to 10th August, 1846, shewing their names, com- 
mencement and termination of their service. States repre- 
sen ted by them, <&c., vis : 

Classes. 



Classes. — 1 - 



Page. 



-23 


From New Hampshire 






64 


12- 


From Massachusetts 






65 


12- 


From Rhode Island . 






68 


1-3 


From Connecticut 








69 


1 - 3 


From Vermont . 


1 






73 


1 - 3 


From New York 








73 


1 2 - 


From New Jersey 








75 


1 - 3 


From Pennsylvania 








77 


12- 


From Delaware . 








79 


1-3 


From Maryland . 








81 


12- 


From Virginia . 








83 


- 2 3 


From North Carolina 






86 


-23 


From South Carolina 






87 


-23 


From Georgia 






89 


-23 


From Kentucky . . 


1 






92 


12- 


From Tennessee . 


• 






93 


1 - 3 


From Ohio . . 


• 






96 


•-2 3 


From Louisiana . 


• 






97 


1-3 


From Indiana * 


k 






98 


12- 


From Mississippi 








99 


-^2 3 


From Illinois . 








100 


-23 


From Alabama . . 








101 


1 2 - 


From Maine . 




fl 




102 


1 - 3 


From Missouri . 








103 


-23 


From Arkansas . 








104 


12- 


From Michigan . 








104 


1 - 3 


From Florida . . 








104 


1 2 - 


From Texas . 








104 



19 19 18 

[When Senators shall take their seats from States that 
have not yet appointed Senators, they shall be placed 
by lot in the foregoing classes, but in such manner as 
shall keep the classes as nearly equal as may be in 
numbers. Vide resolution Senate, 14tli May, 1789. 
The first class ea:pire in 1851 ; the second in 1847, and 
the third in 1849. Vide the Constitution, page 3.1 
SESSION of Congress from 4th March, 1789, to 10th Au- 

fust, 1846. Commencement and termination of, and num- 
er of days in, each 

SOUTH CAROLINA, in 1787, appointing deputies tocou- 
v«?nlion to form the Const itutiou- Act of 



56 

140 



221 
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SPEAKERS of the House of Representatives United States, 
from 4th March, 1789, to 10th August, 1846, shewing the 
commencement and termination of their aer^'ico, and 
States represented by them 105 

SPEAKER of the House of Representatives shall act n» 
President of tlie Unit'^d States in case nf vacancy, &c. 
jhro vision that the l.^fi 

STATE to receive electoral votes in abKoncc of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, and to send a speriul nieKseni^f r to 
district judge for electoral votes in cusc of failun* to be 
received otherwise. The Secretary of 155 

STATE, in case of vacancies in the offirc of TreNidrnt and 

Vice President U. S. Duties of the S<MTPttiry <if . . . 156 

STATE. A resignation or refuwd tn aorrpi o'CiUv (tfTu-ntf 
President or Vice President to l>c ddivori'd into tlw ortico 
of the Secretary of 15C 

STATE, re<|^arding tlie publication of n mend men t« to thd 

Constitution U. S. Duties of the* S#«r^tary < if . . . J57 

STATES in proAiding revenue for thf- m\y\tf trt of tii«j J-'i^l- 
eral Government, as recommended by Coiiiir«'»*H «iii JHtii 
April, 1783 Report of committee slKwini; ihf jncfli'Uify 
of the acts of the several JV^ 

STATES, at Annapolis, in 178C, rc.i'jtuiiiu'udinfj; ijii- up|x>jni- 
ment of deputies to form the Consiitutifin. Pro<e«dinj;H 
of commissioners from .several of ilif JJ5 

STATES, for the appoininKTit rjf <i't»nijo to coiivt-tition t*> 
form the Constitution of ilit T.'nilf.d Siji".?. A' '>. of tin 
several — viz : 



i.'O 



k. 



Of Virginia, pa.ssed IGth O';fol,< r. J 1'^(j . 
Of New Jersey, passed 23d No\«rioU;r, J^Mi 
Of Pennsylvania, iMLS.sed 'Mh\i I>e«:c'mf^ r. J'<n«; 
Of South Carolina, passed Ui^u fVbniajy. IT'*'* 
Of Delaware, passfd 3d Fc4 in i.-'.r v. J'r'J . 
OfGreor^ia, passed 21th April, J'<H7 . j:^ 

Of JSTew York, passed 6*.h Mar' h. J T*-? ... i'jf* 

Of North Carohna . passed J Ot li A pril . J ; '^ . . . ^4^ 

Of Massachusetts, rauinefi Diix A jjri I. I't^i't J 4 i 

Of Connecticut, passed Ma V. J 7>f 7 .... tiyi 

OfMaryland,pa«s'rd2(;th Mt.y J7>^ . . J44 

OfNewHamfishire, pajs»j'.-d 2f-Ji J'^fi* . J'i>V iu 

STATES by which it w-j* nxifj-M H^t^tAntu,/: *^i ty-juf»*r* 
of 28th Septiem*.»er, 17rf7. «i^^rfr''-fj;^ ♦>•• ^,'/'.j^'''.vO/«. u. 

Conventions of the '4* 

STATES. Dates of retifi'^'*'^. «/ 'i.* ','y» •»»•.-'■ *^h. i./ '■*■* -44 

STATES. Dat*;* '^ r*tifj'*,'i'^* */ J '^' Ui. int^tAu^**^ *4 

the Constitmion by ti**? , 44 




STATES. RauAcAdun of the elevenlh and twelfth 
iiif r>Ui bf the 

STATES, ttceording to the sixth cennis. Apporlit 
of RfprcMDUktivu among the Beveral— »iz: 
K. Hoinp. ^ North Caioliiwi, 9 Maine, 7 

Mdw. lU South Curolina, T Missouri, 5 

H. ImIuuhI, 2 Georgia, 8 Arkansas, t 

" ' Kenluoky, 10 Michigan, 3 

Vsrmonl, * Tennessee, 11 [FforiAi, 1 

NewYotii, 34 Ohio, 21 Terw, 2 

New jBTBcy, 5 LouiaiaiiB, i loipa, 1 

Penn. 84 Indiima, 10 

Miasirappi, 4 Whole num. 227 

Maryland, 6 Illinois, 7 

Virginia, 15 Alabama, 7 IfiiC'Hi'n T. dtl. 1 

STATES into dislricLa Ibr election of RepreaenUtives. Pro- 
viniou.byaciof 1843, for dividing the 

STATES of the Union. An act to eQiablislin uniform time 
for boldiog elections Ibr elecUra of President and Ttce 
Praident m all of the 

STATES tuny by law provide for filling vocaiidea in the 
College of Bleclors. Each of the 

T. 

TEKMorofficeorfourycara,of Prcmdtnt and V"tc« Presi- 
dent, to toinrocnce on x\k 4lh March, &c. The . . . 

TOMPKINS, Vice Fresideiil U. Suites. First election of 
IMniclD 

TOMPKINS, Vice President U. Stales. Second election of 
DnnielD 

TOMPKINS, Vice President, in Senate U. S. Attendance 
orDaiiicI D 

TRADE nnd coninicrcc for the United Staica. Resolution 
of Virginia in ITSG, to provide a g«iiend eystem of . . 

TYLER, Bit Vice President U.S. Election of John . . 
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